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lation est'iblislied by law, is, that an Elementary school
hose' should not cost more than $1608 and a model

sCitOol flot more than $3000 ; but the Superintendent is
eITPOwered to authorize a larger expenditure in case of
fl0eessitv.

SCHOOL. FUIINITUIIE.

t is iiot etnougli tlhat the Sclhool hlouse hc, spacious
4IId airy -the ftouriisliiigs, seats, dcsks, and tables, for,
the classes should be suitable, and adapted t othe'
l1hYsical requirements of the scholars. The desks,
tables, and benches need flot be uniform in size, for in
this case the oldcst and voungest -%vould hoe alike
r'endercd uncomfortable. Physicians have attributed
to) feglect of sucli considerations Miopé and Dorsal
CJuralure bv wvhich some weak children are atllicted.
Moreover if the desk or table be flat, the scholar is
forced to bond his body into the form of a curve in
Order to write. The benches ought always to have
backs as occasional changes of position and support
for' the loins, wvhen the seholar is flot engaged in
'VIiting, are indispensable. Serious and even incurable
Mlaladies have been attributed to the absence of backsi
tO the seats in. school-rooms. This necd surprise noi
011e. It is matter of every day remark that the bodies
9)f Young persons are readily susceptible of changes
'l their natural conformation. Physicians tcachi us
tilat their limbs are as easily put out of shape as they
'le capable of being adjusted in cases of fracture or
dislocation. If the bonches be fixed, they should flot

b0- Loo far from the desks or tables, because, otherwvise,
t'I1B scholars are obliged to bean over too much or to sit
U'POn lthe very edges of their seats.
. The question of desks and beuchies is one of great
'fliportance ; but the limits of this circular do not
,idmlit of rny enlarging upon it ilu ail its deLails. It
f'lius suffice for me merely to indicate the essential
rItquremeiits of h ygiene:

'1. Vhe scholar s ionl h ave facilities for. com-pletely
'esting on his seat, with hiis legs underneath lthe table,
"'Id able, atI lis case, with luis feet on the floor, to foi-n
a righit angle wvith 'the directions of luis tiuiglîs and
body. ''

2o. The table or desk should be inclinoed, and adjnsted
theUi stature of the scitolar.

30. The bencli or seat should be suclu as to suit lthe
scholar's size and slîould alw'ays ho furnishied wvith a
hack.

40. The schiolar's position sluould be sucit as to admit
or Ilis standing up te answer when reqnired. If you
furtîter examine the question under consideration yen
%Viti find, that, as a safe-guard to good miorals, the seats
8IiOuld be sepairate. Aocording to rny views, hoth the
deSks and seats should 1)0 fixe'd and separate. lu that
calse)aslor whieuî rising, te answer, is oblige t

td the enîd of luis seat, wv1ich prevents Iilm from
10OOkiuig for luis answver iii a book, and froem hoing

liItpted by h is companions, wvit1uout d.iscoverv.

THE SCIIOOL RECORDnS.

Uis suippose, genutlemn, timat y ou hiave, for lthe
POsn, atm excellent teacher: lte scholars have made

900d 1)rogrcess, and the examinations at the close of the
Year ham% aflèîrdcd you enlire satisfaction :but the

,Oaher, for some cause or ther quts your neighbour-
1 *o whlat becomes of the resulîs of his teaching ?
h' 8PLpisdonubtless, wvill have gainod something from

it. perta ps, flot a single document remains for
te 11)0 efit of succeeding teachers and pupils. The good

teachier departs leaving behind hlmn ne traditional
advantalges or opportunities for future profit from anLe.-
cedent instruction given in your scîtool. One migit
wvell say lthaI he carnies away the school along wvith
him.

It would iiot ho so if the archives of eaci scluool wvere
preserved; if vou caused to ho carofully kepî thoe
record of the labours by means of which thte schiolars
are traincd, and prepared for titoir periodical examina-
tions-as their copy books for wriîing, and arititmetic,
analysis, composition, and drawving. A succeeding

mseor yeoung, feniale teacher, jusl entering lie,
voctilo, could not, %vithoteu groat advantage, refer to
suet records, and se become cognizant ofn-worki pro-
viously donc, and of the methods pursued by former
instruc tors. la other respects,wvanI of experience won Id
thus be in. part remedied to, the advantage of vour
children.

The copy books, &c., of the scitolars shoiuld bc, for
this object, uniform.

The practico now refcrred to already oxists in several
other countries, and, particularly, ln thc United States.

I beg of yon, therefore, to sec that every one of your
schools is furuisted withi a suitable receptacle for con-
taining suct records of past work, for the Journal of
Education, &c., &c.) and for- preserving, during vacations,
maps, models,' and other appliances. You wiil s0011
reaizc lthe good rosults of sucli provision, wvhich is 1101
of a costlv nature.

THE i;AIUEN.

I have already nientioned Llie extoîmt of sito for a,
scitool lieuse, and, lu specifying lualf au acre, 11n%
itention wvas merely to indicale the minimum, for i
consider it important that a gardon should ho attachoed
to it. I ain aware lthat, generally, you. allowv teachers
the use of grouind sufficient for Ihat objeet. But titis
should always be donc. Youi should, insist that the
schoolmaster or mistress keep a garden ; and, if the latter
require somo hieip for the performance of the lîcavier
work necessary, I amn convinced thiat Ihey Nvill alwvavs
find, among lte rate payers, persons wilting te rende r
suclu service.

The Sehool Garden ouglit t le e sucit as to nmaintaiîî a,
good reputatien amongst you; you ouglut to assist ln
adorningr and enriciting il for if lthe teaclier dei-ives
some benefit from il this wvil1 not fait to prove of advaîi-
tago te yourselves indirectly. In fact, whlatever acqu i
rements your children may mako aI sohiool ln lthe
knio-,vltddge of processes of cultivation, must be lrofi table
te vourselves. You wvill be enabled le Uîllize tlieir
knowledge on yeur farms, and frequenîly, pcrhaps,
yeni wvîl ho surprused at lthe amottt of advanîage con-
ferred on yourselves titrouglu lthe resulîs of a sinîgle
lessoît givetu at school 10, youir ctildron.

Moreover, ln. the hiands of a well informied school-
master, lthe gardon becomes a precicus instrunment of
inustruction. For example, in leaching front Il Le Petit
Manuel d'Agr-icutlture,"' or Il First Lessons in Scientilic Agri..
culture," wvit can ho mtore valuable titan lthe practical
exemplification presenîed le lte observation of tile
schtolar lu the cul tivation cf a gardeon ? Study is Ilîns
rendered attractive, and instruction is received withon, t
painful effort on lthe part of the sclitlar; for il is ne

onr by words alone tat ideas are communicatted,
but by lte siglil îand examination cf lthe very objects
ttemselves cf whict it is desircd le impart lthe know-
ledge. A more child nmay titus ho made te learn î.hings
difficuit andi dryin l their nature, and titis wiîhouî
fatigue.
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