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comforted, finding sometimes more enjoyment and more profit in
thec service of praise than in any other part of the sanctuary worship.

Sacred songy thus serves a two-fold purpose: It is a means by
which God is directly w'orshipped; and it is also a means by which
spiritual benefits are communicated to flic worsbippers, and is
intended to instruct, edify, and bless them. As a part of the service
of the sanctuary sacred song thus stands related, on the one side, to
God as an act of bornage, and, on thic her, to the worshiippers as a
means of grace.

This two-fold purpose whiichi sacred songy is intended to serve
rnust be distinctly, borne in inid Mien it is sought to determine the
rnanncr ini whicb it sliould be rendcred.

As a constituent part ',f public wvorship, it should be engaged in
by flhc vhole body of the 'vorshippers. Thiere shiould be no silent
voices in God's biouse. Whiere a chioir or select feiv sing and the
T-est rnerely listen, this important part of worship is degradcd to the
level of a mere musical entertainmient, in wvhich the sanctuary
becomes a concert roorn, tbe choir thie performers, and flhc assembled
worsbippers; an audience mect tu enjoy the entertainment.

Little argument will be needed to show that the service of song
in the sanctuary should be rendered intelligenitly. The subjeet-
mnatter of praise is Divine trutli. If, tiierefore, this part of worshiip
ist-o be properly rendered, the people must understand whiat thecy
are singiîng. If tbey do flot, if the words they sing have littie or no
meaniing to, thicmselvcs, thiey mighlt just as welI be using the words
of an unk-nown. tongue, anid tbey certainly make tlîis part of %vorsblip
an enipty and nieaningless service.

The service of songr shiould also be rendered initelligibly. The
psalin or hynin should be sungr iii such a mnanncr as to present the
truth whichi it contains as clearly and forcibly as possible. The
Apostie Paul sets this lii clearest lighit (I. Cor. iv.), and shows that in
worzhip, thec preaching, prayi1g, and. Fingingr shiould be such as tu be
cisily understood, otbierwise there could bc no cdific'ation to tbc
Chiurch. That the singing niay bc rendered intclligibly, the wvords
rnust be so clearly and distitactly en-nciated th-at an ind.vidual
could casily follow thcmi even if lie lîsêd no book and lîad nzver
hicard them before. Thle singing tlhat raiglit be tàk-cn for Italian or

Germn asreadily as Englisli inay do for falshioiîablc frivolities but
mot for wvorship in God's house.
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