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Montreal College has advised the vetirement of three
students during the past sessjon,  Probably all the
eollegea conld profitably do something of the same
kind. Let them strive after quality  rather than
numbers, vl we shall bear little wmore of cumber-
some deviees to narrow the gateway of entrance into
the ministry of the Church.  We have machinery
enough now, Al we need s to work it a little better
to 2ecure the end aimed at,

THE COLLEGE CLOSINGS,

ANT weelk saw the College Closings with  their
interesting ceremonies, their words of weighty
adviee, any their tender leave taking,  We doult not
the heart of the Chureh goex out with the voung
ministers who are now face to face with their life work
ax conseerated servants of the Lord.  How <hall they
stand the day of trial? - Of all the incidents conneeted
with a elosing ceremony. the departure of the young
graduates i the most  interesting  and the most
momentous,  To their training they owe much, and
the cquipment received in the elass room, it wisely
exereived, will be preciouz aid in the battle for souls.
But the grace of God in the heart, the indwelling of
the Spirit must be velied upon, if acceptable service is
to he rendered in God's vineyard. The honors con-
ferred at Convoeation attract the eves of the Church
and of the public to young men of ditingnished
scholarship; how often i profound piety and saered
ambition “horn to blush aieeen™ at the College
Closing?  Yet more impartant iz it to the voung
minister to he truly called of God than to e able to
win the highest college honora in theological studies,
Thervefore it behoves the distinguished men to remems-
her that as they step down to the arena they have to
tight the tuttles for the Master with many and varied
werpong, a4 knowledge of sin and of fallen human
nature heing more useful than a2 knowledge of Greek
root: and Hebrew points, more servieeable to know
the social conditions of ruggling, striving humanity
in the many .«rlu-r(-s of life, than to know Hegel,
Hodge or Ritehel. Yet it is gratifving to find as the
results of the examinations at the varions colleges—
Knox, Queens and Montreal, especially, that the
devoted young men who have chosen the ministry as
their .Ths-ro of labor are mentally endowed so as to
rove their merit in that reapeet and to win fairly very
dgh distinetion in the fields of scholarship. That
they may consecrate themselves anew, and in fmmilit\'
seck to trrn their mental gifts to to the glory of God,
and not of themselves, i the praver and hope of the

Church. *

PROFFSZOR ROBINSON'S FAREWELL.

HE singular ability displayed hy Professor Robinson

in hi= inaugural address in the Bloor street
church, when he was weleomed to the professoriate
chiir in Knox College <till remained in men's minds,
so recent has it heen, when they listened to his fare-
well address as Profeszor in 8t. James Square Chureh
lnat Tharedav.  The too hrief period hetween these
two  events merely  served to confirmn the  high
apinion formed of the Professar’s fitness for the chair
when he first came amongst us,  And his elocing
address was 2 fitting word to his fraitful labor at
Kuox. His words to the students showed that young
as he is himeelf, he has geasped the essentials of the
preacher’s lite. They must needs have a message to
the peaple and only by study of the Word conld they
have x message, and the more diligent their study was
pursued the higher and hrighter that message would
beo Their message, ton, was to he an independent
o, not plagiarized frow men or books.  He eoun-

selled them to test thoroughly all new views hetore
aceepling or propagating then. They should never
preach ina mist or doubt. Thes were never to forget
that there were those in their congresations who were
hungering for the trath, and that they were in the
pulpit to give them the bread of lite,  ‘Therefore they
must never go into the pulpit unpepared.  They
should also be pastors. The funetion of the pastor
was to teach his floek that there was something hetter
and higher than wesddly pleasure. He was to eare
for the young and the sick. He was to ward off the
vultures of sin and temptation which were continually
threatening to swoop down on the young and earry
them off. - But there was another goal, and in accom-
plishang it they would also acenmplish the tirst two,
The highest and best o all was to do all to the glory
of God. This was theiz sole message, namely to make
nien honor and love and adore the Heavenly Father.
Tu elosing Prof. Robinson gave atterance to some
strong words of personal affeetion and rewnd for the
Principal, the Professor< and students of Knox College,

THE PREPARATORY COURSE,

I'l‘ will be hearvtily coneeded that the  conelusion

arrived at by the anthoritica of Knox College to
madify the Preparatory Course. has been o stepin the
right direction.  The objeet in view is to secure greatey
excellence and leseen the cost of condueting the work
in the Preparatory Department. First, it has beende.
cided that henceforth students who hitherto would
have studied at Kaiox College, prior to entering the
theological elasses, will study at the University of
Toranto or 2uch other university as may be approved
of by the Senate of Knox College. The preliminary
studics at the university shall e arcanged by the
Senate, or by a committee theveot,  These vecom:
mendations will e forwarded to the General A~
setbiv. by whiclh body they will doubtless be ap
proved, and the other colleges who will be cupplied
with copics of the new plan are expected to follow the
same course. This means that the cost of the Pre
paratory Course will he <aved to the College, aned that
the work will he done at the University, Fhe full
university course for the B A, degree will not he re
quired, but a course equal to or hetter than that siven
up will be reguired and the standard will he main-
tained or excelled. For come time past there has heen
a distinet desire for some such arangement, and the
reference to the same in His Excelleney, Earl Aber-
deen's address to the students of Knox Collewe last
fall were evidently inspived with the objeet of indi-
cating the course about to be adopted. Now that
Kuox College has advanced in this matter it i to he
hoped the other colleges and the Geuerrl Assembly
will heartily acquieser.

THE DEITY RECOGNIZED,

Tn the latest Australian despatehes we are told that
the work  f confederation has been materiaily ad-
vaneed of ke, The Committee has agreed ana report
which, if aceeptable to the colonie<, will be the consti.
tution of the new Federal State, The name sugsesgod)
i The Commonwenith of Nustealia and the Federal
Capital will be o new ety on Federal Territery, A
naticeable and <atisfactory reconupendation i- that
whicl recognizes the Mmighty in the preanble the
words being = Humbly relying upon the blesing of
Almighty God™ It wall be remembered that scnctime
ago 1t wax agreed that no referenee be made to the
Deity in the constitution, but an agitation «prang up
which has resulted in the recognition here queated.
The non mention of the wune of God or o the tevm
Proavidener wias 2 concession to a secularizing move.
ment which seeted at first to he formidable, hat when
the matter was placed fairly before the peaple it was
discovered that the ery of *uo Gold ™ was trom o fewn
noizy agitators whose pretence to represent Anstralian
thought has been effeetively repudiated.,

e b et



