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same rude log; the same fire warmed ™Bir feet; and the same
laugh was provoked from them by the quaint ana gharacteristic tales
ol thoso who passed the midnight hours in shr:}m the embers of
the dyiug fire, and relating what they felt would afford amusement
to their officers.  Here was a tellowship—a companionship, which,
without one moment losing sight of the relative positions of the par-
ties, blended ajl in concord, and left with the soldier not the most
distaut desire for change. * He knew his dutics, and he petformed
them ; and when these were faithfully discharged, he enjoyed the
intervening hours in a spirit which conld leave no cause for lament
ihat he had chosen the noble profession of 2 soldigr. How such a
man would have indulged in his rude witticisms, could he have an-
ticipated that a time would arrive wheu a new «dynasty ? of
military men should arise, whose chief vbject it should be, fiol to
seek luurels for themselves, but to compliment each ofher on
the gallant deeds performed by their regiments long befote they were
born, or, at least, out of leading-st.ings, and o assume a credit for
these deeds to themselves, .

These were the good old days of simplicity in the character and
bearing of a soldier, But war and peace necessarily reader that
character dissimilar, In the former state, too m'-fj,-vigor 15 snfused
into the_physical and moral man, by a constaalsenies of exciting
scenes, in which he finds himself an important actor, fo admit of bis
entertaining any more predominating feeling than thaf of proud iden-
tification with the glorious results achieved by the common vajor.
He fecls that he is looked upon as one of the connecting-tinks e
great chain which binds the glorious destinies of his couutryiﬁst
he is respected in proportion to the service he is enabled to rendel,to
her—however humble the mode—and it is his pride to know that,
when a nation’s praise goes forth in thanks for an important victory,
ke " one of those to who that homage is paid.  With such induce-
ments for adhesion to the standard of his country—such means af-
forded him to vary the scene of his dangers and of his service, to
indulge in that desire for change which is natural to man in every
condition of- life, and yet to know that, if there be auy perceptible
«or lengthened diminution of his comfort, it is because it 15 beyond
the control of his officer {o prevent that which is equally inflicted
upon himself, With such inducements, I repeat, to be true to the
flag of his country, the soldier feels that it would be a blindness of
infatuation to forsake the manifold advantages he enjoys, for the pur-
pose of following an ignis fuluus, which inay lead to his utter de-
struction, and cerlainly cannot better his condition. Hence it is
that in war, when the mind and the body are actively employed, de-
sertions are of far less frequent occurrence than when no such state
of honorable excitement exists.

But, duringa period of profound peace, when there is nothing to
animate the mind or to excite interest—when no vista of glory is
dimly seen in the distance—when a soldier’s life is consumed in an
unceasing round of drills, parades, and guard-mountings—when the
same unvarying roster of duty is presented to him, likening his toil
in a great degree to that of the slave—and when, if change of scene
be offered, he finds it unaccompanied by any of these strong cxcite-
ments which are inseparable from a condition of war, it is the less
swrprising {hat a moibid feeling, inducing listlessness and apathy,
and even loathing of his condition. sliould eventually take possession
of his inind, until recourse is finally had to that step which he thinks
will Irad to his relicf, but which, experience satisfies him, not only
makes real that suffering which is fancied, but shuts him out from
cvery, prospect of arelurn to the enjoyment of those actual benefits
he has so thoughtlessly aud so guiltily relinquished,

Another superinducing cause of the frequency of desertion in the
Biitish army at the present day is, in my opinion, the institution of
libraries (by no means, in many instances, select) in the several
corps, and the direetion of the minds of the men to subjects utterly
unsuited to their position. These, in expanding his intellect, tend
to give to the sotdier—especially if he be a young man—an unduly
exalted opinion of himeelf, and to induce a contempt for the position
he ocrupies.  Gradually he is led to infer that his education and
talents are far beyond his present limited sphere, and looking on tgc
nniform he wears as a badge of servitude, determines on seizing the
first favorable opportunity to rid himself of it for ever. Nor is this
desire in any way diminished by the practice to which I have, in
strong deprecation, alluded, of giving dinners to each other, and in-
dulging in senfimenial toasts and opinions which are, I maintain,
unsuited to a saldicr’s condition. © T

[ inay offer, in illustration of this view of the subject, a circum-
stance that ceenrred in the 23rd Regiment, not long previons to their
embarkation for the West Indies. Two corporals’ suards were in
the habit of mounting daily in Kingston—one at the hespital, the
other al the ordnance, and a plar waslaad by both non-commissioried
atlicers on duty on_one particular day to desert with the whole of
their command. However, the men, who had necessarily been tam-
pered with, disclosed the intention, and it was defeated.  The cor-
porals were confined, tried by a court-mastial, convicted, and sent to
the penitentiary.  And here it is to be remarked that they were both
young, good-looking and intelligent, had received a tolesable educa-
tion, and were not only able penmen, but possessed of that shrewd-
ness and sagacity which so often obtains for a clever soldier the
soubriquet of  Lowyers?  Their guilt, therefore was, in all proba-
bility, the result of that desize tobetter a condition which the esti-
mate they had forined of their own capabilities had led them to be-

lieve was not what it ought to be. [t was fortunate that the mea,
not acknowledging the same refined influence, conceived it to be a
duty incumbent on then to regard their oath.

I have tated on the authority of Sir John Colborne, that the
number  deserters, between 1815 and 1838 inclusive, wus at
least 5,000, Correct statistics of desertion since that penod I
have not been able o obtain, but they cannot be much less than
500, forat Kingston alone, I know the number up to the 20th of
September 1814, to have been 215, This mauia has, as I have
alrendy remarked, been carried to a_greater piteh in Kingston
than in any other part of Upper Canada, inasmuch as every poc-
son owning a Loat of whatsoever description, was at one timo
compelled to adopt tho utmost precaution to prevent it from falling
into the hunds of deserters.

That there could be no other causé for desertion, to the eu-
ormous extent we have ecen, than the mere caprice of men tired
of the monotony of thoir position, and eager for change, is obvious
from the fact that Sir Richard Armstrong, the commander of the
troops in the Western section of the Province, had from the first
moment of his assumption of the charge n 1841, directed lus
earnest attention to the subject, and caused every moasure to ba
adopted which could possibly have the effect of lessemny the
evil : and courts martial, which had herctofore taken place toa
very great extent, were only resorted to on urgent oceasions, while
the ineans taken 10 remove all ground for this tribunal were many
and efficacinus.  The most scrupuluus regard was moreover had
to the comfort of those who, long experienco had tavght the gal-
lant General, might occasionally be sabject tathe petulance of
their Officers, or to the much more decided severity of the non-
commissioned ranks ; and at his periodical inspections, the men
have at all times been enjoined to make known the shghtest
ground of complaint.

It was not therefore owing to oppression, or injustice, or any
neglect of their comfort that these nien cast themssalves uponthes
adventurous course, but simply with a view to the mdulgence of
that wayward Jove of change—that vam and unseasonable desire
of bettering their condition, which the near proxitity of the Unsted
State;i-—the land of presumed hiberty—seemed most calculated to

ratify.

8 'I‘w'z) other motives are assigned by Sir Richard, who seems
deeply to have studied the subject, for the extreme prevalence of
an evil, which, it seems, no caution can anticipate or prevent.
The first of these, is the addictionto drunkenness which prevades
almost all classes of people, and is the besetting sin of the coun-
try 3 and which naturally extends itself to the soldiers who are
invited to spend theiy monoyan thatgnanngr. The second, istha.
persevering efforts of American cilizens, having constait cona-
munication with the Canadian shore, and with whom it seems to
be a pride and a duty to seduce as many men as thzy can, from
their allegiance to a country they conceive to be hostile to thewr
own. Nor thiswith any view tvavail themselvesof their services,
for as has been seen, no sooner isthe treasen accomphished, then
the traitor is held up to ignominy, and made to undergo all the
humiliation consequent on his credulity. In the momentof his
intoxication, he greedily clatches the false ho'yes held out to hum
by the artful deluder—compromises himself by a pledge, and
then, withuut energy to disenthral himself, aud at once ashaned
and afraid of the inteation being discovered, even if it be not put
in execution, blindly {ields himself to the infatuation, and takes
the step that leadsto bis ruin. ]

In supposing that they are precladed from returning to the
country, as the majority of deserters do, they labor under a mis-
conception. Very many have returned—subjected themselves to
the penalties imposed by a Court Martial, aud then retarned 0
their duty. But the most inconceivable thing of atl is the conduct
of those who with the experience of all the ubloquy which attaches
even to a first direliction of duty, have the hardihood net only to
repeat the offence, but even a th.rdtime to pursue the same course.
A second desertion should, in my opiaion, seldom be pardoned—
a third never, for the ranks of a Regiment are only disgraced by
the restoration to them of men whose villainy 15 of the most
hardencd kind, and whose unblushing example cannot fuil to
operate unfavorably on those who, although now untainted, may
at some future period, indulge in the same propensity, with tho
same prospect of impunity, R

It has cver appeared to me (and I confess my surprise that no
officer of the British army, serving in Canada, should have promul-
gated the same opinion,) that it would be good policy to issue a
proclamation of pardon to all those soldicrs who have deserted
once, but that wherever a second case occurred, the g-:my should
be condemned to the Penitentiary for a certain number of years,
and if taken a thitd time, he should, after having been tried and
convicted by a Court Martial, be shot. The punishm.rt ol die
Penitentiary, for a few years, has nothing appalling in it, to the
outward eve, but surround a man with the imposing cerernonies of
a military execution, and the lesson will go far to check the evil.
Even for a first offence, comnutted under aggravated circum-
stances, a deserter should be made to sufferdeath-

The proclamation I suggest, being an act of oblivion of the of-
fence, would have the effect of removing that stigma which zow



