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about 20 pounds. On cutting the liver
through its entire substance, from above
downwards, it was found to present the
same appearaiice on its internal sections
that it did on its external surface when

viewed, covered by the peritoneum. |

The cut surface exhibited numberless
sections of black masses, varying in
diameter from three lines to one and a
half inches ; their form was spheroidal,
very nearly cxrcular the feel was une-
tuous : placéd upon bibulous paper they
caused an oily stain: setfire to by taper,
a thick offensive smoke was given off,
and an odour of burning animal matter.
The peritoneum investing the abdomi-
nal parietes was studded in paris corres-
ponding to the locations of the masses in
the liver, with slate colored spots, evi-
dently due to simple imbibition. No
doubt could be entertained, that the pro-
per structure of the liver had admitted
into and between its molecules, - an
immense deposition of true melanotic
and scimhoid matter, the accessary
lobes of the liver were as large as full-
sized oranges, or turnips. The gall
bladder was shrivelled, contained very
little bile, \vhlch was dark colored ; its
ducts were quite pervious, the spleen,
pancreas, kldueyq, and bladder, could
not be examined, nor was there any
possxbmty of securing blood from the
veinsof the liver, for subsequent mi-
croscopical examination. The writer
of this communication was fortunate
enough to secure two lon'fnudm'll sec-
tions of this pathological cunosn) » which
‘have been deposited in the valuable col~
lection belonging to the  University of
MOGIH College. :

From the perusal of thb abo* ¢ cnse,
we are naturally led to draw the ibllow-
ing conclusions :

1st. That-all these heterolonrous for--
mations are evxdently the result of per-'
‘verted or diseased action in the animal

economy, as pmvcd both anatornically.
and chemically by 1he1r entire dlssmu~
larity to any other tissue necessary for
the right and healthy exercise of. the
funcuons of the body. )

2. That the seat of the perversion or
derangement is manifestly in the ca~
pillary system, the grand centre of, the
metamorphlc changes constantly oc~
‘curring in the blood.

3. That while’ the great and i 1mpor-
tant changes necessary for the growth
and health of the body and its parts are
-due to the metamorphosis of * arterial
blood in its capillary vessels : neverthe-
Jess, a similar and protectlve proces; is
carried on in the venous blood, in its
proper capillaries, by which, inconve-

_niences which Would mfalhbly arise,
jeopardize: health, and xnduce dlsease,
are obviated. .

4. That we have in the instances of
Melanuma, Scirthus, and Tuberculosis,
the most positive proof of the incorrect-
ness of the theories of Laennec and his
followers, that all those matters are de-
posited ourrmally in a solid form and
subsequently underrro a species of soft-

-ening—however long may have been
the time rcqmred for the" development
cand maturatmn of the masses in this
particular case, certumly nothing bear:
ing the resemblance of softening liad
manifested itself at the time 6f deata—
the consistence: here was hke thnt of
‘camlarre, o

-Lastly, that the complete lmniatlon
of tlm enormous melanotic deposlte in
4zhe Inel, (so faras we were enabled
to 3ud ge from our anfortunately hwrried
c\'unmatwn) wmlld JUetlf) us’in ns-
signing to thxs orrran, as has been con-
ccde,d by common conscnt to the cuta~
neous and ﬂencxal mucoua tlShUEG, the
highly i 1mportant oﬁ‘Lce of decarbonuma
the VGHOHa or '11ready employed blood»
of the wsrcm, and om}'lmrr the )(‘pan -



