80 ‘THE MONTHLY RECORD.

spread, and simultancous operation will, we|them, and on the part of the Colonial Com—lAnd. itis not to be forgotten tb.at the vigor,
foel nssured, oreate a becoming confidence;mittes who give the minister his comuis- ous intellect, singular precocity, aud chs.
in the hearts of our pcople. * Behold,|sion. Weshall not break up this state-racteristio shrewdness of the Novascouy
the husbandman waiteth for the precious,ment into the many and various detailsjand the Isiander must bo allowed their du
fruit of tho earth, and hath long patience,which it embraces. We believe most Kirk-jweight, in estimating the Proper eyuipiw
for it, until he receive the early and latter men have their powers of observation and;of the SFllolar and the Divine. The mr,
rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your,reflection sufficiently developed. and suffici-jwe consider the state of the country up
hearts.”  Let successive blessings beget‘cntly acute to do so for themsqlvcs.. We'thc character of the ?eople, thp more do & |
successive expectativus, until in your church-' cvntent ourselves, for the present, with ab-,bccomc .conﬁrmed mn lhq opinivn, tha 4
es and in you homes, you realise the henefit, serting (und we do so without theslightestdis- full curriculum of study, in the faculticay

of many prayers mngled with the incense paragement of the services rendered by a bo-
of Christ’s own gracious sanction, ** Pray,dy of men, so highly distinguished for their
ye the lord of the barvest, that he would, ability and piety), that the Colouial Com-

send forth labourers into his harvest.”
@D

Edueation for the Ministry. -** Young
Men's Scheme.'

Ever as we turn our thoughts to the
present state of the Church of Scotland in
Nova Scotia, the first question which is
sure to present itself is, what can be dune
to secure the sufliciency of ministers to sup-
ply our many vacant congregations? We
confess we have often felt a degree of re-
luetance to hazard an opinion upon the sub-
ject; and the many plans which have suc-
cessively suggested ghemselves to our mind
have, each of them, been so beset with diffi-
culties, that we have hitherto refrained from
proposing or supporting publicly any defi
nite, comprehensive scheme. It is true,
many seperate cfforts have been made, and
a variety of measuresadopted, and the hope
i5 entertained that, by their combined and
simultancous operation, some amendment of
the present state of matters may be effected.
But these have been unavoidably defective
and will be attended necessarily with very
partial success. The Parent Church has to
supply a great number of vacancies occur-
ring annually in Scotland ; bas to provide
for new congregations, which we rejoice to
hear of being formed so numerously, and
prospering.50 sapidly in our native land;
has so many stations to be occupied and so
many openings to be attended to, in connec-
tion with the Foreign and Jewish Mission
Schemes; and is looked to and called to
for ministers by every Colony vnder British

rule. Therefore, it s plain, we can never |

expect Her to bo in 2 position to know, or
to meet fully the demands of this particu-

lar field.  Even although wo could, by any'

possibility, command that share of atten-
tion, which we are doing our utmost to ap-
proximate, and should we ever occupy that
position which would enable us to look con-
fidently to Scotland for a regular and am-
ple reinforcement of ministers and mission-
aries, still we are prepared, after mature
deliberation, to maintain, that this would
ot be satisfactory. Our expericnco con.
firms what, argueing from the natare of
things, we may be prepared to realize—
that, even in these favourable circumstanees
thers would, in many cases, be 2 mutua]
disadvantage and o mutual disappointment
on-the part of the people expeoting 8 min-
ister, on the part of the minister seﬁt’tol

mittee, with all the zeal, care, and caution
jwhich they do or can possibly exercise, are
not 50 intimately acquainted with the wants
of the country, and with the position and
character of tﬁe people, that they can, even
in a majority of instances, make a success-
ful selection of applicants; nor will all the
representations we may choose to make af
ford a sufficicnt remedy, We would blush
to utter one syllable, that would bhave the
least tendency to shake the confidence so
justly and universally reposed inthe Colon-
ial Committee, and, we belicve, a very
general opinion will bear us out in stating
jthat they have, of late years, been fully
more suceessful than circumstances could
warrant us to expect.

We agree in thinking, with many, that
natives of these Colonies are, for many rea-
sons, the best adapted to fill our pulpits
and wminister to our congregations ; and the
result of our observation is, that there are
young men sufficient in number to supply
our wants as a Church, and endowed with
a natural capacity and talent which, if
properly developed, cultivated, and direct-
ed, would cnable them to fill the office of
the ministry with credit and bonour, and
we believe they are not, on an average, in-
ferior to the youth of any other couatry in
‘the essential qualifications of morality and
1piety. Thogrand questions to be discussed
are these two;

I. What is 2 suitable education for a
minister in this Country ?

II. How is a suitable edueation to be
obtained ?

With reference to the first of these ques-
tions, we decidedly aver, that a good edu-
cation is at least as necessary here for the
faithful discharge of ministerial duty as it
is any where else. It is a great mistake
to suppose that, beeause these Colonics are
in comparatively an infant condition, a
limited or inferior education will suffice. A
transition state in countries, as in indivi-
duals, is of all states the most critical and

the most difficult togmanage. And we of a bursary, and of the mcome which stoff
unhesitatingly assert that classical aftain-[dents in the city of Glasgow are accusiomt

ments and philosophical acquirements, an

extensive knowledge of human nature, anjsum wonld bo sufficient. So that tno sty8
(intimate acquaintance ‘with systematic Di- we would require to raiso annuany woliy
vinity, correct thought, studious habits, ;10 these last mentioned ctrcumstances. full
and skilful tact, are as indispensablo to thejeducate ‘six-students at home, Asfor th
,minister of & congregation in Nova Scotia sacrifice that would bo made, that o b3
Tsland, us to-'any pero- estimated by considerin

or Prince Edward

chial olorgyman in all broad Sootland.;whiok tho student would bo deprived byl

14~

art and theology, such as is presvril ed o
the Scottih Universities, is, if' it canty
obtained, the best that our Church shoy,
be satisfied with.

But how can this be obtained? T
question resolves itself chiefly into a ques
tion of means—of pounds, shillings,
pence ; and it is precisely because it does s, |
that we have hitherto been reserved in i
expression of our opinion, and that we bai §
felt, at times, an inclination to advueute,
provincial, and because a provincial, nece §
sarily a very limited and contracted Iuy §
tution—-for, certainly, better that thy §
nothing. To establish and maintain o
Institution of our own is out of the qus
tion. We are strongly in faver of (o
operation with the other Presbjtern
bodies, on the subject of Educativu, asn
other matters. It is desirable and wi
have its. advantages. But thero are d
culties in the ‘ay, and, while thesean |l
being contended with, we may be doiy
much for the accomplishment of the gra {8
end we bavein view. .And, supposy
these difficulties to be overcome, wo fur 8
we could look upon the utmost resuj
that could be attained, for many years®
come, as only preparatory. But taket:§
most favourable view, aud suppose an 5
cient united Institution to be in operatin
what would be the cost? and what, 38
sacrifice? We should have to maintainufj§
least threo professorial chairs, the expew
of which would be over and sbove our ghat
of the maintenance required for the clas}
cal and philosophical departments. Esd
of theso chairs would cost £300 annuall; g
as we could not expecta duly qualifs[e
professor to devote the necessary timo sod
labour for less, at least inclading aller
penses; and all the income that could kB
realized by the exaction of fees would bes
trifle in tho balance. We would tnerefon]
require to raise every year, at the vejgR
smallest calculation, tho sum of £900, B
third of thut would bring a student torez il
one of tho Scottish Ulliversities 1n tne mo
comfortable manner, even supposing um iy
have no bursary, and to earn nowuwy

private teaching. But, give him his cozs: g

to receive for tuition, and one sicth of i

the advaniages



