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and of the use of simple surgical and medical aids. The mure grammatical
knoNvledge lie lias the better, foi' lie will have to learn and use a foreignl
tongue, and possibly to translate into it the Word of Cod. He oughit to
know enough of nature to appreciate the -works of God, and encugh of luis.
tory to perceive the background of Bible facts. As he bas to teach Chris.
tianity, lie should know something about the lîistory of its planting, its early
sufferings and triumiplis, the origin and pro-ress o! existing apostacies, and
the story o! the Reformiation. He should also be acquainted to sonie exteit
wvith the history of modern missions, including the lives of eniinent missji.
aries. But above ail, lie ouglit to be well acquainted withi the Bible. Thiat
Book will have to be the coînpanion of his loneliness, the guide of bis perpiex.
ity, the support cf his life, the instrument of his labors. It should be t
chief subject of bis study. His mmid should be famniliarizedw~ith. tFe sucre,
text, with the evidences o! its inspiration, and with tlie varied doctrinal and
practical truths which it reveals. He needs to, be rooted and built up in
Christ, and established in the faith, and the aimn should be to, give hlim afil-M
grasp of theteachings of Scripture, and instruction, as far as possible, in tile
whlole counisel of God.

It is a serious question whetlîer in our training of inissionaries w'e give
the Word of God the place ivhich, it deserves. Is flot Bible study in Our
colteges apt to, be too cramped, and too merely critical ? We teachi our stu.
dents to dissect the Seriptures, but are tlîey taughitto disseettheirownea.ts,
to understand tliemselves? Vie teach thien the letter o! Scripture, but do we
lay. due stress upon the posession o! its spirit? We teach thein to judge til
Book, but they should lie taughit to let it judge them, and by its liglit 1o
judge of ail things. Is not God's Word a fire and a hianmer ? Woe to us if
by oui' processes. we strip it of its sacredness and strengtli. Let us give tiie
Wor'd o! God its proper place, and own its suprenie authoî'ity, pre-emîinence,
and power.

It is thc desire of th is conference that those who, take part sould contrîbute
tv 'Lhe general stock the results of tlîeir experience, suggesting for the con.
sideration of their bretliren the cliief pi'actical conclusions to whicli tîey liave
been led. Inmay mention, tMien, thatguided by the prinuiples iudicated in tliis
paper, -%ve founded, fifteen years ago, in East London, an institution fo~r
training and helpiîig into the foreign field young men who desired to be nle-
sionaries. NVe subsequently added a country bî'ancli o! thl nstitutc, and latet'
on a Training Home for Deaconesses. During these fifteen years weliave deait
with miore than three thousand ý%oIunteers fui' missionar,- wvork, liave re-
ceived on pr'obation between eighit and nine hundred, have trained aîd ser.t
out five hundred missionaî'ies, and have now about a hundred students in tiie
Institute. 0ur plan is t- give the students, wheî'e dîe3' require ii, ludfiniu-
nary secular in3truction in the country branch, and then practical trîaining iii
East London, including mis-sionary, ýývan-gelistic, linguistie and iuedickd de.
partiiients. Ahl oui' students receive froni a qualified niedical man thue train-
ing o! the anîbulance corps, the results being tested by a public exainza-
tion. The deaconesses, in certain instances, ar'e sent for three nuontlis to livc
in hospitals where liueniateruit cases arc tîeated. Students goiný-to Afrîa
receive instruction in tue treatinent o! tropical fevers, and %where tiiere lias
been specia' îitness -w'e have given students the advantage o! a tour years
medical course in the London Hospital. lu al aost every case these have Lie-
comic qualfied miedical nmen, and are now iii the mîssion-fleld. Thuetinuespent
by students in the. Institute lias vai'ied accoî'din-g to their age and tieeds. Our
systeni bas been an elastic one. Vie ha,-ve tried to give to ecdi the lielp hoe or


