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may bo pointed out in the most vigorous language, and with the
most conclugive reasoning, and yet remain utterly uncared for;—

Sinco man from bLeastly wonds is known

Words arv man's province, words we teach atono,

When reason doubtful, like the Samian letter,

Yoiots him two ways, the narrower is the better,

Placed at the door of learning, youth to guide,

Wae never suffer it to stand too wide.

To ask, to gucss, to know, as they commence,

As fancy opens the quick springs of sense,

We ply the mncmory, we losd the brain,

Bina rebel wit, and double cham on chain,

Confine the thought, to cxcrcese the breath

And keep them in the pale of words till death.

(Applause.)  Well then, gentlemen, I thunk it 1s quite evident that
itis a poor and imperfect conception of cducation that should limit
it to the learning of any language whatsoever. But, surely, if we
are to make the acquisition of languages a part of education, it
sbould be the language we are most concerned with, and I must be
permitted to say “that under my science of ponderation which 1
smposc to establish, Ithink English has a prior claim to Latin. 1

o0 not disparage Latin and Greek; but I'speak of whatis most im-
portant andr::\?hat ought to be taken first, and 1 think it 13 most
melancholy the jgnorauce of their own literature and language in
which our best educated of young wen are brought up,  Latin, of
course, is of very great use. It s the only means of obtaining a
cousiderable amount of information which is to be found in that
language, aud is not to be found elsewere. It has also a noble
literature of its own, and is a key to the knowledge of many of
the modern languages.  Thercfore, it is undoubtedly astudy of very
lui;h importance. and we must always remember that those persons
who have been the wodels of all ages for kunowledge of language,
and for force, and vigour, and felicity of cxpression—the Greeks, I
mean—knew no language but their own. (Applause) The Ro-
mans learned twn languages—Latin and Greek—and they learned
Jjust enough Greek to make them neglect their Latin; and the con-
sequence was, that their literature 1s inexpressibly inferior to that
of the race thatcame before them who knew but one language.
Well, but, gentlemen, allow that we are to teach Latin and &rcck,
only see how we set about it! It is 1o joke to learn Latin and
Greek; but it is o joke compared to learning Greck and Latin
grammar, as itis called. The grammar is one thing. the language
1s another; auditis so infinitely more difficult tolearn the grammar
ban the language, than I quite agree with Heine, the German witt
—Jlow fortunate the Romans were that they did not learn the
Latin grammar, because if they had done so, they never could have
had tiine to conquer the world.”  (Laughter and applause) Mon-
taigne, three hundred years ago, saw this, and exposed it most forci-
bly, pointing out how casy it was to learn Latin colloquially, with
\'cry&ittlc mar, and how be, without the lash, and by wercly
being taught and auswering in it, became able in a few years to
speak asgood and pure Latin as any schoolmaster.  But, then, that
would not answer the purpose, because it is said you must discip-
line the mind; and thercfore the bay is lput through the torture of
the grammar, which he is supposed to learn by Leart, and every
word and svllable of which ke forgets before he istwenty yearsof |
age. There is o sort of worship inutility in tlus matter. 1t seems
s if it was thought something very fine to Jearn something that

cannot by any posibility do a man any good— (lauglter)

* Tho languages, especially the dead~ i
All sciences, especially the absiruse—
The arts, at least allsuch as could be said 4

To be the most remote from common use.”

(Laughter) Ttis, T think, the idea of the pedantic mind that a
thing cannot be good for education, cannot be a dircipline of )
the mind. unless 1t is something that will be utterly useless in future
life. Now, I do not think so. I take a familiar instance. There
is no doubt that Greck is a language of wonderful felicity of expres-
sion. DBut what can be more beautiful, what more refined, what
would more exercite the tastes or the faculties of * person than the
study of French prose, carried to the perfisction to which itis carsied i
by Prevost Paradol, Sainte Beauve, and the great masters of the
Janguage? We bave nothing that can approach to it in England;
we have nothing of the exquisito finish und polish ; and if 5 man
wants to exercise his mind in such tifngs, he cannot find a better
thing to exercise it in than French prose, only he would have this
disagvamagc, that when he goes to Parisbe would be able to order
his dinoer at the cgfe without squzbbling over his bill, and without
making himnself the laughin of everybody who is there; and
therefore be must bo put through some discipline in the Greek lan-
age. every character of wlich he is sure to forget before heis |
isty years of ace.  Now, gentlemen, it depends upon whzt you |
want to make  If you think the great object of the education of I
[}

mankind is to make thew sophists and poctasters and schoolmas-
ters, no doubt we are 'n& the Tight way to work : but if you
think it is to train th.m for the husiness of life, T submit to you, in

Euclid—then what had been tied wo could have untied, and Ian-
uage having been put together in that way, we should have ana-
ysed it into the cules which had been laid down.  But language

was uot made in that way. Langunge grew, wo know not how,

like a tree or a plant; and, therciore, when you are trying to re-
solve that into general rules which never was framed on general
rules, you ure sowing the sand, you can never hope to do 32, and
the result is that afler oue's years have been ma(ie miserable by

Leing crammed with these enormous rules of grammer, the excep-

tions arc always as numerous as the rule, and you never know

whether therule applies or not.  Well, gentlenien, thore is another
thing I enter my protest against—and that is, Latin verses. Ido
not think the bistory of pouts is s0 prosperous that the end and ob-

Jjeet of mankind are to be the making of as many young people as

possible poets and poetastert.  (Laughter.) Pro{;ably t!ne worst

of all the little 1ollies of society a man can have is that of scribb-
ling verses.  And yet, years of our lives are taken up in the at-
tempt to teach us to write Latin verses, which after all, are gen-
erally a cento of expressions stolen out of different authors—the
very meaning of which one does not understand. I am quite sure

T have been highly commended for verses I could not construe

myself  (Laughter) And this, of course, gives 4 most unfair pre-
dominance o boys who have been taught that, becouse it is an act

so absurd and so repulsive that I believe no one was ever known to
acquire it late in life. It is an accomplishment that must be ob-
tained ecarly, if it is to be oltained at all, and I know young men
who have been prevented gaining honour for great classical ability
beeause they had never possessed the knack of stringing words to-
gether which are called Latin verses. I hope there 1s 2 movement
going on against it; I do hope, at any rate, that we shall get nd
of it.” There is another thing almost cqually absurd, and that isin
learning the language. 1 consider a man uaderstands 2 language
when he can read with fluency and with ease a good, plain, straight-
forward author who writes grammaﬁcally andsensibly.  Well, that
is comparatively soon donein Latin and Greck, if that is all that js
wantea; but that is not half enough.  There is not enough torture
in that. It is very simple. But what you must dois this—)yon
must take a passage which is hopelessly corrupt. where the amanae-
nsis hasgone tosleep or been tipsy, or dropped a line, or something
or other; and you must rcad two or three puges of notes of all the
wisest men that have read this passage, written in bad Latin, with
their idea of how it ought to be reformed, and then you must give
your opinion on it. I feel certain that if JEschylus should come to
life again he would be easily plucked at any Oxford examination
in one of bis own tragedies; and as for Homer, I am not quite sure
if he new the difference between the nominative and accusative
case, or had ever heard of a verb. Indeed, the Est years of our
life are spent in & profitless analysis of those works that were pro-
duced by wen utterly unconscious of the rules we are endeavour-
ing toelicit from them. Well, genticmen, I have nothing more to
say onthat point, and I proceed to another thing which has always
struck me very forcibly, and that is the inunense period of time
given to ancient history. Do not :nisunderstand me.  Ancient his-
tory is a very important matter and a very beautiful study, but it
is not so important as modern history, and it does t:ot bear so much
on our transactions. Consider what itis. Ancient history has two
phases—the one is a monarchy, the other is a municipality. The
notion of a large community cxisting by virtue of a popular
Government extending beyond the bunds of a single town never
entered into the mind of the ancients, so that the best years of our
lives ave spent in studying history in which that which makes the
difference between modern and ancient socicty—the leading charac-
teristic of our society—that principle of rfgrcscnwtion which bas
madec it possible in some degree 1o unite the existence of a large
country with the cxistence of 2 certain amount of frecdom—that

Rxgnciplcis utterly unknown in the history that we study. The

man empiro_was csteblished from the necessity of the case;
because, when Rome became too preat to be a municipality, the
ancicnts knew of no other means to place tho Caesar, atyrant,
over the whole body. The idea_of doing as we do, of sending
representatives from different provinces to meet in Rome, and con-
sult for the general welfare, never wecurred to them. It wasa dis-
covery of later times, and yet it is to theso historics, which waat
the very cssential of modern history, that one thing which 18 ats
leading characteristic, that the best years of our life are devoled.

Ido notsay time is thrown away, but it is melancholy to reflect

that this history is not taught as an adjuuct to, but a sabstitute for

the knowledge of modern %istory. If a man Las obtained « know-
ledge of modern aud sediseval history, it is most valuable, nodoubt,
that he should bave a knowledge of those communities with wluch
to compare it, but if he has not 2 knowledge of modern history,
what avails all this? Ile has aot the means of cumpanison, and
the study becomes profitless and uscless.  Evea thatstate has at-
terly passed away. It perished, never to return, with the fall of
the Roman empirc, and on its ruins sprang up a acw state of things

the words of Sydney Smith, whether we have not had a Jittle too ;| — the feudal system, and the politics of the middle ages, which have
much Latin and Greek  If we are to have them, they onght to be | ripened in the present state of things. s we have it now.  Of all
taught on a very different systens  Thero Is nothing more absurd " that our youth know noth'm%;m'.l'hcy are taught nothing whatever
than the attempt to untic knots that have neverbeen tied.  If lan- jof it. The subjoct is never brought before them, and their atten-
¢ had beew constructed on general rules—if it had been made | tion is confined to the squabbles, and wars, and intrigues of petty,

10 this way, that a number of wise men met and laid down ] quan- | republics, the whole number of which would hardly amount to as
tity of rules, such as, for instance, that the nominative case s%ould | many people as this t dt‘{; There is a well-known passage in
a letter from one of ﬁ!::t"ﬁcn to Cicero, in which he eadcavours

alTays agree with the verb, and the verb govern the accusative— 0 c c
and 1f languago bad been wade and modcgood on the principles of ] %0 consale him for the death of his dsughter Tullla— Behind e



