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could but touch on Roman shores. For a to dictate; JmQea tlhus suffered mnanx' vîcissi-
refugee, the then known world was a Romian tiides. l'lie factican suî>reînîe iii the East wNvs
prison. "Wlierever you are, renieuiber voui (estinedl to fait betire thc Westerni conqturor.
are stili within the power ofyvour victor," said Many wvere the political changes to currty
Cicero to a political exile. Beyond the f ron- favour with the rising- pow-er. Tius irael %vas
tiers of the empire-the ocean, deserts, barbar- irent arnd deiiioralizted. Iad the Jews bveCU
ous unknown tribes, or dependent rulers, united, they iight have exerted a pow-er-
holding the sceptre at the will of the wvorld's fui influence; thiey were theitnselves torm
muter. Cvesar's throne, like the exceedingc 'asunder by factions, political and reli(igis.
high mounitain, surveyed ail the kingydomns of Now,however,the handof A'îgustu.srestrained
the world and thec glory of thein. Along the all out.burst.q. Pales tine shared the euipires
great radii of roads ceiîtring, at the Golden peace, tliough erubers were siuoulderincr, soon
Mîl1,--post in the Roman Forumn continually to burst foi-th with consuining tire.
8urgced-to be laid at its feet--" the nîecan- To the patriotic and reverent Jew thie land
dise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, was full of sad inemnories. Caves reiiinded of
and of pearis, and fine linen, and purpie, and faithful men who there hiad been constrained
silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and ail to, bide, desolate villages told sad tales of the
manner vessels of ivory, and ail maniner ves- conqueror'1s track. Even the Temple, une xcel-
sels of most precious wvood, and of brass, and led even by Solinon's, had not a Roîîîan coin-
iron, and marbie, and cinnamion, and odours, mander entered and thus polluted the miost
and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, holy place ? And the High Priest-what was
and oit, and fine flotîr, and wheat, and beasts, !w bu thciigpîpt ftehtdcn
and sheep, and hormes, and chariots, anîd slaves, queror ? Roman enicampnwîiits, standards,
and souls of rnen."-Rev. xviii. 12, 13. jcustom-bouses were everywhere ; at no time

The empire was at peace. Seveni hundred were the people allowed to forget that they
years of consolidation, conquest, pow'er, of iwere a cap'tive province. Bitterly galied the
civil strife and bitter wars, had left their re- Roman yoke.
cord; for the third time the Temple of Janus Add to this spiritual destitution. The
was closed; for two centuries it had stood; Pharisees sat in Ms seat, walked the
continually open, during, which. reiendess inarket-place with mnincing step, looked pale
Rome had spread ber conquests and led her: and wan, and hid the law of truth unider
legions to victory. No wonder the world many childish but burdensomne precepts. A
sighed for peace-now even the Britons were'ribboîî sewed on a garînent, thius becoining of
at rest. In these halcyon days the angels, a jiece therewith, could bc lawfully borne op.
sang o'er Bethlehem's plain the rnatal song of the Sabbath day; but a ribhoit worn, flot thius
the long-expected Prince of Peace. fastened, wvas a burden, therefore a transgres-

The Land of Promise was captive. Herod, sion. Truthfully has been penned an earnest
an Idumean tyrant, Rome's nomince, reigned enquirer's experience ; it înight be takea as
on the throne of David and over the destinies having, possible counterparts now: "WM'enî I
of Israel. Herod had married Mariamune, the 'sat in the school with the scribe, and heard
last of theMaccabean line,whose noble achieve- ýhis answers, and asked hiin questions, so long
inents bad endeared them to the entire Jewish 1 seemed to myself riglîteous and on the path
people; hie had also murdered ber; and the of rightcousness; but when I came forth into
vigour of bis reign, the extravagant adlon-; the streets, or back ti iny iniothier's house, thien
ment o? the Temple under his hands, cou]l i seenied niv righiteousness 1 iiinediatel v to h1a1ve
not remove from the patriotic heart the dis- 'vanishied awa.y. At suchi seasons the lvarning
gust of secing a descendant of the hated 'o? the wise sýeemed to me not brend, but a
Edomites and the outcast Ishniaelites recninv stone." Thený was timen, wvhat lias tý,o oftten
on Zion's Hill, and patron over Soiomon's appearedsince,aseparation practically allc>wed

Temple.hetween relig~ion aneïi îmîrality---outwaýr<l con-
For sixty years, througb plots and (lesolat- forinity to rite and dogma exaltd above

ing wars, the l)rize won by Augustus had î)urity of heart and life, s0 that it was psi>le
benstruggied f or Ly rival genceials. In the 1for the worst meni among thein tqube est.eem-ed

provinces, sides were taken as interest seemned as the most religious (NLatt xxiii. 1.3). The


