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On the first day of the inonth, the President of the United States,
in his message at the opeuing of C'ongress, referi'ed to the Interna-
tional. Meridian Conference Litelv conlvcned in M*\Vashington, ùIi the fol-
lowing words :-II The~ coiifereîîce coîîchided its labours on the lirst.
of NMoveni ber, b avingy with substan tia Il un-animity ag'reed uponl the
rneridian of Greenwich as the starting point whience longitude is to
be coinputed throuCgh onie lIui(red ;and eighty degrees eastward and
wcstward, a'nd upon the adoption for ail îpnrposes for whicli it mai.y be
found convenient of a UnivCeVsal Day, wvhicli shall begin at iighi(t
on tlhe initial meridian, anid wbose hiours shiadi bc counted froin zero
up to tweiity-fotur."

The, C cnîadiani Institu te is l)ectil jariy interested in th is annoln ce-
ment. No sociebv. literary or scientific, luis takeii a more important
part iii the initiation of the movemient to reform out' 'fimie-sv-steiimn
of wvIii tule success is, to sonie extent, indicated ini the President's
"'ords. lIt therefore app;LUs to nlit, lit and p~ropei' that I should
recali to vour attention the varjotis steps 'vhich from time to time
have beexi taken, so that w-e nav possess a record of the events îvhich
hIave led to the now alnxost gener-al recognition of the lnecessity for a
ne"' notation.

Six ye;ars ago on several occausions the meetings of the Ilnstittute
wvere en- g.igcd ini discnssing the sub.je.ct cf Tixne-reckoning and the
selection of a Prime Ceri1ia11o01o to ail naLtions. Papers were
rîtý*VI iiul arguitents 'vere advancud, wvith the viewv of showingr the.
iîelces%>ity of staIhiga Co-snîopoiitanl or niesltime, by w'hichi
iue evetst, of history might be more accurately r.-corded, and whlich
îvolld re:spoitd to the more precise demnds of scie?--ce, and generally
satisfy tu eurmet fmodem-n civilization. Thei proceedings of

the. Institute for January and Feb)riuary, 1S79, -ive at considerable
.lutiugtli thle vitW. 5ItI)ilittC(d ani the suggestions offiercd to mecet the


