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PETER AMBLE.

Perer is the kind of friend one likes to walk out with.  He s known
as a ** chiracter,”” mostly perhaps because he s fond of marking traita
1 other people. Peter's grundtather was origmally a poor man, but
one who made money toward the end of his life und began Inte to
move about in the society of the owners of money bags. The good
men wus often ill at ease m this cowpany, beeause of the evident
dehight with which his friends would point to their family crests, as
much as to suy that their right to large fortunes came as a nutural
accompaniment to those precious cards. The poor old man always
felt like an ntruder on such occasions, for he had only made his
riches by economy and enterprise. How long he might have con-
tinued in thig stute of uneasiness we can only guess, but fortunately
Ins eve one duy lit upon an advertisement which et forth that an-
cestries were traced at small cost nt a certain collego of heraldry.
Away he went m Ingh hope and was met by u little black-conted,
solemn looking fellow who welcomed him  with much  vespectful
chafing of hands.  ** Amble,” gmd ho, ** reminds one of the lirst words
of De tmitatione Christi ! Some crusading family, doubtless.y He ap-
prehended no difticulty in the least, their methods were so exact. S_n
on the morrow the good merchant called again and paid over his
gumeas for & handsome eard setting forth among many shaded curves
and dragon-like scrolls, & black shield with a red cross, and a black
cockutrice crowing like mad over a Latin motto meamng ** never un
prepared.”  +« My, hoirs,”" thought he, ** at least shall not want for a
warrant for entry into finaneial society.” . .

He was altogether right. 1lis son, an unobtrusive person, went 1
among them with Ins monies, invested and speculated, and some few
years after Peter was born lost everything but the crest, which, on
his death, came to Peter. Peter does not move in high tinaucinl
circles.  He modastly keens the books of entry for u large house. lives
contentedly on his income and gives his spare hours to the contempla-
tion of many moods of humanity, QOceasionally he has friends at his
house. on which occasions he never frils to elevate the plane of ex-
iwtence by admiring the crest and disconrsing acutely to Ins friend
the lndden meaning of it all. Not being fond of cude shocks to
pleasant impressions. he very seldom tells the tale of its aciuisition,
but launches ot learnedly into an audible reflection on heraldry in
general.

He spends much of his time with his books, and of course admires
most of all the creations of Shakespenre, upon any of whose charae
ters he will have something so incisive to say that you like to sit and
listen, for is inind and nature, between them, thaw out the coldness
?‘t’l}In(n print.  Next to those he regards the essays ot the loveable

“lia,

When Peter goes awalking he keeps his eyes open for any httle
developments that may arise. He scems to take such unusual views
of things  The other day a hittle shoeblack was walking along, scom
ingly as miserable as poverty conld make him. His clothes were
dirty and ragged, his hat all too small and both boot aud stocking
sudly out at heel.  One would have thonght that such a moralizer as
Peter wonld have begun a discourse on the multitude of evils attend
unt upou the want of weaith. Unfortunately for this view, heis no
dry economist, and Ing remark was altogether refreshing, for just
then tho little fellow reached into his pockot and taking the street for
Ing drawing room and a mouth organ for s music, filled the air with
sounds that moved his feet more quickly and sent his head back to a
mareling position, such as a star militia officer might envy. * He
e-mldn t have thut happiness if Ing shoes were blacked.” said Peter.

A few mnuges later ho pointed out u friend of his. ** That.” said
he, ** 15 a8 mun who hud a hobhy. Every man ghould have n hobby.
I first met hini at an assembly where he and a number of friends re
pair tor the exchange of opinions, and although none of their opinions
¢ver seem to change tn the process, they coutinue the meetings very
vegularly.  Every ono of them hields all the rest to be in error, and
the varied hopes of assimilation. I suppose, hold them together.  For
myself [ only go to learn therr wiys. One night Tingle Sux cainegy
. When he roso to speak I observed that he was wll and gaunt,
with great musses of black hair formed into a series of natural, de-
finut elevations on the sides and top of his head. Singular hair. that
of his. Always seemed to be the same length und never seemed to be
tended. Somebody once said he would like to see Tingle run hbis fin.
gers through it just to sce the effect. Tingle was an advanced ¢cono-
mist.  When he would speak of the iniquity of holding decds in land,
some of ns would instincuively shrink a little deeper into our coats
und wish he would stop. *\Vhat is the use ' he would say, and his
long, bony finger would point straight at you, * what is the use of
trying to increase wealth as long as men are allowed a title to part of
the earth against all comers 2 Othiers would try to reason with him
but he had the 1dea firm-fixed, and there was no use in trymg to get
quit of it.

One day l'e met mie on the street and taking me by the button, said
very seriously, * It's sll over.” As I hud not known enough of his
personal surroundings to have expected any calamity, I sirove to look
at once serious, sympathetic and comforting, but hegged to be informed
of the precise nature of theloss. Then he reassuced me by the infor-

matien that 1t was his old idea that was gone, and added half regrot
fully that he had been pursuing a shadow.  But the loss was a great
one.  Tingle San had lost his hobby.  The nest time | obaerved hun
with Ins hat off, that awful bair was aleeked and parted so cavcfully
one might have thought him a most fastidious bean vather than a dry
economist.”

It 18 such men a8 these Peter likes to observe, und ns he has been
at it n long time and has a wonderfully pleasizig power of discernment,
and becanse hie is always so socmble about i, Pater Amble 1 rveally
the kind of person one likes to go n long walk with, Cyai,

A POPE WHO DIED IN LEXILE.
DY THE NEV. RUEBEN PARRONB, Db, IN Ab
Coneluston
kings of which coubtries, recogmzing the wisdom, justice, and pro-
tecting authority of Rome, had made their erowns fendatory to her,
thus assuring Lo themsolves and their hars o protection agamst do
mestic robullion and foreiun attack.  Our age, romarks Cantu, styles
1itgolf hiberal, and yet it bases 1ty constitutions or the inviolability,
or rather the iufalhibility, of rulers, and 1t rages at the thought of
thair responsibility to a spirtual power for thew acts.  ** Qur agno-
rant ancostors saw nfullibility only tn that Church with whom Chnist
promised to abide forever. ‘They thought that the Church possessed
the right of watching the conduct of rulers, of correcting their ss,
and of punishing their contumacy.  The wisdom of to-day, 1 ordar to
balunee power, introduces a loyal veto, and u refusal on the part of
parlinment to vote the budget, and the Chambers not only call the
ministers to account for their admiunistration, but sometumes pretend
to chinnge dynastics and to send kings to the seaffold or into eatle.
Terms have changed , the substance of things remains,  In the days
of Gregory no one had heard the maxim that ordinary morality and
equity should not regulate govermment affatrs.  Then  and letat ba
noted by those who believe that liberty was born only yesterday 1o
man was born a king . he was elected a king, and ment was a condr-
tin of his election.  Kimgs were not desputs at that time, but were
restrained by tho assemblies of the nation ; and the supreme anthonty
of the Pupe was acknowledged not unly by the canon but by the civil
law."

Much has been said of the violent disposition of Gregory VII. Bos-
suet descants upon this idea unto nausea, and even Yoigt scems to
accept the notion, and to apologize for his hero by aaying that * every
great man 18 violent, heavy blows are uecessary to force an 1dea upon
the world.”  'This may be true of human ideay, and m tho cnse of
those great men who are nothing more than men.  Bat onr Pontafl
was something move than a great man: he wasa samt,  Powerful
bMows he cortainly did strike, but the sweetness of the Fternal Lamb
was nover abseot in his severity. e wielded the reforming sword
13 probubly no one has ever wielded it; but hu ever withheld the blow
when the guily wanifested repentance.  Suporficial historians merely
regard the exconununications and definitive depositions pronouunced by
Giregory VIL . they say nothing of the four hundaed letters addressed
to the wicked men who were ravaging the Christinn world—pathetic
exhortations to return to God and His justice.  But woll-instructed
writers, from Baronio down to Mabillon, permit no doubt as to the
gentlencss of our Saint. Mabillon credits him with a proneness to
«lemency rather than sgeverity.” Awnd Natahs Alexander, by no
means tao favorably dispused to Gregory, says that ** lis tendencies
wero townrds mildness.”  However. reforming Pope as he pre-emin-
ently was, the imldness of St. Gregory V1. does not impress the or-
dinary obgerver so torcibly as does his stern determination to actuate
the design he had formed even m s early youth.  The very mdepen-
dence and pre-eminence of the Church were but cansequences of the
reformation which he was bound to effect, and to effect from within.
As monk, be performed s task 1n his monastery of St. 'nul's; as
archdescon and chancellor, he began the good work m the pontificates
of Gregory V1., St. Loo IX., and Victor I1., of whose ¢lections he was
the cause, and to its completion he dedicated every pulsation of his
heart. He died in emle, but his work was accomplished.

Mara,

“ CATHOLIC CANADIAN CELEBRITIES.
To the Fduor of the Carnonte WeekLY Review,

Sin,  Under the above heading, in your issue of 26th ult., it 15
stated that the late Sir George . Cartier * was instrumental in bring-
ing about the secularization of the Clergy Reserves,” &c.  Then your
contributor goes on to say . ** But still moro beneficial to the rank and
file of his own province was the abolition of the Seigneurial Ten-
ure,’” &e.

Is it to be understood froin the last quotation that it was Sir George
who brought about that beueficial change? Because, if so, I tlunk
that to anather, and to that other almost entirely, belongs the credit
of the Act of the Old Canada Parliament, 1 mean the late Honorable
Lewis Thomas Drummond. ¢ Honor to whomn honer is due.”

Yours truly,

Or1awa, 5th April, 1892, RBuaxsaou,



