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in'places and thus lnstens dissolution by a mecianical obstruc-
tion. Gentlemen whose opinions I cannot but, respect,still place
tieir trust in Argentun nitras, but its application is very diflicult
as it could touch only certain places and its iffect uncertain,
while two or threc free applications of a strong solution of the
chloride of potassium swith a spongo, will alnost completoly
remove the local difliculty and leasvo you a "fair wind and an
open sea." Tins %va have vioeel chemistry only as an adjunet
or chiof assistant at our labours, but as wec rise in the scale of
disease, and find, as w( do so, our difliculty increaso and our
skill more at fault, ve nay bu induced te look to this science as
the polar star in our distress, and the guiding spirit to carry ns
through the storm. I include under onu goneral term the dif'-
ferent disorders of this kind, such as albuminuria, tuborculosis,
phthisis, &c. I will speak alono of scrofula or genaral carhoxia,
and of coum seill not attempt any minuts oftdetail. We find an
excess of fluid over the solid part of the body as woll as doficioncy
of fibrin or muscular fibre and otton total want of somie impor-
tant constituents of health, such as phosphorus and sulphur, or
we bave excess of hydrogen with loss of nitrogon. On the use
and distribution of these two elenents depend, almost sololy, our
hopes of cure, simply using -airbonaceous and oxygenated sub-
stances as nourishment to kcop good the supply and preservo tho
waste, until we can offect . change in these other elements.
That chenical changes do not tako placu with tho samne certainty,
and regularity in the system influenced by vitality as in the alom-
bic and under our observation, I am wvilling te admit, but that
theso changes are more or less definitely and correctly ofTected
while circulating in the blood, I think, can bu as clearly proven.
As an instance-and it constitutes a most important part in our
curative process--givo for a fews days, cod liver oil, with phsos-
phato oflimn, and you will dtcet the dtmb-bcll crystals ofoxalate
oflimo in the urine. 'Now this can only be eotected by the change
of carbonie acid and carbonic oxide into oxalie acid, which from
its stronger atinity, nets free the phosphorie acid and unites wsith
the limo; this change is wholly produced in sone part of the
transit through the circulation.

asw beef, poinided to shsreds, has of late received the
approval of the London and continsesntal physicians, as food in
thes cases, upon physiological reasons, particularly its ready


