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Wo have, it must be admittad, gained
many useful lessons in tho art of how not
to do it, and amongst the most useful is one
wliich relates to what is called * tho general
idea’ Some theory must, of cours:, be ac-
copted by both the centending pavties, but
it ought not to extend beyond the object of
the campaign and the circumstances under
which theoperations aro commenced. When
the goueral idea is atall expanded, it at
once Joses its true choracter, and the cun
paign becomes little move than a string of
large field days.  Our arvangements are m
this respect extremely open to censure.  So
many instructions wero issucd by the Head-
Quarter Stafly so much aus agsumed, so fre
quently were events pre-aveanged, that the
gonerpls had bat little opportunity of show
ing any strategic:l talent. Again, the forces
were 80 unequally divided that the tactical
contests wero unsatisfactory and unprotit.
able to the last degree, [ real war 10,000
men often beat 20,000, but then the super-
for qualities of the smaller Lody und the
moral effect of thig blows dealt by it counter.
balance tho arithhetical inforiority, Ina
sham campaign, however, tho troops aro as-
sumed to be of equal excellence, and moral
effect is altogether eliminated ; unless, there-
fore, thore would be wonderful inconacity
on the part of the general of the larger
army, the latter can..ot fail to defeat one of
halfits own strength. Wo may here ob-
serve that it is because of ti.. ~limination of
tho moral element from a peace campaiga
that we can neveraccept the training of the
latter but a8 a very imperfect substitute for
the education of real war. [f battles were
like games of chess, and soldiers were mado
of boxwood or ivory, then the test and train-
ing of peace tanauvres wonld suflico,  As
it is, thero must bo much of what children
call #*make believe,” accompanied by not
unfrequent absurdities duo toan over-liberal
indulgence in imagwation. Yet it is difli-
cult to steer clear of these absurdities. A
general ofticer removing his plume and
gravely crawling forward to the edge of u
bank for the purpase of reconnoitring the
enemy is a grotesque sight, yot withoutsuch
precautions he would in  war bo inevitably
picked off. [tis cicarly necessary, there
tore, that on these occasions everybody
should exert his imaginative powers to the
utmost; but uniuckily the results of tho
imaginalive fuculty are not uniformly identi-
cal—nay, they are frequently centradictory.
‘The cavalryin the luast battle were convinced
that they had sabred every Highlund skir-
misher in their front; no doubt the High-
landers were as strongly convinced that they
had shot down every dragoon who had char-
ged them, and the actug) result would have
depended more upon the moral than the
material circumstances of the contest. Um-
pires cannot weigh the morale of troops.
Leaving this subject, wo regret that not
only were matters too much pre-arranged,
but that in most cases the troops were
allowed to glean no lessons from the manc
uvres in which they had t-l.en what must
often have appeared to them a meaninglesa
part. That they felt the greatest intercst
in the operations was evidenced by the
eagerness with which newspaper accounts
were devouréd, This nterest might have
been turned to profithad the remarks of the
Duke of Cambnidge on the manwmuvres per-
formed been daily published to the army.
Another defect in the arrangements, and
one which militated much against the real-
ism of the affiir, was that the Control De-
partments of the two hostile armies made
use of Aldershot as their common base,
thus arranging the conditions of their opera.

tions so that thoy should be as different],
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as possible from those of real war.

While on tho subject of the Control, we
may take the opportunity of. urging the
propriety of changing tho tlitlo of this de.
pactment.  Tho term Control and the title
Controller aro most obnoxious to tho Army,
atd tend in no slight degree to & misappre
hension of both tho position an'l duties of
tho dopartment. *“'I'he Supply Dopart-
ment ' would be 2+ much more suitable and
popular name. The Volunteers might also
pechaps with groat advantago adopt o uow
title, if n salisfactory one coulit bo found.
‘The nameo frequently affects the nature of a
thing, and the word Volunteer has already
to some oxtont como to bo lankad upon as
the title of a man who does a little soldier-
ing becwuse he likoa it, but need not do
moro than is agreeable to him. Wo do not
mean to say that all, or many, Volunteers
eatertain this feeling; but weeuspect that
some do, and, at any rate, the nams is mis-
leading. The volunteering should ceaso
from the moment when o man'has assumed
mlitary dutldes, otherwiso the ostensible ard-
dition to the force of the country, being
uncettain and variable, may be rather anin-
convenience than the contrary. By anatur-
al connexion of ideas we pass fiu™ the Vol
unteers to the Militia. We have altoady re-
marked on the oontingent sent by the lat-
tor force to Aldershot, and have now only
to draw attention to the great necessity of
some arrangements for distinguishing one
Militin rogiment from another. At present
this is a matler of impossibility for a
stranger without direct inquiry. 1t is casy
to concoive how many dangoryus mistakes,
how much fatal delay, mighe bo caused on
service because a Stait officer was compelled
to pull up his horse and put the question,
¢ \What regiment is that ?"’

It is not only the Militiz who require that
attention should Le paid to their dress; we
want in that respect & general reform
throughout the wuole army. To a true
soldier's eye nothing which is not sevvice.
able is really handsome, but there is no rea-
son why the two may not bo to a certain ex-
tent combined. A few removable ornuments
in the shape of lace or epaulets, would on
the shortest notice convert a dress fit for
the jungle into one suitable to a guard of
honour, and a handsome uniform undoubt.
edly dees exercise . wholesome influence
over soldiers, and much facilitates recrunt-
ings Still every thing must bo made £y give
way to service considerations, and the soon-
er uniform is simplified and loosened the
better. To ono conclusion we have comn
with regret. Tho bearskin caps of the
Guards and Fusilier regiments, and the
feather bonnets of the Highland corps. :we
very handsome, but are utterly unawmted to
skirmishing. As therefore there will in fu-
ture wars be a very greatdeal of that sort
of work, it is to be hoped that soma more
convenient head-dress may be invented for
these corps.

Among other reforms which we trust may
1e81't from our little «anpiizngnear Alder-
sho , i8 onedin the muvner of wperforming
the duties of command. Some of our gene-
ral3 seem to think that if they are not per
petually rushing about they are doing no-
thing. They appear incapable of appreciat-
ing the nature and extent of their own du
tics, and are constantly encroaching on
those of commanding officers. The conse
quences are to bo seonin fussy, spasmodic
operations, incapacity to modify mancuvres
and an absence of combined action. Save
in emergencies, & general of brigade should
direct only, leaving command to the col
onels.

Our remarks on the autumn campaign are
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now cotnpleted. Wae have certaiuly indulg.
ed in very frank speaking, and, having
awarded blame moro frequently than praise
we havo no doubt wounded mny suscepti-
bilities. ur view of tho campign, how-
ever, his been, that it was intended to test
our Army, and to find out dofects rvather
than excellences. If you test acannon, you
apare no trouble to nscestain it there is any
flaw in thio metal.  You do not allow your
attention to be diverted from faults of the
boro by tho strength and lightness of tho
carriage, or vee versd, In like manner wo
have deemed it our duty to confine our at
tention almost entirely to defocts, bocwuie
that which is perfect needs no fucther con-
sideration, but taults and short comingsmay
be romedied.
J S —

[ho naval strength of Russia asit was at
tho latest dites, nat including the additions
ordered during the preseut year, stood as
follows: Cuirassicred turret ships, 21; fri-
gates, S 3 monitors, 10; corvettes and clip.
pers, 32; gunboats, 68; steam-tugs, 12:
othor vaseuls 145—total, 296. ‘I'o mman these
were—Admirals and holders of separate
commands, 117 ; under oflicers, 3,033 ; soa-
men, 238,184 ; roserve, 14,194—total, 45,520.
These vessels are all either in activo sor-
vice or can bo mado ready for soa in a short
time.

Tho Japan Times says that in the intevior
of Japan there are to be found shops exclu.
sivoly for the salo of tho Curopeun goods,
and that where fow, if any, Europeans hiave
visited or gassed through. Soap, perfume.
clocks, colored engravings, and beer seem
to be in general demand, while some shopy
deal exclusively in tables and chairs after
the Buropean fughion. Gas will shortly be
introduced in the principal commercial town
af Japan—namely, Yokohama, ~nd in part
of tho city of Yeddo, the seat of Mikado's
government.

It is now re-affirmed—this timo with
much show of circumstantial proof - that
Prosident Grantstill holds pertinaciously to
that pot object of Ins, the annexation of
San Domingo. ITis professed submission of
« tho same to thewill of the poopleis it seems
but a cloak {or a certain courso of ** master.
ly inactivity”? through which he hopes to
secure his ends by and by. Nor is ho alto
gether inactive about it, after all, for he
still keops an American floet in the Bay of
Samana to oyercome the Haytiens, Itis
Just possible that Grant's tactics may suc-
ceed, the more so as neither Haytiens nor
Dominicans have yet proved compstent to
thes task of governing thomselves,

i The Russinans appear to consider that by
the conquest of Turkestan they have guiin-
ed a second India, and to be carnestly bent
upon improving the natural resources of the
new province. The chief improvement on
which they pin their hopes is extensive ir
rigation, by means of which they expect to
raise large crops of silk and cotton. A pro.
jeet for irrigating the steppe of Drizack is
at present under consideratign, several en-
gineers having been employed by Govern-
ment in surveying the plain and working
out a plan, which if approved will be put
into operation at once.

DIED —At Berlin, Prussia, from tho result of
wounds recefved at tho siege of Metz, COLONEL
EbpwiIN VAN KAYSER, Prussian Horso Artlllery,
brother-in-law of Licut. Colonel Robert Love-
Lieo, late Osmanli Irrszular Cavalry, andformer-
1y Captain HLM. 19th Regiment; General Agent
VOLUSNTEER REVIew, Provinces of Quebecand
Ontario, Dominlon of Canada.




