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to dictate; Judea thus sutfered many vicissi-
tudes. ’lhe facticn supreme in the East was
destined to fall before the Western conqueror,
Many were the political changes to curry
favour with the rising power. Thus Isracl was
Ire nt and demomlmd Had the Jews been
united, they might have exerted a power-
ful mﬁumu,, the) were themselves  torn
a.sunder by factions, political and religious,
Now however,the handof Augustus remtmmud

could but touch on Roman shores. For a
refugee, the then known world was a Roman
prison. “ Wherever you are, remember you !
are still within the power of your victor,” said |
Cicero toa political exile. Beyond the fron- !
tiers of the empire—the ocean, deserts, barbar-
ous unkncwn tribes, or dependent rulers, |
holding the seeptre at the will of the world’s
master. Cwxsar’s throne, like the exceeding
high mountain, surveyed all the kingdoms of |
the world and the glory of them. Alomr the | | 'all outbursts. Palestine shared the empire's
reat radii of roads centring at the (Joldeu peace, though embers were smouldering, soon
Mile-post in the Roman Forum continually | to burst forth with consuming fire.
surged—to be laid at its feet—— the merchan-, To the patriotic and reverent Jew the land
dise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, } was full of sad memories. Caves reminded of
and of pearls, and fine hnm and purple, and faithful men who there had been constrained
silk, and scarlet, and all thyme wood, and all | to hide, desolate villages told sad tales of the
manner vessels of ivory, and all manner ves- i conqueror’s track. Even the T emple, unexcel-
sels of most precious wood, and of brass, and ! led even by Solomon’s, had not a Roman com-
iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, | mander entered and thus polluted the most

and ointments, and frankincense, and wine,’
and vil, and fine flour, and wheat, and bea.st,s‘
and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, !
and souls of men.”—Rev. xviil. 12, 13.

The empire was at peace. Seven hundred |

years of consolidation, conquest, power, of ; were a captive province.

civil strife and bitter wars, had left their re-
cord ; for the third time the Temple of Janus
was closed; for two centuries it had stood:
continually open, during which releniess
Rome had spread her conquests and led her
legions to victory. No wonder the world !
sighed for peace—now even the Britons were
at rest. In these halcyen days the angels
sang o'er Bethlehem’s plain the natal song of
the long-expected Prince of Peace.

The Land of Promise was captive. Herod,
an Idumean tyrant, Rome’s nominee, reigned |
on the throne of David and over the destinies
of Israel. Herod had married Mariamne, the '
last of the Maceabean line, whose noble achieve-
ments had endeared them to the entire Jewish !
people; he had also murdered her; and the !
vigour of his reign, the extravagant adorn- i
ment of the Temple under his hands, could |
not remove from the patriotic heart the dis-
gust of seeing a descendant of the hated |

hdomlteq and The outcast Ishmaelites reigning

on Zion's Hill, and patron over Solomon’s
Temple.

For sixty years, through plots and desolat- |
ing wars, the prize won by Augustus had |
been struggled for bty rival genexa]s. In the
provinces, sides were taken as interest seemed

'holy place? And the High Priest—what was
he but the hireling puppet of the hated con-
queror ? Roman encampments, standards,
|cuatom houses were everywhere ; at no time
were the people allowed to forget that they

Bltterl_y gailed the

| Roman yoke.

E Add to this spiritual destitution. The
Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat, walked the
“market-place with mincing step, looked pale
and wan, and hid the Luv of truth under

lmany childish but burdensome precepts. A
ribbon sewed on a garment, thus becomning of
a piece therewith, could be lawtully borne on
the Sabbath day ; but aribbon worn, not thus
| fastened, was a burden therefore a transgres-
; sion, Truthfully has been penned an carnest
enquirer's experience ; it might be taken as
“having possible counterpa.rts now: “ When I
sat in the school with the seribe, and heard

{ his answers, and asked him questions, so long

'l seemed to myself righteous and on the path

of righteousness ; but when I came forth into

i the streets, or back t)ny mother’s house, then

!seemed my rightcousness immediately to have

- vanished away. At such scasons the learning

tof the wise seemed to me not bread, but a

stone.” Therz was then, what has tuo often

- appearedsince,a separation practically allowed

» between religion and morality—outward con-

i formnity to Tite and dogma exalted above

purity of heart and life, so that it was possible

| for the worst men among them to be esteemed

i as the most religious (Ma.tt xxiil. 13). The



