566
Mission Field.

Lotters from Indore.
Eduitor of Tuk PrrsovrrRIAN REVIKW.

Sist, —Posxibly a short description of suime
of the muer features of our work may not be
umnteresting.  Tiwo weeks ago ouo of our now
Chiristiane women, Iheo by name, went in to
the aity to buy somne batnboos to make for
liersel{ e house, when sho way seized by two
of her old casto men and kept a closo prisouer
all dayin one of their houses. As sheddd
not return w the evening, inquiries wero
wade, and through the help of the chief just.
ice of Indore, she was relcased and allowee cv
return to her house after midvight.  She, her
husband and son had been hiving iv one of
the Mang wards of the city. ¥irst the hus.
band and son were baptized, without any
special batternesy being doveloped ; but when
the wife, 1 tho face of the pleadiug and
threatemng of the caste women resolved o
vocome a baptized Christian, the whole family
had to leave the house aud ward, losing the
house aud all the property they wers uot able
then to carry away with thew ; aud they have
been since then hiviog in an old disused lune-
Xiln on tho college compound. As this
afforded them protection ueither from the
weather nor thieves, and gave them no kind
of privacy, 1 agreed to let them build for
themselves a small temporary grass hut on
*Yie back of thecollege compound, and it was
to get bawmbyo for this that the wife went iuto
thecity the day she was arrested.

In the same ward with the family lived a
tsrricd daughter who hsd alsoimbiboed Chris-
.tush views. Her husband avd caste tried very
hard to change hier ideas by meaus ouly too well
kunown to them; and when all failed ove day
the husbavd ot coming howe at noon throw
her on the ground and cut off the hair frem
tho lower hialf of the back of her hezd, the losr.
est, most degrading form of punishuent kunown
to a Hiudoo 1n regard toa woman, By thisact
she becouses diverced ,outcasted and practically
dead to all human relatiouships in tins land.
Noue daro speak with or holp hier in any way,
and 30 those usually so dealt with jump iuto
the ncarest well as the only courso opes: to
them. This girl, Radhi by name, though
ouly fifteen years old, had too much spint
aud knowledge for this, aud at once ran over
10 1 cr tnother and afterward to Mr. Johory's,
wliase wife has what wo call the ** Industrial
Home" 1n bier care.

Nextday. finding that the purpose inteuded
had ot been secured, and that not only hiad
the man lost his wife but ho hed drwven her
1uto the arms of those he wantel to oppose, ho
and his people tried to pet her to return to
them. Had she agresd to this they would
in all probability lhave tesorted 1o wote
suniary methods of getting rid of her, and
thus the youug wife kuew well and so refusud
to have anything todo with them. We twice
allowad thein to comeover aud in a sasichayat
or council, state their caso as full’y as they
wished, and we thereby were brought face to
face with a phase of our difficuity that was new
but all-important. Tho greater number of
those who catne wero woumen, aud the most of
these were Muslics, i.c., women who have
been tnartied te one of the gods, and who,
professedly in their scrvic, spead their lives
1 sin under the wing of the temple.  Inthe
past from the Margs and vther low castes have
been received this class, zud also tho poor
creatures that tnioister to the passions of the
soldicru in the military cantonments. A large
class of won aro engaged in this horrible traf-
tic, and those who have become enalaved are
their most determined assistauts. The priests
so fild and praise the life of the Murlie that
some psrcatasgree to it ; and in time of Jiffi.
culiy or dauger the priests ouly agree to help
ot get the belp of the god on condition that
one of motc of the daughters are promised to
the god as his wife. These women get maney,
are apparently saved the alavery and ceven
starvation of the marricd women of theic cste,
and in addition have an immense influence
atmongst even the highest classes, and so we
aced not wonder if some of the poor, ignoraut
a3ad deeply prejudicad, are misied.

One poor widow had two daughters. Ope
(QJUill, when the priest 30 worked oo the
fears of the mother that at Jast sho agreed to
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the marrisge of her two daughters to the god
as soon as thoy should bo of age, aud accord-
ingly tho sign of tho god was pricked 1nto
theit forcheads with blue ink. Une of these
sbout thirteon yoars of sge camo under our
notice when the Mauy movement began. The
priests weto clamoring for hier oven tuen, end
the wother, though unwilling to have the
horrid marriage farco performed, yet could
vot keep hier.  ‘To wave her and her aister wo
took themn nnder our care, seuch to the joy of
both the girls avd thar motker.  “Flus 1y
what led us to think of our ** Industrial
Home," which Mry. Johory touk chargo of
without reinuueration, aud in which we aio
srying to trsin the women to be selfesupport.
iuge.  Quraction in regard to these two gurly
roused the Murlies and thur fricudy to a state
bordering on freuzy, and »0 began a wost de-
ter:niuod opposition to our work frot these,

Cheso so-called wives of the gods, backed
up by the influence of the priests, have sn
i iufl e amongst all classes, but
cspecially amongst thy poor ignorant women,
and through these they have been trywg 2
best they can to oppose us, It was they who
caused Rhico to be carnied off, amd canswd the
liusband to cut off the laicof fuswife. Al
unfaverable circumstanees, such as sickbess,
arc attributed to the people becounug Chns-
tians. ‘Threats aud even violence are resorted
to when possible aud as these Murhies wonld
vot be pupished by the ordinary mzgi:trates
of the city the women fear them.

Can you realize the coudition of an ignorant
people, whose religtous wdess are denved from
such filthy sources, whose whole past hasbeen
associated with tyrauny. cottempt aud even a
species of slavery ¢+ Would you wonder if
they did not at once rise to the manly vigor
of our home * ideal,” and 1f sote akould tall
away in the face of the terrible oddy they
have to contend against. Can you notalso
seo why it is often as hard and cven more
diflicult for 3 low caste mau to becowe a
Christian as for a Brahmano ! 1 can, however,
say 1 st sitnply amazed at the power of the
Gospe! of Jesus and at wha: Gol by Iis
blessod Spint has donc amongst these poor
people.

I'should have said that the congregation
has undertaken the support of theso poor
women that are being trained to wmake thetr
own living, but we would be glad of co:mn-
pavions in this blessed wotk  Yours, ets.,

J. Wi,

INvory, Dec. 28th, 1593.

Editor of Ti1g PEESWWTERIAN REVIEW,
Stt:,~The inclosed leticr speaks for itself
20d though 1t was not intendod for pubiica.
tion yet in the belief that at will do good §
sead sc to you. Thelctter ivas follows:—
NEENten, 27.32.93,
DEan Me. WiLkie,—I have ouly time to
write & few words but | know they will briug
you and Mes. Wilkic joy aud gladuess and |
trust suy smore.
Euclosed please find a draft for £32 which
I had sent to e by a frrend i the home land
asa Xtuas present. It has already Lrought
much joy to mv heart, so I pass it on to you
o Le used in the College butlding as iy jaft.
1 had often though. how nice it would leaf 1
could give something to help on the butding.
I canuot give you my friend’s namne but the
wstructionsthat came in the letter were that
I was to use it on myscll privately. Thic 1
feel 1 cannot do while the College lanldung
stands unfinished 1n the sightot thie heathen.
Should you acknowlelge it in any way n
your feports o tn the japers please putatin
such a way that the friend may sce what has
become of it. I don’t want any oneto thank
that I have wealth from which I coull give
it, nor do I waut any one to thiak that we
are paid such large salaries that we can lay
up money in this way. 1 wonder if J khave
made myscll plain ~the aulstance of iy re-
warks ate taxta frieud 1w the home land,
whose heart the Lori opencd, sent ine a Xmas
box of £82 snd that after jrayerful conaider-
ation I pass it on to you for the College
bwlding, as] beheve that to be the mmt
pressing need.  God, I am aure, will in i
own way provide all the noney to finiah the
College.
Sinecsely yours,
Maxuaxxr McKriiax

1 the hopes that it may do others good aa
1t hias alieauy the whole Indore stail I send it
on to you and shall be glad 1t you can tind a
corner for 1t your columus.

Yours ete.,
J. Witk

Indere, Dec. 2uth, 1593,

Mission Work 1n B.C.
Edstor of PRESUVTERIVS BRVIRW:

Si,  ‘This station was opened wome three
or four years ago by the missionary stationed
at Chuthwack  vilnge, aud about three
years ago way l;lucccl in charge of Mr. Jas
McKay, (now Rev) who worked fuichfully
under speeial ditliculties for two years. A
chitreh was binlt at one powt (Camp staugh)
and two schuvol houses were utilized as
preaching places.

Tune und space forbid detailing the strug-
gles of my predecessor—not uganst a de-
praved, godicss clanent, but with an en-
Lightened Chetstian (1) clement w hich strove
to oppor :~but the work has steadily pro-
gressed untd to day, when, 1 spite of some
dratvbachs, it is a very promisiug ticld.

The great obstacles to be met in this
focahty may be clussed under two heads -

1. Disagreements umong people —~These
are not yet entirely wantig, but are con-
siderably lessenca. Were 1 not familiar
with sitnilar troubles 1h the cast, T would
suppose 1t impossible for scctions and nergh-
bours to be divided over auch tritles as are
sutlicient here to break ap the larmony of
the scttlement, invade the sacred precincts
of the church and Nabbath school, and add 1o
the nassionary’s burdens an  undesirable
but necessary ootk of attempted concslintion,
with added disconraguments when fanlure
cnsues.

2. Dragrecable weather. — Duringg the past
13 months we have hiad, it the Fraser valley,
vvery phase of weather fram the joveliest
summer to 20 beiow zero, with a fierce wand
blowing - but with the exception of threc or
four won*bs all disagrecable. Of course,
the ** oldest mbalatant ™ never saw such
weather before in B, C., butsf it continucs
like the past year for many scasoos (and it
sceins to be getting worse every year) the
far-famed reputation of B.C’s cimate will be
sadly marred.

Qur normna) condition of weather is rain,
and when it cat’t rain 12 snowsor blows,
always excepting a lovely period in sunmer.
The result 13 almost impaxsable roads —mud
cversuhiere, somctitnes tloatisg corduroys,
mire holes, etc. What this locahty wants
most is good roads. The people can stand
the ram and are willing to do so of the roads
were only putin a decent condaition. With
rood roads and weather there is no diliculty
1 getting good congregations.

But et uot emsterners think there are no
encouragements.  The people bere are just
as kind and hearty —perbaps more 30 --as
they arc in Ontario.  Life here 13 just as
pleasant in many respects.  Frictuls become
Just as dear, yea, & would alinost scem
dearer 1 10inc wnatances, as they are yonder,
and o tan coning to lalour 1n a lueality
Like this cau afford, as waa tritely rewmarked
by one of the restdents here, to Jo less than
his very beat

Truc, m some parts there is a great in-
difference *o the Goapel, and worse, Lut thia
is uot general, at least in Upper Chilliwack

Were 12 dearatlc totill up your space with
swuch matter, T nught describe the phyaical
charactenstics of this place, the surrenoding
mountamns, the wuddy agd cver changing
and wocfully treachcrous Fraser, the inter-
mittent rivers, called **aloughs,” the wiad
ing roads, the magatticent trees, cte, baot 1
fancy I Lave already occupied too much

pace.

Hut let ne, cre clesing, appeal to those
who Lave the cause of vur blessed Lord's
wotk at heart, in hehalf of this province.
It is a shawc that Dr. Rolertson shosnld
have to repott ten of eleven stations without
amissinnary.  Arc there no men in Ontario?
Must it continue to e a aligina upon the
theolegical students amt upacitiod nuniaters
of Ontario that they are trampling upon
cach others skirts in the cact or tlocking to
the U. S, while the min and the mud
frighten them away from H.C., and the cold



