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ha much more extarded than formerly, Itis
from front o rear.tathar than along tho front
that the actunl spronding out tulees plice.
Inthe new mode of battlo it is very much
the extant of lino thit ndvances on the eno

my, only it advances by driblots instead of
all at once.  Formensy, a whole line was 41—
ken forward at onco, hecanse it wis pussiblo
to do 8o without that amount of loss which
would make it ineflicient to complete the
engagement successfully. Tho risk of des-
truotion was not 5o groat as o countor

balance the advantages of having the force
in tho first line of atsack in a compact for

wation.  But now, this is no longer the case
and 80 it becomes necessary to push it for

ward bit by bit. And this being so, [ think it
cinnot be denied that as tho bits first ex

posed aresurein the first insance 10 suffor loss
from which the bits kept back escpe it isne-

© cessary to keep & very ample reserve, 80 as,
t 10 spite of loss, to be able to concentrato and

accumulate strength, and sirile hardor as
an engagement proceeds.  Bosides, it will
always boimpossible to prevent rsk of a
long fighting line opening out and leavin
g2ps. Men cannot creep through brakén
ground as straight as n “leit guide’ ean
march on two points, and even if they couid
the foatures of the ground itself may often
make opening out inevitable. If part of a
lino ot gkirmishers bas to le 1ve level ground
and fight over a hill or along & valley, it 1
evident that in doing 8o they must bs more
spread out than before, just proportinn ss
a_horizontal line through the base of the
hill, or across the top ot the valley,is shorter
than a line measured along the ground.
Therglore it isindispensable, if thera is 10
Lo any .protracted fighting in skirmishiog or
der, tbat independently of the general re
serves, the reserves available to those in ime
mediate charge of the Kighting line should
be ample ; and this is all the more so. as it
is just where thers are greay ‘ehanges of
level that thera is the'grentest need to se-
cure that the fighting line is too thin, and
the reinforcement brought up to it does not
exhaust its reserve. It is against men
crossing a hill or moving down a valldy that
the enemy’s fire will generally conyerge.
Further, by haying an ample company re
serve, as distinguished from general’ ro.
serves, it would bo much.more casy toover-
come a difficulty arising at one point in a
line than it is at present. The present sys-
tem is rather oo regimental in the mtters
of reserve, Itis shirmishing with ¢ reserve
rather thin with resc;ves. The reserve 13a
lurge body, kept together at one place,more
for a general relief than to meet temporary
und local exigencies. But under the “swarm
of skirmishers  system, where 1t must, e
evitably be tho case that captains will often
have te fight long upon their .own responsi-
hility, and bring up supports as needed,they
must not be.embarrassed by the knowledgs
that aftér they have brought up their sup
pot there js o he'p for them but u regi
mental feserve, which they cannot see, and
which might be quite unable to find or get
to them without great loss of timo, owing to
the cxpformation of the ground. ‘khe cup
tin must have u reserve whose duty it isto
stickto him, an integral part of bis own

* unit of command, & :eserve having a fixed

relation tc his part of
his part only.

Another principte which it is necessary
most carefilly to keep in view is, that Just
1 proportion as the deadliness of modern
liro-arms makes it necessary to practise fight-
ing in n less compact form than used to be
the case, 80 is it essential to make the detail
of the system or manccuvriug such, that a

the fighiting line, and

'hcticu) unit which is disarranged nnd 80pa-
ruted into fragments by the necessity of the
cage, shall be so sepirated, (It when it
comes logether agiin it mny bo ns nearly as
possible the snme tacticd unit as at the bo-
ginning, By this I mean that tho company
=hould, 1f possible, Lo so worked, that skir-
mishers supports and  first reserve, may,
when brought togather by supports or lirst
reserve getting info the fighting line, bo as
gearly us possible in the sune order ns that
" whi ol they originadly were. If tha fiunl
lecisive engigement is ever to be in line
tgdn. the hine wi'l vagy prob.bly be formed
by support anl reserve pushing to the front
when the enemy’s fire is wenkoued,and, by
flling up the spaces between skirmishers
making a line for the final wlvance, Now,
if by “the previous detail arrangement
this could be dme in such a way as that
each compny which had been divided into
skirmishers, “support and reserve, should
1guin fa Litself comple e, and protty nearly
in its old form, there can be no doubt that ;
this would bo much better than if the line
was made up, like an olle podrida, of men
of different companies, or even of men of the
same cnmpany but out of all order and with
0o tactical restoration ofunity atall. I do
not say thil auy system that ¢r>uld be de
vised would ansure this tactical restoration
being alwiys somplete.1 only urga that any.
thing which tends towards secu ing it sught
not to bo despised. ‘I'he Prussians seem to
hvo recognized the fmpor tance of this prit.
ciple, as, vather thin depart from it, they
viopt theoretically (/) an extruordinary, and
highly dangerous expedicnt to securs it.
As under their system n section, or rather
fraction is senl out from a compiny in the
tirst instance to skirmish, their pruposal js,
that in oider to preserva the original tactieal
form of the company uuit, when more men
aro sent np to the fighting jine, the section
that is in the front should ¢lose insullicient.
ly to allow the fresh men to come up in
Lheir proper company plice, nstend of mix-
ing with " the old company skirmishers, This
device is one so unpractical in itself, and
would in so muny cases be positively im
practicable, that its only value consists in its
being a strong indication how much import
ance isaltached to a restoration of thetical
unity, when the thin skirmishing lino Is be
ing thickened by reinforcement.(m) ‘I'he
Uermans are very glants as regards the sot:
Uement of principles, but sometimes display
the giant’s clumsiness in their devices for
working out principles in praciieal detail {0y
But the device proposed is worse than
clumisy and uanpractical, It is positively
dangerous,and i3 not usually 2 reinfordement
of the old line. 1t could not he carrreld out
I many cases withont unnecessary ex
posure of Loth skirmishers und reinforce-
ment. It would slacken the fire of the old
lime while they were closing 10, and would |
often result in the new Line being composed
of nlternate rows of fatigued mea and rows
of fresh men, & most unstisfuctory state
of things, us the new men must oither con
form to the old, or the ** Zus wmmeth g
(1s our German friends would say) of the

(8} 1 say *theoretcalls,” for though i §a sot
forth as umode ofaccom Hliing adherence to the
principle, 1t is scarcely ilblo'to bbllove-that it
could over have boen tricd,or thay triried: 1t could
have been found satisfactory., Some of thielr owvan
best authoritivs condemn it us tinpracticadlo,

{m) 1tlnlso affords a practieal illustration of
want I have already satd, viz. that the Prussian
avnz{-m ts, as regurds tactlead detadl, esseatiaily
crude.

(v} In proofoftl’s

s~¢ the diagrams 1n Tellen-
bach’s excetlent ¢ Preussteche Balllon’s

Bxer-

ziren,”
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whole line would bo destroyed, Whereas
1 trua reinforcement bringing fresh men up

to the front,commingling with them,tends (o
give new life tothe whole line,
ment is not merely fresh strength to the
lino pnysieally, it is alsa fresh stronpth
marally,
spirited for u new effort if he can get ann.
ther to take stroke sand stroke
him. So a soldier will bo cheered into ra
newed energy by getting a fresh man an
either side of lim,
the new man on
vartclary if the new man on either sida re
places a dead or wounded enmeado.
over the old line hns the range nlready as-
certnined, and therefore can bo most use.
ful i helping the naw men who come up,
with information.
wforcoment brought up info the old line of
skirmishers1s practically a frosh sunply, of
ammunition to the whols line.
advantages aro set aside by the Prussian
propos.l that
bo kept together, the old
ducing their intervals so0 as to leave a sufii-
cient spaco for it.”
i order not to depart from the principle
which demands the
tical unit to us original form when recon
solidativn of the skirmishing battalion be
gins by reinforcement.
uot think they
of the‘f)rinciple. If no betler way can he
devise

ably right in sacrihicing many ndvantages of
detail in order 10 securo it.
be able to shorw,
matter
1doplion of a very simple expedient, all the
advantages
bo obtaived without any of the disadvant-
ages in detul which have been roferred to
above.

A reinforco-

A tired hammerman foels in-

about with
and this particularly jr
either sido of him. o

More

And last, not least, a ro-

All these

* the reinforcing party must

okirmishers ro.
And they are set aside
restoration of each tae.
In acting thus [ d»>
over estimate Lhe importance
of carrying it out, they are prob.
But I trust to
when the detail part of the
comes to bolconsidered,sthat by the

of adhering to the principle can

(Tu b2 contlnaed.)
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Despatchies from India gnnounce a (or

rible disaster at Lahore, in the terrilory of
Scinde, the capital of Punjwub. An eirth
quake overtook the city so suddenly that
no escipe was possible.
says the report, the people rushod into the
streets from their houses, where they met
their deaths.
ever filthy streets, would afford but httle re
fuge to the territied inhabitants, while tho
high brick houses in their fail must hive
wrought frightful destruction.
of the cityis in ruins,
tbas five hundred lives havebeen lost. The
earthquake extonded over a lirge tract of
ciuatry, having been felt
miles distant from Lahore.
of about 50,000 inhabitants. 1s situated on
the banks of the Ravee,

enclosed in a douule ine
outer being about seven miles 1n circait. [t
has many large and splendid
the straets are narrow and filthy, and ex-
cessively crowded. The houses wero high
and built of brick.
extensive Mahommedan ruins, with the fing
tomb.of the Emperor Jehanguire, and the
garden of Shah Jehan.
Hindon temples,
the palace ot the Sikh sovereigns,

Ou the first alarm

The narrow and crowdel, and

A great pare,
and it is estimtod

in towns many
Libhore, a cuty

It is a walled city,
of defences, the

mosques, but

Around the city were

Here were also many
and a citadel contiining

Tuz RerreSExTATION OF Firesmine,—It is

rumoured that Sir Rabert Anstruther, Bavt.,

intends shortly to retire from
tation of Fifeshire in Parliament.

tho represen



