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'1'IK PkI N'l'E R'S ()RINI-ER.

T I-I Oraizto of severai lrinters' clubs at virions points
L.teUnited States is the subject of ant article by F. C.

ici rlite Chicago Evening Post. lie says
" Stated ini geiîeral ternis, the purpose af tiiesc clubs is ta

facilitate the acquisitioiî of advanced technicil k nowledge ici the
Variaus crafts, ta sift front tie apprentice ciass tliose whir are iii
idapted to tihe successful niastery of tie Irigler deiiîands of the
calling ini wliich necessity or accident rai) have nîisplaced tlium,
ind to bring into more initimace and friendly relationshîp the
enmployer and the eniffioyed.

«*rtue principle imphied in the organizatian of these clubs,
%vili i iglît as aptly lie called classes, is muat the tlrearetical
niîust lîrecede tihe lîracticai, tîat every step) in techirical pragress
iist bc mentaily discernied before it carin be intelligrently takeni
and hit z) worknîan of advanced ski)) and progressive ideas
nîay lie able ta inipart ta an apprentice, or a journey:nan a
clearer and bruader idea of the nmore difficuit and canipiex pro-
blenîs of lits craft tirough Uihe ageîicy of a fifteen mniniute ' biack-
boiîd talk ' thain the possible ]carniet %ouid îîaturally acquire ici
iriany days aid pcrliaps nionths spent ini a perfuuîctary dis-

charge of routine duties ' about tie slîop.'
44'l'lîere are now ini tire Unit%:d States four af these Prîiters'

TIechrîicai Clubs, anrd the credît of tlîeir arganii.atioîi is main)>',
if ,îat whlly, duc to the far-sîglîted îvisdoîn anîd tihe professional
devotîoî' of A. li-. MNcQuilkin, chief editor of 'ThIe Iland
Prunter, whio wvas first ta propose thîe gencerai plaitr aid urge its
adoptioîi as a nmeaîs af raisiîîg tie stanrdard of tie typographi-
cal craft af Anierica. Thli latest outgrowth of titis nrovemnenit
us the l>riuîters' Teclînici Club of Sprinîgfield, Ohio, the mcm-
bership of which is close <o the hundred mark. At New Ro-
chelle, N. J., was orgaîîized club No. 3, whîich meets ici a p-ivate
hall once a nioîîth and has a library of techîrical books. 'l'lire
îwo otiier clubs-Na. 2, of Oakland, Cal., anrd No. r, of Rock-
ford, 11.-have becîr organL'.ed for a lonrger periad and Iîavefourîd
sufficieirt profit ini thîcir work ta iraiîîtain wveekly îuîstead of
niontily meetings.

«'Iii ail thiese gatlîerings, whrethicr wveekly or moîithiy, a regular
course of study is îîursued, prac,.îcai taiks arc given, iîîterestîîîg
and( dîntîctuit prabtenîs duscussed ; tire whys anîd wliereforcs of
processus iwhiîcî tire anrîbittous crafisîrani sues each day ini tire
shop or workroonr, but does niot conîîrehîeurd, are ex1 laiîîed;
tic amîbitionis of thîe indifferent arc awakeuned by thre revelations
of tlie possibilities and tihe hîcauties of skiiled craftsnîauîslip,
and trat whuicli lis becir perfuîrctory, comnnîanplace and siîirply
au irksone igeurcy by wliici ta reacli tire ' pay enivelope' is
exaitcd into a coipetitian ini îhiciî tire uobler nmotive of strife
for artistic excellenice exerts its wvholcsomc insphiration. Nat
less important is the tîcarer touch irîta wliichî the memibers of
the craft are brouglît ici tis nîew reiatiouîsiip. The forernan
iîreets the apîîreîîtice tiot as a taskinaster, but as the distributer
of tire riches of lus owvî experience, anîd tire grace of tis giving
turîrislres hini with a nrcw iîîterest in tihe apprerîtice, %vha is irot
uîîaîpreciative of tire betîcfaction. ris iuterest goes beyoîrd
tire club anrd crosses tire t1ireslrold of the workroom. It cardes
%vith it an iivigoraîinîg atmîîospiîere of frateruiity, arouses dornnat
f.iculties, inicites honorable amîbitionr anrd gives thie streuigth and
faciliy wiîicir contes front added kuîiowiedge. Suich is tire testi-
îîrouy of throse wiio have ohîscrved, witlî kecur anrd increasiîîg ini-

tcrest, the checring cxperiiiieiits in the Une of techiiical chlb lire
ini the priiiting craft. Its teîîdency is Io push out those îvho
have ileithier ambition nior adapîability for (lie field of labor ii
wilîi fickle circunistances have placed Ilhum, nmaking roomi for
such as respond ta the cali for tcchniical advanccmcîît nad thus
clevating the genieral standard of the cahling."

NL'. Iu>EAS IN iENU CARI>S.

Menu cards arc nowadays very expeuisive. The biit of a
swell dinner inust have a dainty back and front, and decorations
iii fruit and flowcrs arc niost favored. At a dinnier recently
giveui iii socicty the flowers which decointed the table were re-
produced on the menti cards, specially designied for the occa-
sion. Little rural vicws and pictures of cottages ici colors, and
ctclîings are also popular, and for these designs good artists are
engaged. All sorts of occasional diinners have tlulr proiîer
cards. Those given on yachts arc headcd with the proper
colars, with thre vcssei's irame underneath, while for hunting
parties apprapriate sketches cover the outside ; and ail big clubs,
sporting and social, hiave special designs of their own. Aniong
thc dilferent shapes and sîi.es thc niost popular is a two-foid
screen about 41 inchcs high, with a scrolied border intcrlaccd
wvith violets and forget-mie-niots. Another pretty card is only
2 ruches square with just a single blossoim in the centre-such
as a rose or chrysanithernuni.

A MONTREAi. .1,sS1,'MtLNT1.

Jas. 1). Beaudry, printer, Montreai, lias assigned at the de-
miand of L. A. Lazier & Sons, Belleville, Ont. 'te Ihabilities
are placed at $4,ooo. 'l'ie iargest creditars are : J. C. Wilson
& CO., $409 ; Domnion Type Foundry, $384 ; L. A. Lazicr &
Soir, $217 7; Lctang, Letang &l' Ca., $200 ; J. B. %Valker, $459;
S. Bissoncette. $459 ; and Cousmneau & Gohier, $504.

Th'Ie only assets are bis plant, coîîsisting of twa or three
presses, type, etc., and three lots of real estate at the village of
St. Laurent, one of the suburbs of Montreai.

THE MIONTREAI. Cit.UT

Thre Montreal branch of thre Inteu national Typogr.rplical
Unrion are naot sending any delegates to the convention at D)en-
ver this year. A meeting wvas hieid ta coasider thre niatter and
it wvas dccided thiat thie distance wvas too great and the fonids of
thre Uniion too slit- tlis vecar ta permrit of thre expenise. It has
been decided, though, tîrat it will lie reprcsented at the gat1, ýr-
ing of ail tie Cauradian trades unions, on Septemiber x7th, in
thre city of Quebec. 'l'lie lîrinters' delegates ta the conventidni
have nat been selected yet.

INi FOR 11ALF-rONES.

It caînaot ho toa generally imipressed thiat for getting thre
best results ici printing from a hait.îone block therc is zîotlîing
ta beat a good black ink. Colored inks tiever seem ta work
with tie sanie degree of cieanliness and ilever bring out the
hif.tone iii its utnrost richniess and fuiness. Evert assurning
,hat a colored ink could be preparcd of equa! cozîsistetîcy and
warking qualities ta black iîîk, 1< would neyer yieid as effective
a proof as thîe black. The reason I tal<e ta be this :the lialf-
toile s broken ui> into a stippie, %viiich produces a grey instend
or decided black: anrd whîite. T1hus, we have degraded whites
and liglitened stiiadovs, so that the keen coîrtrast of lighit and
stiade, wliich is essentiai ta the praper rendering of color, is
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