
PROCEEDINGS OP THE CANADIAN INSî'ITIJTE.

of spina-,l acin. H-e further renîarks that the hsogitny
produce the saine conditionl iii rhree 'vays (1) by e.xaggeeratiuî.g the
excitability of the sp)inalI systeiii by irritattioni of' tie cen tripetai
neuves; 2)» by exaggeratiing direcrly Clhe acetiont of the coud il-self;
andl (3) by suJ)pressin1g the fiiînctioiis of the 1uaini.

These thiree cond(itionis have eachi their pathiological analilogies, anid
they conitaini in tiienîseives the totality of' the a.tliogenCiec coniditionis
of hysteria. \Vhatever Lis, been the caiusatioa of this iuIia<.tlyy
lie furtiter says, WvC have aiways tlîese two fmiîdainental eleminets
tnited, viz. :(1) the %veakeiiig of cerebual actioni, especia1lly that
of the wvill. and (2) the exaggeratioai of the autonLiatie ourpia
action (Itypeukiniesie spîiale).

Thus wve sce th;Lt iii tiiese Itysterical patients weo havce iotional
subljeets wvIo are remdily iînpressed l)y wvIatever nîay aiffet the
sytii1 atltetic system, nii other \VordS, wlio ire riiled too fr-equeiitly I)y
the cinotions- alid too seldoin l) the wiI1-Or a-s 2\. Jaccolud si) \vcll
expresses it: "TI)iier is at least tempiorarily presetît a crba
paress" No ev pIîysio]0gically whiat (1005 this ime:1u It 1îtnst illean,
if wvc adhtere rigidly to the belief thcat the mtore or les eomtplete
abeyatîce of funcetional activity iii a part is necessarily depeiffdelt
11ponl a couuesponiditig temîpornuy-3 absenice of foc-uduignaterials
iii the par-t, and, so f'au as wve knioî, titis iteatis arterîalized blood.
Fou instance, pailor is an aniaemia of the capillaries of the skin
wv1ile we have, iunfoutiiiiately, too inany examltpes shioîving that the
funcitiottatl activity of ani arn or leg- depeilds direetly tipoli its intni-
tion. Moreover, ou best authors give ainong the causes of hysteria,
loss of blood, puoloitged lactaition, &c. 'fli first of titese shows
titat othier titan puirely female disorders rnay be cauises of' titis ilialady,
i. e., lîysteria înay occur in delicate anîd inîpres.sioniable males as wvell
as in females.

In claiinig the atiacuia theory as explainixîg these states I arn1
peufectly w-cil a'vare that titere are sonie authouities, iiotably Brown-.
Sequard, Wvho are opposed to it as being in inaiîy cases a sufficient
explanation of eithier hiysteria or epiiepsy. 1 fiîîd in notes takIlen frorn
bis lectures on the periphieral. irritation of neuves, that bis explana-
tion of tiiese pathological. cotîditiotîs îs not on the supjyositioti of any
,slow or suddei- unequal distribution of biood to the brain, but thiat
lie cotîsiders thie a.ttacks essenitialiy due to reflex action frorn p~eri-
pheral sensations creating impressions upoti tite brain centres. Tien


