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MADRAS.

DEATH OF THE REV. P. MATHESON.

From the Home Record.

Just four months ago, in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, meetings were held to bid
God-speed to two missionaries going out
to India— one the Rev. J. F. Campbell,
from- the Canadian Presbyterian
Church. who was to labor in connec-
tion with our Mission at Madras; the
other the Rev. P. Matheson from our
own Church. They arrived on 6th
December, and two days afterwards
" Ir. Matheson wiote to the Rev. Stew-
art Wright, of Blantyre, reporting his
arrival, telling how pleased he was, in
going through ths school. with the or-
derly 2nd intelligent demeanor of the
the boys, and mentioning his intention
of visiting, along with Mr. Sinclair, the
out-stations of Arconum and Vellore.
“Everything,” he writes “is new to me,
and it will be some little time before I
get to know the details of the work. I
trust I may be able to make myself use-
fol in various ways, and look forward to
having much pleasure in she work.”
But his anticipations were not to' be
reasized- On 20th January a telegram
was received, announcing his death ; and
a briefletter, of same date, from Mr.
Sinclair, has intimated that the cause
was cholera, after an illness of about 24
hours. It isone of the sad concomi-
tants of our accelerated telegraphic
communication that since receipt of the
message, letters have arrived from him,
written in excellent health and in good
spirits, in which he was looking for-
mard to his work in the Institution,
when its labors were resumed on the
23rd January, after the Christmas va-
cation.

Mr. Matheson was a native of Sel-
kirk, of which pavish his father has for
many years been an elder. After being
engaged for some time in teaching, both

publicly and privately, he was licensed
to the ministry, and acted as assistant at
Kirkhope and Foulden. Subsequently
he was appointed i0 a military chap-
laincy, and while at Southamp'on in
this capacity was selected for the vacant
appointment at Madras ; but in the mys-
terious  dispensation of  God’s
providence ;he has been cut off
Just as he was preparing with joy-
ous anticipations to enter on his
work. He leaves behind him a wid-
ow and two children who went with him
to India. We commend to the love
of Him who is the Husband of the wi-
dow, and the Father of the fatherless,
and to the sympathy and intercession
of .he Lord’s people, the family thus
early deprived of their head.
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