
LVANGELICAL IMISSIONS IN SYRIA. [eenc

littie quarterly, Star in t/he .East. Pre-einient amnong the mission institul-
tions is the Amnerican IPress at Beirut. It had an initial and fitful history
of nineteen ycars iii t1ii island of Malta, wlien imiportant, preparatory -work
ivas donc ; but ail the issues of that period have fallen into the back-
grounld, and the history proper begins -with the arrivai in 1841 of Mr.
Hurter -%vith the ncw fonts of Arabie type fromn the United States. Thiat
ycar 636,000 pages wcre printed. The ycarly average is now over
20,000,000 pages, and the total froin the beginîning lias reachced 500,000,000
pages. Fiftcn presses, three type foundries, and mnachines for sterce-
typing and clectrotypiiig in the bands of its staff of forty-five --vorkers,
issued last ycar about f30,000 volumes, of whieh nearly one hiaif %'eru
Seriptures ; 13,000 clectrotype plates of Seriptures alone arc storcd iii its
vauits. lIs shielves carry to-day a stock of 530,000 bookis. The 500
different issues uipon iscataloguce r a -%vide rang'ce The Amerian

'Mission lias aimcd ail these years to fecd it -witli the standard Christiani
works froni Thomnas à Kemîpis' " Imitation of Christ," Bunyan's 94 lil-
grimi's Progress" and " Holy W\ar-," and Edwards's " H-istory of lle-
demiption," down to the serinons of Spurgeon, 'Moody, Thaîn, Davidsoln,
and Richard Newton ; Drummnond's «'The Grcatest. Thing in the Worltl,"
and bnna Sewall's " Blaek l3c)auty. " Tcxt-books of cve.ry grade, froili
priiners to astronomny, trigonoînctry, inedicinci, aud systcmatie tbeoloizv;
dictionaries, encyclopýudias, comimeutaries, hivnuî a'xd tune books, asud
standard wvorks ir. science and history, -with a sprinkling of spicc, sueli as
"Robinson Crusoc, "Swiss Fainilv Riobinson, " and even " Mother

Goos's" melodies for the little ones , ail go to, mnake up the richi total thiat
has been provided for the Aýrabic-speakinçg millions as amrnuni:.ion for the
holy war alrcady waxing warmi the world over bctween trath and error.
Hecnry Martun, of saintcd nemory, sailcd froin Bomibay ncàrly cighty-
threc ycars ago, bound for Arabia, to adid to his wondclrfully rapid ýaclieCVe-
ments as a transiator the. translation of the Newv Testament into Ar.alije..
Like David of old, his holy ambition 'was chcked b)y the Divine negative,
but ho at lcast rccordeil his wvise apjreciation of the mission of the, Arabie
langruage in these 'words:

«'Wc shiail begin to prcachi te Ax;-.Iia, Syria, Persia, Tartary, part of
India, and of China, hiaîf of Africa, and ail the southcrn, coast of the
Mediterrancan, and one tongue shahl suflice for theni ahh"

And this estimate of the reachi of the Aralbie, anguage lias been inrite-
rially expauded witlî the large increase of geographical knowledgc since
the tinie of llenry Martyn.

For the carryingr on of ail this conîplex -,vork the missionaries are
hargely dependent, upon te aid i)f theu 650 paid native lipers -vlî> arc
ngagcd in it. O>ne third of tiie-s are wvoînn. Ths hler n' u

roui nucleus of tlip wvork, lite crowni uf the inissionary's, labors, :aud the
chief source of his aftccionaLtc anixicty aîîd hope. Soime arc sclf-dcniyingý,
active, spiritual ; soine are not. Both they and wc, whîose advantagcs are
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