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tical zono of the Sierras, thus capped with a ragged fringe of
snow projected upward against the canopy, is the receptacle of
their converging wuters. It is a bowl of vast amplitude, which
has for countless ages received and kept the sedimentary settlings
of so prodigious a circuit of Sierrus, builded up with every va-
riety of form, structure and geological elements elsewhere found
to eater into the architecture of nature. Iither descend the
currents of water, of the atwmosphere, of lava. The rocks rent
from the naked pinuacles, tortured by the intense vicissitudes
which assail them ; the fragments rolled by the perpetual pres- |
suro of gravity upon the descending slopes; the sands and soils|
from the foundations of rocks and cluys of every gradation of
hardness ; the humus ot expired forests and annual vegetation ;
elements carbonized by transient fires; organic decay; all these
elements descend, intermingle, and accumulate.

This concave plain is, then, a bowl filled with sedimentary
drift, covered with soil and varnished over as it were with veee-
tation. ‘Che northern department of Rincon, closely embraced
by the Sierras and occupied by the San Luis iake, is a vast sa- !
vanna deposited from the filtration of the waters, highly impreg-
nated with the mountain debris. Beneath this soil is a contin-
uous pavement of peat, which waintains the saiuration of the
super-soil, aud is adwmirable for fuel.

The middle region of the plain, longitudinally, displays a cra- |
ter of the most perfect form. The interior pit has o diameter
of twenty miles, from the center of which is seen the cirtcun
ferent wall forming an exact circle, and in height five hundred
feet. Tiis wall is a barranca, composed of lava, pumice, calcined
lime, metamorphosed sandstone, vitrified rocks, and obsidien.
This circumferent barranca is perforated through by the entrance
and departure of the Rio del Norte, the Calebra, and the Cos-
tilla rivers, which traverse the northern, western and southern
edges of the interior. By this and other forces of corrosion this
barranca is on these three sides cut into isolated hills, called cer-
ritos, of every fantastic form and of extraordinary beauty of
shape and tints. The bottom of the crater has been filled up
with the soils resulting from the decay of this variety of ma.
terial, introduced by the curreots of the water and of the atmos- |
phere. It is beveled by theso forces to a perfect level ; is of the
fattest fertility, and drained through the porous formation which
underlies it.

Frow this crater to its southern rim, a distauce of sixty-five
miles, the park expands over a prodigious pedrigal formed from
it in the period of voleanie activity. This pedrigal retains its
level, and is perforated by the Rio del Norte, whose longtitu-
dioul course is confined in a profound chasm or eanon, of per-
pendicular walls of lava, inereasing to the depth of 1,200 feet,
where it debouches from the jaws of this gigantic flood of lava,
near the village of La Joya, in New Mexico. Such are the cx-
traordinary forms and stupendous dimensions with which nature
here salutes the eye and astonishes the imagination. The ex-
pansion of the lava is all to the south, following the descent
towards the sca. Toward the north, repelled by the ascent, are
waves demonstrating the defeated effort to climb the mountain
base.

Such is an imperfect sketeh of this wonderful amphitheater
of the Sierras. Its physical structure is infinitely comples, ex-
hibiting all the clements of nature piled in contact, yet set to-
gether in order and arranged in harmony ; its clond-compelling
Sierras, of stern primneval matter and proportions ; its corave
basin of fat fertility ; its atmosphere of dazzling brilliancy, tonic
temperature and gorgeous tiots ; its arable and pastoral excel-
lence, grand forests, and muititnde of streaws; its infivite va-
riety of mines and mincrals, embracing the whole catalogue of

made casy by convenient passes. Roads re-enter upon it from
all points of the compass and every portion of tho surrounding
continent. These are not obstructed at any season. On ihe
north is the Poncho pass, leading to the Upper Arkansas river,
and into the south park. On the cast, the Mosca und Sangre de
Christo passes debouch immediately upon the great plains. Oan
the south is the channel of the Rio del Norte.  On the west easy
roads diverge to the rivers Chamas, San Juan, and towards Ari-
zona. In the nortwest, the Cocha-to pee opens to the great
Salt Lake and the Pacific.  Convenient thoroughfures and excel-
lent roads converge from all points und diverge with the sume
facility.

Thtg system of the four parks, extending to the north, indefi-
nitely amplifics and repeats all that charaeterizes the Sun Luis
park. Smaller in size and less iljustrated by variety, each one
of the three by itself lingers behind the Sun Luis, but is an
equal ornawent in the sawe family. Their graceful forms, their
happy harmony of contact and position, make their aggregated
attructions the fuscinating charm and glory of the American con-
tinent.

The abundance and variety of hot springs of every modula-
tion of temperature is very great. These are also equalied by
waters of medicinal virtues. It has been the parudise of the
aboriginal stock, elscwhere o abundant and various. Fish,
waterfowl, and birds of game and song and brilliant plumage
frequent the streans nnd groves. Animal life is indefinite in
quantity and abundaatly various.

The atmospheric currents which sweep away every exhalation
and all traces of malariz and miasma have an undeviating rota-
tion. These currents are necessarily vertical in direction and
cqu blein force, alternating swoothly as land and sea currents
of the tropical islands of the ocean. The silence and serenity
of the atwosphere are not ruffled; the changing temperature
alone indicates the motion of nature,

All around the elliptical circumference of the plain, following
as it were its shore, and bending with the indénted base of the
mountain, is an uninterrupted road of unparallcled excelience.
This circuit is five hundred miles in length, and is graced with
a landscape of uninterrupted grandeur, variety and beahty ; on
the one hand the mountains, on the other hand the concave
plain, djversified with groves of alames and voleanic cerritos.
At short intervals of five or ten miles asunder are crossed the
swift-running current and fertile meadows of the converging
wountain streams. Hot springs mingle their warm water with
all these streams, which swarm with delicate fish and waterfowl.

The works of the beaver and otter are cverywhere encoun-
tered, and water power for machinery is of singularly universal
distribution,
ble; the former subsisting on the perennial grasses, the latter
upon irrigation everywhere attained by thestreams and artificial
acequias. This concave configuration and symmetry of struc-
ture, is remarkably propitious in economy of labor and produe-
tion, favored by the juxtaposition and variety of material by
the short and easy transport, and by the benignant atmosphere.

The supreme excellence of position, stracture, and productious
thus grouped within the system of the parks of Colorado, occu-
pying the heart of the_continents! home of the American peo-
ple, is conclusively discernible. Here is the focus of the moun-
tains, of the great rivers and of the metals of the continent.
The great rivers have here their extreme sources, which inter-
lock and form innumerable and convenient passes from sea to
sea. From these they descend smoothly to both oceans by con-
tinuous gradations. The parks occupy the line of the fortieth
degre=, and offer the facilities for a lodgement in force, at the

metals, rocks, clays and fuel ; its capacity to produce grain, flax, { highest altitude, where the highest divide of the continent ex-

wood, hides, vegetables, fruits. weats, poultry, and dairy food ;
the compact econowy of arrangement which blends and inter-
fuses all these varieties; these combine to provoke, stimulate,
and reward the taste for pbysical and mental labor.

Entrance and exit over the rim of the park is everywhere

ists, half way between the trough of the Mississippi and the Pa-
cific shore. Being immediatety approachable over the great
pluins their wines of precious metals are the nearest in the
world to the social wasses of the American people and to their
great commexcial cities. Their accessibility is perfect. All the

Agriculture classifies itself into pastoral and ara-
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