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(i)nmual Communications., ] the power it posseses of arresting decomposition,

| and the developement of fungi.

JARBOLIC ACID, AND ITS USES IN MEDICINE | Mons. Pasteur, has long since preved, how the

AND BSURGERY. atmosphere produces decomposition of organie

Br J. ALGERN(-)T\'—TEMPLE, MD., i z:znbstances, he has demo'nstmted that it ls not to
M. R. C. & ENG. its oxygen or any of its gaseous constituents,

but to minute particles suspended in it, which
Bead before the Medicnd Sevtivn of the Canadian Institute, April | ave the germs of various low forms of life, and
el 13 which become the essential cause of decom-

_ sition. Carbolic seid seems to possess the power

The subject I have chosen this evening to , of destroying these low forms of life existing in
bring before your notice, is Carbolic Acid and its | the atmosphere, and to this we must attribute
uses in Medicine and Surgery. I haveno doubt , its great henefit in the treatment of compound
it is alveady well known to you all, but 1 trust . fractures and wounds.
you will not consider it unworthy of your atten- | The grave results which follow compound
tion for a few moments, I have nothing original - fractures so frequently, is undoubtedly due in a
to bring hefore your notice, it is merely a history ! great measure, to the entrance of air, producing
of the varions modes in which. it has been used, ' decomposition of the blood which is effused
pointing out the latest improvements and man- around the fragments, and among the interstices
ner of using it.  Time nceessarily prevents my @ of the tissues, converting this effused blood into
entering fully into all the diseases in which i an acrid irritant, producing both local and con-
earbolic acid is nsed. . stitutional disturbance.

The Germans seem to have bheen amongst the While I was in India, being there connected
first who used carbolic acid, or compounds ana- @ Witha Railway, I had many opportunities of
lagous to it, in the treatment of disease, but to ; trying carbolic acid, in contused and lacerated
Dr. Lemuire, of Pavis, are we fhdebled for the - Wounds in the natives, especally about the feet,
earliest publications on this subject. 11 1861, he | as they are always barefooted, and consequently
published three essays on its uses, and in 1863 wove exposed to such accidents, and T am now,
he published an extensive monograph on its uses * fully convinced of its great usefulness, in the

Mzr. PRESIDEXT AND GENTLEMEN :—

in medicine and surgery., treatment of wounds.®  Carbolic acid as you
Dr. Declut, in 1865, published at Puis, well know, is extineted from the light oils of tar,
another volume on enrbolic acid. by distillation, and then treating the products

T think to Prof, Lister, of Glasgow, is justly with a concentrated solution of potasl, which
dne the honour of being the first to use it ex- distilata temperature between 320% and 392v K.,
tensively in ‘England, move especially in the . separating the alkaline solution {rom the hydro-

treatment of compor e 15 was i
upo nd fracture S this m “During the very warm months of May, Jau.s and Suly, in India

March, ]8(,,) in the Gl ASgOW ]‘0\.“ Iufirm: ary, woutuls rapidiy became lilled with snaggots, unless the greatest at-

tenfion is puaid to eleanliness, and the drosstogns froquently e

ina case of (,01}[[)31111(] fracture 1n the l(ur 112 this  As my practive was veey seattered, 1 could tot . e alnuys
Visit oy Hospitad daily, and so Wi oldized 1o leave e cases in

case ho\\ ever, 1t did not prove successful, but it chang o my native Sistant, o Wy retarn, o et on
di d * his |-.ut, 1 constantly fornd tuagotsin the 'muml whiie T, ¢ € o,
id not alter Lim from persevering most ener-  preveuted the parts from leaditg. After I tegan to use carbolic

Daeist, Daever ina single instance, found a mn;;,,ul i wat ol not-

getlcd.lly l)lS rcse.u'ch(,s on this sulgect, and you ulh ~tunling, [ lhxd to dircet my assistaut por to ve the

dressings, but simpiy l-- .J.,xpl\ t’n id externaliy, daiy, duering
all know with what great sucecess his Jabours P s 1 by thew: ros 15 3t sl
were crowned,

& ey, here,
it the very Wi attnmer muuuh !‘.n sante tidegg mmt:mtl

- . . . : I v §Y year se theaeid von will t with Ie
Dr. Lemaire attributes its sanative offects, to iF ,“l.,.;“‘,l,‘,.',;',:f;',ﬁ._ o e et s mect with th



