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in"places and thus hastons di by a hanical obst
tion. Gontlomen whoso opinions I cannot but respoct, still place
their trust in Argentum nitrag, but its application is very dififeult
as it could touch only certain places and its offect uncertain,
whilo two or three freo applications of a strong solution of tho
chlorido of potassium with a spongo, will almost complotely
romove the local dificulty and leave you a “fair wind and an
opon sea.”  Thus wo have viowed chemistry only as an adjunct
or chiof assistant at our labours, but a3 we riso in the scalo of
disease, and find, as wo do 8o, our difficulty increase and our
skill more at fault, wo may bo induced to look to this scionco as
tho polar star in our distress, and tho guiding spirit to carry us
through tho storm. I include under ono general term the dift
ferent disorders of this kind, such as albuminuria, tuborculosis,
phthisis, &e. T will speak alono of scrofula or genoral earhoxia,
and of courso will not attempt any minutic of dotail. Wo find an
oxcess of fluid over thoe solid part of tho body as woll as deficiency
of fibrin or muscalar fibro and often total waat of somo impor-
ant constituonts of health, such ns phosphorus and sulphur, or
wo bave excess of hydrogen with loss of nitrogon. On tho usc
and distribution of theso two clemonts dopond, almost solely, our
hopes of cure, simply using ~arbonaceous and oxygenated sub-
stances as nourishmont to keop good the supply and presorvo the
waste, until wo can offect » change in theso other olements.
That chomical changes do not tako placo with tho samo cortainty,
and regularity in the system influonced by vitality as in tho alom-
bic and uodor our observation, I am willing to admit, but that
theso changes aro moro or less definitoly and correctly offceted
whilo circulating in tho blood, I thiok can bo as cloarly proven.
As an instance—and it coustitules a most important part in our
curative process-—give for n few days, cod liver oil, with phos-
phato of lime, and you will detect tho dumb-bell crystals of oxalate
of limo in the urino. Now this can only bo offeeted by the change
of carbonic acid and carbonic oxide into oxalic acid, which from
its stronger affinity, sots free tho phosphoric acid and unites with
the Jimo ; this chango is wholly produced in somo part of tho
transit through the circulation.

Raw beef, pounded to shreds, has of late recoived the
approval of the London and continental physicians, as food in
theso cases, upon physiological reasons, partieularly its ready




