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countored by them, as by us, when-war is
justifiable. Such was tho war with the South.
It was absolutely necessary to preserve the
United States from dismemberment, just as
wo should bo compelled to war with any
country that attempted to destroy the em.
pire; in fuct the very samesuflicient grounds
which -drove the United States into a war
with the South would necessitate our going
to war wero Canada invaded, knowing, more
over, that if one, and that the nearest and
greatest of our colonies could be violently
wrested from us it might not be long before
England would loso others, and dwindle
down into an inferior power. We do not
believo tho Americans would ever commit
50 great an outrage, not to say blunder, as
to attempt the invasion of Canada.  We be-
lieve property is as secure in Canada as itis
in India.” When, if ovor, we lose Canada by
forco of arms wo shall see Consols at GO or
50. England will be no Jonger what she is.

But, in conclusion, let us observe that we
never heard of any American of position
threaten Canadian invasion, while wo have
heard strong declaimerson their (the Ameri
cans’) part of any such intention. Acting
on Wellington’s advice that the best way to
preserve peace is to be prepared for war, it
may be well for the Canadians to_erect for-
tifications and render all the able-Lodied
men amongst them accustoined to tho use
of the sword and the rifle, but to defend
themselves against American invasion we
doubt not they swill never be-wanted.

If, however, strengthening their means of
defenco is any advantage to Canada, have
not the Canadians much to thank the Fe-
nians for? .

READY FOR WAL,

«(From tho London Times.)

As to mon, we have more soldiers under
arms in the United Kingdom than we ever
had before in time of peace. As to arms,
wo not only have 300,000 Sniders in store,
but we have in that weapon a rifle as far su
perior as the Chassepot is superior in the
eyes of Frenchmen to the Prussian needle
gun. Our artillery is excellent—in fact weo
have guns enough for 60,000 artillerymen.
As for ammnnition, we can make 1,500,000
projectiles for breech-loaders in one week,
and in a fow weeks we could manufacture
the whole amount expended by the British
army at tho siege of Sebastopol. We have,
according to Mr. Cardwell, adequate though
not excessivo stores, it being impolitic to
Jkeep in hand enormous quantities of stores,
which are likely to spoil, and of which in
these times of transition and reconstruction
the very pattern may change and so render
‘them useless. It is true that the seventy.
five battalions of Infantry at home aro weak

and that tho companies in each regiment
are below their proper force; but the policy
of the Government has been to keep the
cadres always in existence, together with
their officers and non-commissioned officers,
ready for immediate expansion as sonn s
an emergency arises. The Government, in
aword, take credit to themselves for not
neglecting to maintain all things which it
requires timo to provide, while they have
relied on the liberality of Parliament and
on the unparalleled resourcesof the country
tosupply fthe army with such stores and
necessaries as do not require time for pre-
paration. Itwas this conviction which en-

abled My, Cardwell to -concludo both his
speeches by declaring that if wo were on the
eve of war, we might truly say that England
nover ventured on a war, finding her ro
sources in men and munition in a botter
stato of proparation than at present.

Whilo the Secrotary of War is ablo to tuko
s0 ckeorful a viow of our militavy resources,
Mr, Childers .is no loss conlident #s to tho
cflicien® condition of our Navy. Whether
wo aro to assumo theattidude of a **securo’
or of an “armed * neutrality—nay, evon if
wo should bo forced actually to take up
arms by any contingency arising out.of the
Franco-Prussian war, wo have, hesays, at
this moment a most efficient navy, Wo
have seven ships in the Channel Fleet and
nino in the reseryo of that flect ; sixteen in
all the coasts of the United Kingdom. Be-
sides theso we have o strong floet in the
Mediterranean, which in the comrse of this
wmonth will join the Channel Fleet and man-
ouvre with it. The combined fleet would be
of itself more than a match for the combined
forces of any two nations that could be
brought against it, In addition, we have a
considerable number of ships in reserve,
which will all be:commissioned in tho pres-
ent year. It cannot but be satisfuctory to
the public, and some consolation for the ad-
ditional burdeus this untoward outbreak of
war will entail, to learn, while the French
navy numbers 27 broadside and four special
iron-clads, carrying 283 guns, the English
have 40 iron-clads—ten of which are ships
of the Monarck and Captain class—carrying
546 guns, each weighing seven tons and up-
wards. In a siiort time these 40 ships will
be ircreased to 48, carrying 602 guns—a
naval force which, it is not too much to say,
could sweep the seas of all the navies in the
world, With regard to stores, the navy, ac-
cording to Mr. Childers, is well supplied.
Our reserves are '*in admirabla condition,™
and our Coast-guard consists of men, ‘‘alto-
gether fit for service.”” All thatis wanted
to render this efficient peaco navy still more
formidable, and to carry it one step further
into a state of * secure neutrality,” is the
liberality of Parliament. But whether the
House beliberal or not, Mr. Childers, as re-
sponsible for the present state of tho navy,
considers that, even as it is, it is “in a most
satisfactory state.”

WIHAT OUR NAVY IS AXND WITAT IT
OUGH{ TO BE.

(From the New Yorlk Herald.)
‘I'he Secretary of the Navy in his annual

forty iron.clads or monitors, for coast de:
fence; ten first-class armoured vessels, for
forcignservice; ten first class wooden steam-
ships, each of three thousand tons; twenty
second class stéam sloops; of two thousand
tons each; twenty third class steam.sloops,
of one thousand tons, and fifty-five fourth
class steam gunboats, averaging six hundred
tons. This would make our effective navy
one hundred and sixty vessels. One hun-
dred and twenty of these vessels would be
employed in foreign: squadrons, one-half at
a time, or an appropriation could bo made
annually for sixty vessels of full steam and
sail posver, the vessels for harbor defence to
be laid up and cared for until they are
wanted. This would not bo a largo navy for
this country ; on the contrary, it would be

report recommends, as a nucleus for a navy,

Still, for want of a botter it would sufficon
theso times of heavy taxation, and it would
enoblo tho naval authoritios to send respec
table squadrons abroad, and with thoen
ergotic cruising dono by our ofticers w,
could managoe to have our flag shown
places whero it has not been scen for man
yoms.

Tho current Navy Register presents an ar.
ray of names of vessels, and to tho uninity
ted it would appear that we had a sufficier;
number of ships of war to meet the demang
of our: commerce. On closo examination ¢
the list, however, it would appear that muy
of the ponderous names borne on the regs
ter belong to vessels that can render no a
sistance cither in peace or in war. ‘Thew
are at the present time forty ono wooda
vessels in commission, and four ironclady
making an effective force afloat of forty-fin
vessels of allclasses. In addition to thee
there are oloven vessels on the stocks thy
can be got ready in & year, soventeen stew
vessels capable of being repaired, and fou:
teen ironclads that can be got ready for by
bordefencoe in two weeks—in all, cighis
seven vessels. that can be made effectivon
time of war, although from this total shoulf
be deducted five sailing vessels, OFf thern
maining vessels borne on the register ninety
eight are small tugs, fit "only for cock ya!
duty, vessels employed in the transports
tion of stores, hulks, receiving ships, schod
ships, practice ships, and experimental re
sels which have been proved to be wortt
less, So wo have nearly one hundred ve
sels unfit for war purposes. This is an e
hibit not gratifying to an American hear il
and it is these defects in our naval organis i
tion we wish to seo remedied. s

It will require something of an outlay :
bring the number of vessels up to the stas
ard required by the Secretary of the Nari
report; but it must bo remembered 14
this outlay will extend throughseveral yes
—four or five at least; and oven thene
cannot hope to have the whole numbers
Lquired unless Congress appropriato fra
year to year the amount of money astd
for. We would recommend that Congrs
begin the worlk at once, as it will take soze §
timo to collect the timber aud shape
iron for our future war ships, so thats
least a year witl be lost in making prepa [
tions. We would aiso recommend that 21 Ji
the iron ships and all tho engines built ty
contract at somo of the privata machs
shops in this country, and that outsideskp
builde. . bo invited to offer plans for’mod: g
ling and building someof tho wooden stexs B
vessels.  This will inaugurate a zealousooz I
petition between our naval contractors azd
privato shipbuilders. Itwill infuse newh?
into our dockyards and machine shops, !
it will relieve the public mind, which v}
feel easy when Congress is seen takingsozt
steps (o place tho navy in an efficient co>
dition, Now, what member of tho Semi
or House of representatives will commen»
this work by offering the proper resolutioa!
Who will take the opportunity that is offe:
ed to make himsélf a name with the Amen
can people?

-

The Mitrailluse adopted by tho Brits
Government, and now being manufacturd
for the army, is said to be & far moro d
structive weapon than that used by
French. Ata trial of one of tho guns
-Shoeburyness recently at a target repe
senting a body of 150 foot soldiers, at &
yards, the Mitraillouse made 264 hitsin fo‘-"
minutes, 5o that one hundred and fity s*
diers at that distance must have been o0

termed in England and France a small one.

pletely annihilated,




