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little quarterly, Star in the East. Pre-eminent among the mission institu-
tions is the American Press at Beirut. 1t bad an initial and fitful history
of nineteen years in the island of Malta, when important preparatory work
was done ; but all the issues of that period have fallen into the back-
ground, and the history proper begins with the arrival in 1841 of Mr.
Hurter with the new fonts of Arabic type from the United States. That
year 636,000 pages were printed. The yearly average is now over
20,000,000 pages, and the total from the beginning hasreached 500,000,000
pages. [Fifteen presses, three type foundries, and machines for stereo-
typing and clectrotypiug in the hands of its staff of forty-five workers,
issued last yecar about 60,000 volunes, of which nearly one half were
Scriptures ; 13,000 electrotype plates of Scriptures alone are stored in its
vaults, Its shelves carry to-day a stock of 530,000 books. "The 500
different issues upon its catalogue cover a wide range. The American
Mission has aimed all these years to fced it with the standard Christian
works from Thomas 4 Kempis® ¢ Tmitation of Christ,”” Bunyan’s ** Iil-
grim’s Progress’” and ‘‘ Holy War,” and Edwards’s ‘¢ Iistory of Re-
demption,” down to the sermons of Spurgeon, Moody, Thain, Davidson,
and Richard Newton ; Drummond’s ¢ The Greatest Thing in the World,”
and Anna Sewall’s ¢‘ Black Beauty.” Text-books of every grade, from
primers to astronomy, trigonometry, medicine, and systematic theology ;
dictionaries, cncyclopredias, commentarics, hymn and tune books, and
standard works in science and history, with a sprinkling of spice, such as
‘“ Robinson Crusoe,”” *‘Swiss Family Robinson,’’ and even *‘* Mother
Goose's”” melodies for the little oncs, all go to make up the rich total that
has been provided for the Arabic-speaking millions as ammunition for the
holy war already waxing warm the world over hetween truth and error
Heury Martyn, of sainted memory, sailed from Bombay nearly cighty-
three years ago, bound for Arabia, to add to his wonderfully rapid achieve-
ments as a translator the translation of the New Testament into Arabic.
Like David of old, his holy ambition was checked by the Divine negative,
but he at least recorded his wise appreciation of the mission of the \rabie
language in these words :

¢ We shall begin to preach to Aicbia, Syria, Persia, Tartary, part of
India, and of Chinz, half of Africa, and all the southern coast of the
Mediterrancan, and one tongue shall suflice for them all.”

And this estimate of the reach of the Arabic language has been mate.
rially expanded with the large increasc of geographical knowledge since
the time of Henry Martyn.

For the carrying on of all this complex work the missionarices arc
largely dependent upon the aid of the 650 paid native helpers who are
engaged in it. Onc third of these are women. These helpers are the
real nucleus of the wark, the crown of the missionary’s labors, and the
chief source of his affectionate anxicty and hope. Some are sclf-denying,
active, spiritual ; some are not.  Both they and we, whose advantages arc




