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trials andi misfortunes, is thiat of calmn endurance ;let nis lx:
patient in adversity, and mnisfortune Nvill weighl less hieavil-v
upon our shoulciers. Tertullian ini speaking of thie
early Chiristia'-s, said : ''They were ixever sad.'' Yet, thcvy
were looked upon as the outcasts of inaîîkind, pursuied like
public nialefactors, to be thirowv; to the lionîs and tigers ini
the amuphithieatre, - but tliey thoughit of thieir iMaster and
niiodel, and they were patient.

'Tribulations are the lmans of arousing us froiin the
lethargy inito wlhichi vice ]las plunged us, and of br1iiîîg,
us back to Goci whion we hlave forýgotten.'' (St. jolin
Chrysostoin, Hoinily on S:t. Matthiew . " Yon niay sav
the ineaxîs are sex'ere. \es :but thiey are opport.ne. (,()C
treats uis finit wihrigor. then ecinl-"says St. Ang-
uistine 'the xnisfortunes wvhicli weigh uis 0owxx. cause ii>
to turul to Goci, (St. Gregà0ry': and St. Bernard sa\->
«Jestis is a lily crowned withi thorns : hence if wve w-onid

gathier the flowers, we inust corne into contact witl h t
thiorus.'' (Sermon on the Passion;. l3eautifill conipari!.(,u.
w~hicli recalis to uis thiat elemientary truitil we iiiust suffvr.
if we would nmeit a reconîpense. XVe cannlot possess Jes-lm.
the Sovereigmi God w~itllout soile sacrifices.

M\-eekiiess, nust be unchianging. Thie virtuous Maxiln~c
suffers hiinîseif to (leviate froux this path ;nior do,:s lie alE"-w
inîiseif to l'e overcome I1w the trials and colitradicli''u

-whlicli lie encounters. A triie kig lt is iiot easily in
quishced. The virtuous soul is always serene. alid is sh
missive nuder the sufferings whicli God periilits ini ordur to
trv its faithi. \Vlîi do we so ofteni give way to nînirnxuiriing, 0

ind impatience, w'hichi disturb the equiaixnitv of our hoin l
For the rc~U iat we do liot Ipo!ssess truc and solid nxù4k
iiess. W'hat i> impatience, but disguised iniovc-eet> (J
anger ? Trhese fornu the ordinary inatter of our accusatit -ii>. e
ve~t thiey are incorrigible hiabits. They are involultibry. ti
and prove nxo doubt, the sincerity of the soul, disclosixg lt:s so
wvounds ; but thev bear no evideixce of virtue.
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