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course of the sewage streamiet, which cannot find
safe final dilution short of 2 or 3 miles fron the
asylum. It once found temporary rscape into the'
water-tanks, and a rich crop of typhoids ensued.
One, at least, of the staff valked into the city
when he wanted a drink of good water.

.eavirg this economic abortion in its glory, let
us nov, gentlemen of the Ambitious City, peep up
to the crest of your admired monntain, and behold
there a large new asyium, perched away high up
above your chimney tops. looking down disdain-

fully on your beliautiful bay, and snapping its fingers
at the bright pure water of Lake Onta-io, as much
as to say, corne up here if you dare !" Verily it
was a grand idea, that of planting a habitation for
fwe or six hundred people, on an eminnence to
which it requires three steam puipings to force
the water supply up ! The men vho selected that
spot were worthy of eternal faine, and ten acres of
leather medals. Just sec what a noble fall it affords
for the sewage. and wvhat a trifle it will cost to
deprive your aristocratic citizens of the fragrant
odour of that crystal streanilet ! Add then the
extra hire dispensed among vour owners of horse
flesh, for double teais to haul up coal and wood
.and other supplies, and then hurra for econonical
.overnment, and go abroad and invite the people
of other towns to corne and admire the house that
Jack built ; but do not tell theni that any of the
lunatics were consulted.

Is it, gentlemen, nowV needful, that I should ad-
duce any further illustrations of the dear-bought
fact, that our rulers w-ho hold the purse strings,
have, in their direction of large public erections,
exhibited a lamentable ignorance. or a fatal dis-
regard of the hygienic and other essential require-
mnents of such establishments ? Is it not high
tine that the medical profession should come to
the front, and honourably proclaim its disapproval
o)f this sort of mirderous and costly quackery ?
Are w-e never to acquire consciousness of our own
real strength, but forever to cringe, cap in hand,
and with shaking knees, before the men we could
put into power, or turn out of it, did we earnestly
and unitedly set to work ? Did the medical pro-
fession of Ontario but justly appreciate its own
popular influence and collective strength, and judi-
ciously and honourably put forth tlat strength,
when its own proper interests, or those of the
Public are at stake. I should like to see the
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ministry or the parliaient that would snub us.
What then, in the naine of manhood, is it that we
lack ? Simply and solely that noble tprit de corfs,
which should actuate every honourable brother-
hood ; and, gentlemen, it is primarily, and para-
nountly, in re-unions such as I now have the
honour and pleasure of addressing, that this exalt-
ing spirit of medical solidarity must have its birth-

place, its cradle, its yout!funl invigoration, and its
fully developed manhood ; and therefore should
ve strain every nerve to extend, strengthen, and per-

petuate our organization ; not however, by beg-
ging from our law muakers statutory incorporation,
or legalised privileges ; far rather nust wve strive to
becone a law unto ourselves, and to exhibit in our
w-alk ina life, that cultivated intelligence, and
national benevolence and patriotism, wvhich cannot
fait to conmand the respect of every well-ordered
comrnity.

Sirely we are not, forever, to subnit, in humble
silence, to the hackneyed aspersions cast uipon us
by our detractors in other valks, that doctors
ever disagree," and that " medicine is " as they
style it " an uncertain science ; " by which they
would seen to imply, a non-perfected science ;
aInd this from the li)s of nen whose entire course
is but one continuous draina of disa greements and
bitter contentions. It will be tine enough for us
to feel ashaned of our honest differences in opinion,
or antagonisn of practical judgment, when we see
our neighbours of other professions or callings, in
their respective spheres, exhibiting harniony of doc.
trine, and a corresponding hariony of demeanour,
Is theology a certain science, and do its teachers
never qluarrel ? I)o judges never differ in their
interpretations of the law ? And what of the
hariony of opinion of advocates ? Do not all the
world know that large fées, or even small ones,
will exhume any quantity of legal certainty, on
either side of any case whatever ? Outside of the
three ancient professions, what certainty of science,
or unity of opinion do we find ? Do civil engincers
architects, painters, sculptors,geologists, philologists,
metaphysicians, and all the other tribes of learned
bipeds, constitute just so many happy fanilies, in
which neither harking, biting, nor scratching is
ever heard of? Finallybehboldthe press ! As to

i certainty (that is perfection) of science, that con-
sunmmation mnust be contemporary with its Petri-
faction, and there always will be in this world a


