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43quick germination of the seeds of knowledge sown that has not its well endowed university, and theby teachers of physioogy and kindred subects in princely gifts of Cornell, of John Hopkins, of Mr.omedical schools. The medical tudent who learns Stanford, of Mr. Vanderbilt and of Sir Donald A.SOmething of biology, of cells and germs, and of Smith are the great beginning of greater things.bacterial life only after he has entered upon his Who can estimate the blessings to the human race

course of medical lectures, is at a great disadvantage that must arise from the wise munificence of theseand loses much time in a bewildering effort to noble men! Millions yet unborn shall speak theirfmaster names and technicalities, and I can conceive names with feelings of reverence and love, nor willOf no more irksome task for a teacher than to lec- other monuments be needed to make their namesture to a class of young men laboring under this immortal. In this connection, I would suggestdisadvantagef 
that a committee of this Association be appointed,coe next referred to the rilhiacy of the dis- to report at the next annual meeting upon the bestcOVeriesin medical science within the past fifty years. means of establishing one or more laboratoriesPhysiology, pathology, the etiology of disease, where original investigation in medical studies mayPhysiologicaî medicîne, preventive miedicine, these be carried on.

are some of the fields laid open to the modern Medical Societies constitute a most importantPhYsician, and they leave no lack of opportunity factor in the advancement of medical knowledge,for the exercise of ambition, skill, and philanthropy. and it is much to be regretted that they are notdeari y all the European nations and the in- everywhere established. It is safe to say that thedividual States of the neighboring Republic have maintenance of active local societies contributesshowa their determination to participate in the immensely to the knowledge of their members byhonorable achievements in medicine thus ren- encouraging careful observations in private prac-dered possible in the near future. Schools for tice, and more extensive reading and research.the pursuit of original investigation have ben Aside from a scientific point of view, the harmonyliberaliy endowed by these governments, and this engendered by these meetings eliminates much oflberaîity has been supplemented by the wise the jealously and misunderstanding that are soSad prince y donations of private individuals. humiliating and so subversive of individual happi-andeson and Klein, Koch and Pasteur, our ness and public respect. The general organizationni Osler, and many others scarcely less dis- of small local societies would be a sure means oftingaibe e are devoting their lives with indefati- improving the representation at the larger onesgable zeal to the elucidation of scientific questions and would secure to them papers and discussionsuPon which rests the superstructure of medical of a higher character. Provision has been madePtetice, and they are'enlabled to do so only through in Ontario by the Medical Act for the formationthe liberality of the various governiments under of territorial associations in the different electoralbhich they live. Research of this kind can only divisions, and in some of them most prosperousb carried on successf ully by men naturally adapt>ed societies have existed for many years, and thea such work, and who are free from the care and reports of their proceedings constitute valuablean iety inseparable from the lives of those engaged 'additions to medical literature.
il the active practice of their profession. Hence Of all the means of medical progress, few couldthe absolute necessity for the endowment of insti- be more advantageously utilized than the accumu-tnetiOs of this character. The large expenditure lated experience of men in private practice if theyeCessarYto the equipment of a laboratory for such could be induced generally to keep a systematicWork as greatly retarded it .in Canada, and until record of their more important cases. Time, skill,leans are provided we must be content to occupy and the privilege of post-mortem examinations arear insignifit bt place in the great race now being essential to the successful recording of cases, andcitiz Can it le that this country or its wealthy their absence is doubtless the chief cause of thectrzenrs will remain indifferent in this matter, while neglect so universal in this matter. Time so con-our nearest neiglbor is lavishing millions of dollars sumed would be more than repaid by the increasedtO attain honorable eminence in the progress of skill acquired; the high standard of qualificationedical science 7 Scarcely a State in the Union now required of graduates should remove the


