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GENIERAL.

S IX years have now elapsed since the meniiorablv meetinig ini the AI-
bert Hall, and it.would be well, ini tn\- 1iionii to siumi upr the

sucesses whieh have been gained and the fatiluires eprine during
this period. It is enly by recognizing and e-orrctiig thiese failuires. thiat
weý ea ultimautely reaeh the goal at whieh wev have ied.

The prepaganda work has succeeded ni opening t1e oyes of ihei
public, te the dangers of venereal diseases, with the resuit that patients
forne Uip for treatmenlt at an earlier stage thian formnerly. It lias failedi
te reduce the incidence of venereal diseases. The vivid andt oxaggerated
pictures whiclh have been drawn of the rarer sequea. of these' diseases
fiave givenl the publie false impressions, and vietims hiavo b)e-ome so
terrified that there lias heen produced a venereal neunrastheiiia, whichl is
infinitey more difleuilt te, cure than the attual, disease itself.

Prophiylaxis lias engaged the attention of inany, and is 110w deogat-
ed te a position subordinate te moral training. Aithougli the prophy-
la-stie measuires used have saved many from, infection, at the best it was
ozily shutting the stable deor after the horse had been stolen. Rt was a
pity to issue "prophylactic packets," when micturitien aiid washing
Mith soap and water immediately after connection are siimplevr and just
a-s efficaciois. Possihly hecause of the siinplicity of thiis teachliing, wivh-l
halled from the medical sdiool at Salerno four or five venturies ago, it
was thouglit that more reliance woul be plaeed b)*y the public uponl
speeili olitflts. Beeause mereury has been used for syphilis since thie
disease came te Europe, when it was eonfounded wvith scabies, whieh
had been treated with mereury for hundreds of years before, and be-
caue Metchnikoff had found that rubbing calomel eintmýent into a sacri-
&id wound on a monkey's foreliead-ani insuit te which the penis is
seldom s lbjected-prevented infection with syphiilis, and because potas-
,;iun permanganate has been used ini the treatment of gonorrhoea for do
long, it was thouglit that the outfits shouild oontain both calomel and
potassium permanaganate. As a matter of fact, tubes containing a
-semi-liquid elloidal mreury creamn, and supplied unider the namne ef


