
Cita-re to a GConrcgatioiz.

%vounds whicb ieý lias received in the liause of bis friends. Brethren, guard
against tlîis sin; avoid even the appearance af this cvii, if yau ivouid enjoy
the favar and presence ai the great Master af assemblies. Thus v'au ivi
promnote Ille comnfort and lîappiness, af your Pastar, and bis respectability and
usefulness in theî beritage of God.

[V. Attend regularly an your Pastor's public ministrations. It ivould
be easy ta prove fî'ani the word of God andtheli standards of the church, ta
-%hicli yau bciang, and afi whichi yau have deciarcdl your approbation, tilat it
is yaur dtity ta be puinctual in your attendance on the public cxcrcises of
religion; but ive prefer to regard it as your privilege. Yaour mninister is
%warranied in expecting, this frani you. Yau have engcagred ta give him, ait
encouragement in is labors for 3yaur cdif'ication ; andw;lien lie repairs ta fIe
sanctisary yau ouglît nat ta be absent unnecessarily. \Vhen the Apostle
Peter carne ta Jappa, thle devant Cornelius, iiba liad senît far lîim, ivas ziot
Wny readly ta receive hini, ivitli ail respect, but wvith lus friendls ivas anxiousiy
tvaiting ta recei ve the expected message. Il Now, thierefore," says lie, Ilwc
-ire ail licre present befare od" Markc iveil ivhiat lie said,-.Wc airc ail
hecT. Thlure Nas not one absentee. Tiiere %vas no apoiogy ta aller for
those wv1îo iverc not therc They vrere ail wvaiting for the preaclier. t''very
lîeart ivas filled ivitbi expectation. And tlîeir mieeting ivas crawnied ivitl
GaXd's blessing. "iiePeter yet spakec tiiese words, the 1-iaiy Giîost l'é11
on tlaem ivliclî bieard the ward." IL is true the circuinstvnces af tiat
interview were cxtraordinary ; but it is alsa truc that the publication af tie
sarne trutlîs are as necessary and important ta yau as ta tbem, and tiîat ro
'Toad christian iviii tliaughtlessly absent iînseii frorn the bouse of Gad.
!\Vlîen yaur niniister preaclies, you ouglîit ta be l)resent ta hear. )3y absenting
yaurse!ves fraîn the bouse of Goad, i'au îay miss thiat very serman whIicli
wautld have solved your doubts, confirined yaur faitlî, encauraged your liopes,
and iiiled vaur soul witlî a faretaste of hîcaven. D3y absenting yourseif
thioughCtýessly frorn the, bouse af Gad, yau siigiit tliat -Saviaur whao says by
luis inspired Apostie, 41Nat faskîgthe assemibling af youu'selves togetiier,
as tlie mnanner ai saine is. Me put in a dlaim, tiierefare, for yaur mini ier
at fIe autset af ]lis pastaral labors aînong you, tla o te dreuayan

punctualiy oi tlle public services af religion. Thiis is for your awn decided
iudvantage, as ivell ns for your miinister's camnfort. If lie is bound ta preacu
Ille gospel af flue grace af Cod, fropi Sabbatli ta Sabbatlî, yau are flot leý:s
bouâi ta enter bis gates ivitlî tlîanksriving, and biis caurts ivitb liraibe. Ifi
yau are Clîristians indeedl, yau ivill nat be found during Ille bours ai publie
wrorsbip resting listles.sly in yaur diveliings, or aw'ay on same pleasure
excursion, ar pastiuig up the accaunts of the past iveek, ivritinc, ta, or


