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Aniong the reeds .and rushies that border quiet streams and'ponds
lives Ilydriometpra lineata, one of the least known of our North Atrericani
Hemiptera. This insect is comparatively rare iii collections, but common
enoughi iii nature, though owving to its smiall size and inconspicuious
appearance it escapes ail but the sharpest-eyed collectors. Its elongate
body is borne on hiairlike legs and resembles a bit of twvig or grass more
than a living insect. After the eye becomes accustonied to the odd
shape, they are most easily dist ingu ishled, especially Mileni they move
about over the surface of the water. Duringy the past sumimer 1 took
over five hundrcd speciniens of this insect without any special effort,
finding, themn common through New York State, Massachusetts, and
Conne'cticut.

The appearance of tbis insect is unique anid exceedingly grotcsque,
for the hiead, thorax and abdomen are so elongate and the legts 50 thin
thiat it l)roduces the effect of a minute Indian club stalking about on the
water. Closer examination reveals a pair of solemiu, protruding eyes
situated at about the middle and on either side of the handle of this
rndian club, while from the end a pair of threadlike antennie are waved
about in a mysteriously cauitious manner. Underneath the head is the
nmurderous beak, the comimon possession of A i emipterous insects. Ini
very rare cases individuals may be found with a pair of %vings closely
folded upon the back and covered withi leathery hiemelytra, wvhich are only
to be detected by the use of a lens.

The economy of this elongate form becomes at once apparent on
studying the hiabits of H-ydrometra. In the first place, it reduces the
insect's wveighit to the minimum and lessens the liability of breaking
throughi the treacherous surface film uipon which the life of this aquatic
pedestrian is passed. Ini the second place, the long, cylindrical body is
50 like a bit of twig in appearance that Hydrometra is protected fromi his
enemies and concealed from his prey, uvhich do flot in the least suspect
in this apparent strawv the presence of a deadly foe.

'Ple genus Hydrometra %vas first establishied by Latreilie in h'is
"Precis des Characteres Generiques des Insects" (1797) p. 86. 1 have

iîot hiad access to this book, but iii his -Histoire Naturelle des Crustaces
et Insects," T. xi., ,pp. 267-269 (1804), Latreille says :"I I have taken
the characters of the insect pointed out by Geoffery, Gimiex, stagnor-um


