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fearful as inevitable. Extreme and constant suffering here, and utter and
hopeless ruin hereafter, cuid not have faiied to, have been the portion of every
member of the race. The power of Apollyon had, in that case, been far more
dreadful: cxerted with a determination and a force, of whieh each and ail1
would, unintermittingly, have been reaping the bitter fruits. lhanks, then,
« to the Gud of ail grace,' who grants him not his cruel pleasure, in the accoma--
phishment of his evil irtentions, and the gratification of bis malevolent desires;
but who, whilc mysteriously permitting, rnercifuliy restrains, overrules, atud-
couniteracts, his Agcncy."

Muc'h of the prevailing dishelief, or at least practical disregard, of the
scriptural doctrine respccting tlie exibtecc and agency of cvii spirits, Mr.
Young ascribes to miodern Authorship.. le says

"If ever there was a period in the history of our Country, when both instruc-
tion and admonition, in relation to the evils ini question, w'ere pecuiiarly need-
cd; that period seems to be the present. 0f the popular Lterature of tAie day,
flot a littie is dceply tinctured wvith an anti-evangelical spirit. Not only is
this truc, in regard to the large classes of Productions, that are of a dccidcdly
Deistical, or seni-Deistical, character: Productions, cither openly denying
the Inspiration, or directly impunging the distinctive and fundamentai yeni-
tics, of fIoly Scripture. It mnay also be afflnmed of oahers, which profess te
impart useful or entertaining knowiedge and wvhose anthors disii il inten-
tion of opposing,, or disparaging, any of the announceinents of Cbristianity.
Often, they cm body sentimen ts,-sonietmcs plainly enunciated, sometim es-
î'tfuilj insinuated,-which do not harmonize vwith the teachings of the Word.
WVhat, tco, renders theni the more dangerous is, that the incongruity is not
alwa.ys apparent.

«"IThe poril, fromn this source, is the greater, and is continually on the increa-se,,
owing to the more famuiliar acquaintance that is being cultivated -withi works,
of Germian authorship. For h1ese, there bas been, of late, a growingr demand.
Indced, the craving becomps, in some quarters, rnorbid: it is stinmulated, into a
keenne:ss, almost resembling a species of miania; while itspreads, at the same
time, with the infcctiousness of au epidcmic. Hence a vastly ailgmented and
augmcnting importation of them. The consequence bas bt,. w-hat might
have beczi cxpected. The reading, part of the Britisi mind bas been, to no
small extent, indoctrinatcd into the opinions, and even, as it were, cast into-
the strange mu lds, or traincd to tho peculiar mode of tbought and expression,
prevalent in Fatherland. This is a process of assimilation, or mental discipline
and impression, which, especially during the last tiço or three decades, ha&
been going on, silently yet perceptibly, and at a quickening rate.

That Land, no doubt, can boast of most dist.inguished seholars; men, whose
names in their respective sphercs of sacred or profound lore, stand pre-eminent
--among the ornainents at once of their Country and age. Froin their various

iearning and elaborate perfourmances, important benefits have been reaped, in
different departments, not excepting that of Bibl.cal Criticisim. To deny this,
w'ere equally ungrateful and uncandid. Their Treatises contain much that le
both valtiable and profouud ; the precious fruit of deep reseairch, and unrival-
led attainiment. For aug 'htsuperior, pcrhaps equal, in solid worth and usefulness,
we shail look in vain to the pli l> on dogmatie or exegetical Theology
of our best %viters at home. WVe feel ourselves laid under oI:tinwhicb
we willingly acknowIedge, to their abilities, industry and eruditien. Nor, even
whcn compelled to dissent entirely froni their expositions or tenets, clin we
'withhiold oun tnibute of gratitude for instruction ivhich their prelections afford.

'IlIt is inatter of deep nDeg--ret, hoNçevcn, that advanL'ige-4, so solid and manifold,
should, not seldoni, be înarred by the icc-inpaniment of enuntenvailing evils.
Readily do w~e admit the high order of excel1enýe, stamped on not a few Con-
tinental Productions, whichi it has been our privilege t-o examine: nor is there
a Nvi&hI to dispute the menits of others, of which, report speaks ini favourablr.


