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MR, McCARTHY?S BILL,

What Mr. Deviin Raya on (he Bnbject.

Housk oy Coxstoxs, Orrawa, March
20.—Mr. McCarthy, in moving that
his bill ontitled an not further to
amend tho aot respecting tho North-
weat Torritorics bo read a first time,
noado 6 briof specch which aroused a
warm rojoindor from Mr. Dovhin, tho
member for Ottawa Couaty. The
bill, Mr, McCarthy explained, was the
game as the one he nad introdueed
last sossion. It proposed to pive to
thho Northwost Territories the power
to deal with the subject of education
untrammeled and uncontrollad, also
to repeal tho remainder of the clause
in the act known as the dual language
olougse, which was left in the act by
the compromiso which was arranged
aftor the discussion i thie house in
1891. It would bo recalled, he smid,
that at that time power was given to
tho Northwest Assembly to repeal a

ortion of tho clause, but the romain-
ger waa atill left beyond their authority.
The act bad provided previous to that
time that eithier the English or French
language might be used in the dobates
of - the Legislativo Assembly and in
the debates before the courts, and that
both languages shall be used in the
publication of the proceedings of the
Assembly and in the publication of
lawg. The compromiso was in the
form of a proviso :—** That after the
next general election of tho Legisla-
ture such Agsembly may by ordinance
or otherwise regulate its proceedings
and the manner of recording and
publishing the same.” The power
given to the Legislative Assembly was
thus, he 3aid, merely to govern its
own proceedings, and the law was left
otherwise as it was. His bill would
also give tho Assembly the power to
decide whether the dual languages
should be continued in the courts and
in the publication of the laws,

Continuning, he said :—** As I have
said often before in making this
motion, or in bringing in a bill to
repeal this clause, I do not du it from
any feeling of hostility to my French-
Canadisn fellow-subjects. I believe,
gir, that the interests of this country
will be best served when the distine-
tion between these nationalities is
done away with, at all events so far
83 the Northwest is concerned we
cbrtainly should not introduce a mea-
sure which is calculated and apparently
designed to perpetnate that race dis-
t'n: 1on which unlbiappily exists in one
f 1 o older Provinces.

Mr. Devlin~—Which one ?

Mr. McCarthy—In the Province of
Quebec. If the hon. gentleman wants
to know we have no difficulty in
snswering that question.

Mr. Devlin—We will tell you about
the other bye-and-hye.

Mr. McCarthy—With regard to the
subject of education, I think that the
House and the courtry must be satis-
fied just now that ao aitempt to
interfere with a Province in the
Northwest or the Territories in the
Northwest on the subject of education
is calculated to cause a great deal of
trouble. e have had the Manitoba
school question up by reason of an
attempt that was mede in the consti-
tation of Manitoba to fetter or control
that Province on the subject of educa.
tion, and recently I think the Govern-
ment havo found some little difficulcy
in dealing with u cognate question
which came froma the Northwest Ter-
ritories. The sooner we realize that
the people of Manitoba as well as the
people of the Northwest ave perfectly
competent to manage their educational
affairs thomselves without any control
from this Parliament the better it will
be for the peace and welfaro of the
conntry. I tberefore have pleasure in
introducing to the House a bill which
will tako away that limitation which
the act intends to impose, which the
act_does impose,{with regard to educa-

tion, and which will removo the last
vestige of the dual languagoe clause eo
far us thoe Northwest is concorned.

Mit. DRVLIN RRPLIES,

When tho Speaker put the motion
of Mr MoCarthy for the first reading
of the bill Mr. Tarte culled out ** Divi.
siors,” but AMr. Devlin, naing, address-
cd the Houso 1 roply to the member
for North Simeoo. He said: Mr,
Speaker, I certainly did not expeot to
speak upon this question at the pro-
sent time, Lut 1 wish to answor one
statoment which was wado by the
hon. gentleian who bad just resumed
lns soat (Mr. McCarthy'. Ho says
that the Province of Quebee is rospon-
giblo for the hard fecling that to-day
exists m the Dominion of Canada,
und I answer by saying : He is the
one. He s the one who is responsible
for tho hard feeling that exists in the
Dowminion of Canadn. Wo lhave had
that hon. gontlemon here year nfter
year sinco 1887, with what? Witha
project of lnw, the intontion of which
18 to close the Northwest Torritories
and the Province of Manitobs against
the Catholics of the Province of
Quebee, o project of law which tells
them that if they wish to go to that
Province or to those Territories thoy
must remember that there — if his
views can be carried out—their lan-
guage will be proscribed and their
rights will be trampled upon. Why,
Mr. Speaker, it was only last night
that we heard anothor effusion on this
samo subject. I do not sce the Con-
troller of Customs in his seat at this
moement, and I regret that ho is not.
But we are beginning to be accustom-
ed to theso insults coming from those
gentlemen whoso only political stock
i3 this one — their hatred of their
Roman Catholie fellow citizens. \What
does the lion. gentleman expect to
gain by all this agitation? Does he
imagine for one moment that we
from the Provineo of Quebec fear him ?
Does he imagine for one moment that
the Province of Quebec is going to
submit to all his dictates? His
object no doubt is to attain toa position
which by reason of his alliance with
the party with which he was so long
connected he could not attain. He
wanted no doubt to enter tha Cabinct.
1 buliove that was his object. Now,
finding that he could not enter the
Cabinet, finding that ho would not be
taken into the Cabinet, he 13 trying by
this other means to attain to the
position of leader of the Government
in this country. He would like to
form a solely Protestant population in
thig country. e would like to form
solely and to constitute solely Pro-
testant schools in this country. He
would stand up in this House anad tell
a Province which sends G5 represente-
tives bicre that they shall not speak
the language which they learned from
their parents. From the very begin-
ning of the time in which this ani-
mositly took root in his heart, from
that moment to this, every political
question of any importance to the
country ab Inrge has been left aside by
him simply that he might speak his
hatred against the Catholics of Canada,
and in particular against the French
Cavadians of the Province of Quebes.
Heo has met with very little success so
far. He speaks of the Provinco of
Quebec as ono in which there is
batred. Let me tell him——

Mr. McCarthy—Tha bon. gentle
man will allow me to interrupt him.
I did not at all use the expression he
thinks. I never referred to the Pro-
vince of Quebec as having hatred.

Mr. Devlin—Would the hon. gentle-
man tell us exactly what be did say ?

Mr. McCarthy —What I said was
that I trusted we wero not going to
perpetuate the racial divisions which
unhappily existed in the Provines of
Quebec. Inever said ** hatred” at all.

Mr. Devlin—Very well then, I
will immediately give the hon. gentle-
man an inetance of some of the divi-
sions which exist in the Proviuce of

Quobee. In tho counties of that
Provinee, which aro largely Catholio,
in eorao of such countica tho reprosen-
tativo is a Protestant. I will take
tho county which I roprosont in this
House. The overwhelming wajority
of Ottawa is Roman Catholic, yot I am
tho first Catholic mombor that evor
sat for that county in this House; a
Froteatant gontleman ropresented that
county for 80 years. To givo him
(Mr. McCarthy) a further instanco of
tho samo generosity, I may stato that
tho County of Ottawa wag ropresented
in tho Local Houso b( o Protestant
moember for years. Tho Warden of
that county was a Protestant; for
years the Mnfor of the most Catholic
city in the wholo Provinee of Quebec
—tho Qity of Hull—was a Protestant,
aod so 1 could namo a good many
other counties with a similar record.
I could name the County of Lotbiniere,
which is almost exclusively Fronch-
Canandian Catholic, and that county
sont o Protestant representative to
this House. More than that, it sent
to the Quobeo Parliamont—a Catholic
Parliament—a Protestant gontlefman
to represent it. I tell tho hion. mom-
ber there is no spirit of intolerance in
tho Provinco of Quebeo; thore is no
bigotry in the Province of Quebec.
There is cortainly o spirit of disgust,
but that disgust is simply evidenced
on account of the miserable attempt
of the hon. gentleman to fasten ugninst
them this charge of bigotry. Does be
claim that the French Canadian people
have any right in this Dominion of
Canada ? He tells us hero plainly
that the object is to do away with
their language. Havo they not as
much right to speak the French lan.
guage ns he has to speak the English
language? What is the object of all
his hostility against the French lan-
guage 2 What is the objeot of all his
hostility against institutions which
have been established in this country,
and which have been found to work
successfally hore? Does he meean to
say that a population of nearly two
millions shall have no rights in the
Dominion of Canada ?  Sir, I tell the
lion. member that every time he stands
up in this Houge to attack us as he has
done to-day there are nearly two mil-
lions of Roman Catholics in this coun-
try who mock at him, who laugh at
him, who treat him with contempt ;
and hers in this House what is his
following? One lone gentieman.
(Laughter.) That is the following he
bas here, after all these years of agita-
tion against the Catholics. I tell the
hon. gentleman that the Catholic
element in Canada bas been a truer
and a better friend of the Dominion
than ever the hon. gentleman has.
What has he doac for the country ?
Let us examine his oareor from the
beginning to this moment. Let us
examine what he was outside the
Houso, let us exumine what he has
done inside the House. \What has he
done after all these years to promote
the prosperity of his country or guod
feeling amongst our people? Noti,.
ing ; nothing. A few mean, despic-
able attempts at imposing a peculiar
kind of legislation. He spoke of the
Manitoba school act; he no doubt
means to say it is 8 success. I would
like to ask the hon. gentleman does ho
mean to say that Public Schools or
Protestant Schools exist to-day in the
Province of Manitoba? The hon.
gentleman who introduced the school
act is in this House to-day, and ho is
able to speak for himsolf on the sub-
Jeot. The Protestants in the Provinco
of Manitoba, who are in a majority,
abolished the Catholic Schools under
the pretence of establishing Public
Schools. Are Pablio Schools in exist
ence in the Province of Manitoba to-
day ? No, there are no Pablic Schools
in the Province of Manitoba. I said
said so last session; I said so the
session before. The <chools which
exist to-day in the Province of Mani-

toba to which we Catliclics are obliged

to subscribe aro purely Protestant
sohiools.
. An hon, membor—No.

Mr. Dovlin—I beg pardon, yos.
The bost authority on thut subjeot is
the gontlemen who introduced thoao
schools, aud I will quote lis own
words. ‘T'he hon. member for Winni.
peg (Mr. Martin), speaking a short
time ago, said :—

* Ho was himsolf not satisfied with
tho schiool act, and had never beon so.
Ho had mado o strong effort to havo
the Public Schools controlled by the
Government really mode National
Bohools, with religion obliterated, and
hio was now more convineced than cver
that that was the only school which
could be justified as constitutional,
Thoy said that the State had no right
to interforo in tho matter of religion,
but he contended that they could not
do the one without the other. It had
been urged by satisfied supportors of
tho act that none could compluin of
the duvotional cloment introduced, ns
it waa of the broadest nature, but they
found that tho Roman Catholics had
tho very greatest objection to this pro-
vigion of tho a~t, and he was dissatisfied
himself, and was glad many Protes-
tants shared his oﬁjoctions. 1t had
been suid that in the event of his
opinions being adopted our Public
Schools would be Godless schiools, but
by many staunch supporters of the
school act it had been privatoly
admitted to him that the religious
oxercises practised in the schools at
that time were without value. The
Roman Catholies had honesy stated
that in their belief the two forms of
education should go together. The
Protestants ndmitted, on the other
hand, that it was impossible to have
religious training in schools, and only
asked that it be recognized, insisting,
however, on imposing their views on
others in that respect. Rather than
that small amount of religious training
sheuld be done away with in the
schools, the Protestants said they
would prefer the old state of affairs.
He would leave it to his audienco to
dotermine which was thoe more honest
stand of the two.”

Mr. Devlin continued :—¢* Docu-
ments have recently been put into the
hands of every reader in-this country
by the venerable Bishiop of St. Boni-
faco—documents which wo will quote
further on in the debate on this bill—
showing conclusively that the schools
which exist today in Manitoba are
not Pobitc Schools, but simply and
purely Protestant schools. I have
quoted from the hon. gentleman who
introduced this villainous school act
in the Province of Manitoba to the
offect that the schools therse are Pro-
testant schools, and this is your great
gencrosity toward the Catholics of
Manitoba. You wanted PublicSchools,
you said, on the broad grounds of the
young nationality growing up in that
Province. See the result. You have
turned the strong Protestant element
of that Province against the poor,
struggling Catholic minority. You
have not aucceeded even in establish-
ing the Pablic Schools that you pretend
by this bill you were going to estub-
lish. You have cstablished Protestant
schoole; you maintain them, and
you wish to do the same in the North-
west. Mr. Speaker, last night the
Bon. Controiicr of Customs—and I
just quote this as an evidence of the
spirit of the bill aud the spirit of the
hon. member who has introduced it—
referred to our church as the ‘Romish
Church.! He spoke noxt of its efforts
to obtain State recognmition in the
Northwest. Ho said that the Arch-
bishop had been fooled n his attempt
to secare aszendancy in tho Province
of Munitoba, and finally he went on
to speak of the loyalty of the Orange-
men, leaving tho inferenco to bs drawn
that the Catholics wero not loyal.
The hon. gentleman uttered three
insults in that speech: First, against
the church, by the offensive way ‘in

Cams

LFT

AR TR



