
TH E LENTEN TIME.

liv THEi Euiffrîoit.

F fliost iient origin it is, andI landeil dou Il
loub fruit the cari>' Faîbers. he Grck,
Romn, and Oriental Cliturchies, as % cli as
ourselves, have clunig lu the beason a coin-
inemnoration of' the tinte when Christ spent

fort>' days in the ivilderniesfli. Froîîî the carlicst
dlys it lias beemi a fasîing-a linte of scîf-delnial, self-
cxaininationi, penitence. lit whatever shape or forin thc
peitence xnaly bave becn expressed, the one centra idea
is the same. It is gond nowv and again, and at stated
pcriods, t0 set apart a portion of tine for a little private
conversation with ourselves ; away froîn oultside infllu-
ence, froîn the opinion of our friends, fromn the pressure
of circunistanccs, to look ourselves in the face, just as
wc are, aîîd t0 learni how we stand iii such ant examina-
lion. Lent is a season of spirituial and moral stock-tak-
ing, just as essential in every well*conducted life as the
principle of stock-taking- in a commercial establishment.
WVe knowv wbcre w'e have gained, and 'vhere wc have lost;
whiere we should retrench, aiid where we niay spend ".on
which side of the sheet stands our ycarly lelaiîce.

Not that the world lias always kept the penilential
idea we'll in vicw, iii ils Lenten observances. It bias too
often donc the very opposite.

SHRIOVE TUESDAY,

for examnple, tîxe day preceding Ash WVednesday, insîead
of being a day of sobering our minds down to our qjuiet
talk with ourselves, lias been more of a riotous outbîîrst
of nierrirnent, as if wc xvere.deterinciid 10 have oîîe good
fling of thouigbîlessncss hefore we conxinecd our
thoughitfulniess-a sort of "last touch," to be quits with
the world beforeband.

'lhle great Carnival in Rome aiid in Venicc was an
expression of this feeling-a last fling festival of mas-
<luerade, fooling, and bulToonery. Thle rich began this
feasîing and fun in good timie, to have plenty of it. l'he
poor coîîld ouly have a few days. 'Fhe clergy, iii olden
limes, stre nge to say, began first of aIl, a ' d we are, most
of us, fianiiar wiîh tlie extent of magnificence, prodi-
gality, and riot, 10 wichel the carnival xvas carried. Its
culininating point, ils climax, took pîlace on tbe eve of

ASII xvEDNESDAY.

mhis last fling idea gave risc, fromn lime 10 timie, 10
nxany hidicrous ctistc:is, which could not well bc ex-
plainied on an>' other principle, xnuch less upon a priti-
ciple of deep religious intensity. Shrove Tuesday carnies
in ils naine the idca of a stated pcriod when wve could,
iii a very special manncr, feel tuat xve wcrc slirived, or
5/irove, tbat is, forgiven, absolved front aIl wrong ibat
xve hiad donc, so that wve igb-lt the more easily cinjoy
the Lenten linie. But instead of humble and reverent
customis that would have been the sweetcst forni for our
gladncss to take, wc find ail sorts of mirîh, and even
what wc should think fuiî not very refined.

l'le peniteixce began on Monday, xvhich was called

COLLOI' %tONDAv,

but not because the people in old days were so sad that
they could not cal. Everybody eat as much as lie ivas
able, and somictiînes more than he wvas able, of collops
of salted mecat and eggs. At dawn on Tuesday morning
belis rang the people out, not to prayers but t0 fun, t0

ierrimient, lu féaslîng. 'l'lie grc.tt diixh uf tlie day ivas
1pancak es," atnd %% bal piles of theîîî were devoured ; so

m.uî>ii Ilat the peuple becgzan tossbing, themn arouind in pulay.
A greal tbinig %% xho .uld btesI loss theni ii the pan,
and 01(1 books are ful of very fuiiny piclures andI stunies
of the fun o% er tbe tossîng. Soimeîjînese tbe firbt pan-
cake, brown front tle pin, was, wvith mutch grotesque
sport, presenîed to the laz.iest boy or girl. Again il was
fasxened up) on the door of thie school-bousc, 10 the
knocker, for every door liad a knocker Ilien instead of a
bell. Curiouis it is, îoo, lîow custoins cling, how'cver
void of sense they Ina>' be. Even now, at the present
day, iii the greal

W'ESTMIiNST.ER SCIIOOL

of London, this early fashion is kept up. lIn tbe early
morning of Shrove Tluesday the beadle of the Abbey, in
bis gown, and carrying a silver baton, %walks iii state out
of tlie college gardemi, followed by the school-cook dressed
in a white jacket, apron and cap, andl carrying, with mnuch
digniîy, a pancake. Entering the school-roonm door lie
tosses bis; pancake abouît iii tle pan, and then aniong tlîe
boys. Steh a scramiblc ! Such tunibling and piling of
boys in lîcals over the priye 1 Wiîen tlie poor pancake
is caiptured, if indeed it slîould survive îo tell the talc of
the seramible. tlîe successful bo>' marches off in îriunîph
10 the D)ean and daimiis a gîlinea as bis reward. 'l'le
cook reccives îwo.

'rO GO iIACK TO 0L.DE--. TEIFiS,

football ivas tlîe event of Shrove Tuesday. It 'vas con-
spicuously the penitential gainte. Nowv, beîtveen our-
selves, Ict il bc said tbat a souîîd grain of truîth lies iii
Ibis customn, wvhether our forefathers intcnded il or not.
A gaine of football, or any good romp iii tle fresh air,
ougit, 10 be a very penilential occupation. 'l'lie briglit
air, the joyous suin, tlîe exercise, the liealîhy rivalry, tlie
laugli over our ovni success, or our ovin (îlot anolher's>
defeat, tlîe fine flowv of animal spirits, should miake us
ashanmed of ourselves for having (lotne wrong in tlie past,
and should iake us resolve 10 have no more îo do with
sudi incanness in tlîc future. For aIl xvrong-doing is
mean, and uinmanly.

Well, our greaî great-,(,raixdfaîlicrs iii tIar old 1-ngland
liad their great gantes of football on Shrove Tuesday,
alîhougli, I ani sorry 10 say, they someltinies forgot îlîei-
selves so inuch dit îiimid ladies had 10 put tlie shuttcrs
on their xvindovs. 'l'lie gaine lasîed for hours. 'lle
Mayor turîîed out 10 al)llau<l, and, tell it flot in Gath,
the ladies-even Madame tlie ïMayoress-joined iii,--
"beloiîged," as our youing Canadians xvould say.

'l'lie village boys made an efycalled an ', iv>' girl,"
xl ech îhey said they stole front uie girls ; and axvay ait

tlie oîher end of the îneadoîvs tlie girls înade one, called
«blolly boy," xvhich Ilie> claimied to have succeedcd iii

snatching fromn the boys. Both figures wverc vcry un-
couth and hoinely, the more so thc better fun, aiîd îlîe
both ivere carried iii procession 10 a firc iii readiness,
and, amid tte most riototis cheering xvere consigiîed t0
tlie laies. I hardly sec the l)enilence of this-

NOR OF TrIIIS,

wlien the scholars; barred the school-inaster out for threc
days, miade strong barricades against the doors and win-


