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saine rude log; tlie samne Rte warmeamir feet; and the saine
laigli wvas provokcd froui tlaem b y the quàint anti çliaaacteristic tales
ai' those %lîo passed the miidiiiglt bourm in steritil, the eînbcrs or
the dying lire, and relating wlîat they felt %voulal atiord amusement
to tîjeir ctfaccrs. Ilote svas a tetlowsltip.--a coînpanionslaip,w~hicla,
ivitlîout one moment losing sigbt of the relative positions of the par-
ties, blcnidad alt in concord, and lett vita thc soldier net the mosst
iliitant dcsire for change. lie knew lais dities, and lie îarforaned
thiacn ; and liehn tlae3e %ve fa;tlftilly discha rZcd, lie cnjoycd the
inta.rveniiig lieurs iii a spirit ýYhich could Ieave nue cause for [amolli
iila li ad clinsen the nobhle tirufcs2ioit or. a soldiçr. Ilowv such a
mian would have induîlged ii lias rude v. tticisms, coulal lie have an-
ticiîcated fliat a tirne wvould arrive w itet a ncsv o yasy f
mailitary men eîlonlid arise, ivliose chaief ubject it shoulal be, not ta
seck Itiarels for theuîaeivcs, but ta compliment cadi othçr on
the ;,allant decds performed by tiair regitnetils long belere thacy %vore
boro, or, at least, nut or leaditig-aj.in;s, and ta assume a credie fer
tlhcs-e decals ta themselves.

Tlese %verc the good aid days of simplicity in the characte. 40ad
buriîag of a soldier. flut wvar andl peace neccssarity tender that
eharacter dissianilar. In the formerst.tte, tue nmu*,vigor as infuied

ji, te thc pIiysical and moral mnan, by a constinFisoties of esxciing
sÀccnes, iii wlaich hie faîîds hianseif an important actr,,< admit of bis
entertainiiae any mare prcdaaninating feeling tlian thaý cf îaroud iden-
tification wath tlae glnrions resuis achievcd by tieinmoîi Y*~r.
*- réfels tlaat lie is loakeal tapon as one of the cannecticig-iînks uý,hegreat chaiai wlaach tiads tle glorious destinies of lais couuty- 4t
lie is respa'cicd in p-opertian ta he service lie is enibleal te zende to
her-ltooecr humble the mroae-and il is bis pride ta knowv thiat,
when a naii.z liraise goes forth in tlaanks for an ijaîportant victory,
lie' one af thase ta ivhoin that bomage is paid. Witlî such indiîce-
mnts for adhesion ta the standard of bis country--such means af-
forde.4 hitn te vary tic scene of bis dan&ers andl of lais service, ta
iîadui'ge in flat desire for change wvhich as natural to man an every
condition of-life, and yet ta knov flint, if diere lie aiîy percepible
.or lengthened diminution of bis corfort, il is bccause it as beyonul
the control of bis officer ta prevent that ivhich is cqually inflicted
capon himself. With such inducements, 1 repent to bie truc te tlîe
flag cf lais country the poldier féels that if ivoulu! be a bliîidncss of
infatuation ta forsakce the manifald advantagcs lie enjoys, for tlae pur-
pose of folloiving an ignis faluuts, îvhichinay lcad to lais utter de-
struction, and cerhainly cannot boctter lais condition. Hence il is
that ii %var, ivhien tlîe mind and the bedy are actively cmpjloycal, de-
sertacais arc of far less frequent occurrence than Micn no sncob shate
of honorable excitement exisis.

'But, dairing a pcrýod of profotna poace, %vhen tiiere is nothiag ta
animate the inld or ta exci'te anterest-.wihen nu visha cf lory is
dimly seen in the dishance-waen a solîhier's tire is consume5 in an
uneasing rounîd of drills, parades, and guardI-mounings-iwhen time
same unvaryiiig rester of duty is presented ta him, likening lais toil
iii a great dûeree te thiat cf thc slave-andl wlaen, if chaange cf scene
bae otrereal, lie linals il unarcornpanied by any> cf tlanse strong excite-
monts wlaich are inseparalîle fromn a condition cf war, il is the lcss
.sirprisiing Iliat a mnoibial feeling, inducing listlessness and apatlîy,
anl erela loathaing cf lais condition. slaculal eventually talce possession
of his inid, until recourse is fiîaally hadl ta thnt stop whic)i ho tlainks
%viil la'ad te lus relief, but %vhich, experience satislies him, net only
niakes real flhnt sulffring whlich is fancicd. hait shuts him oîat froan
cvery prspect cf a retuara ta the enjayanent cf those actual benefats
lie~ bas se thoughtlessly andl se guiltily relinquisica.

Anotlier superinducing cause cf tlic frcqucncy cf desertion in the
Biitish army ai tlae present day is, in my opinion, the institution cf
librarieq (iv ne means, in mâny instances, select) in thc several
cnrpa4. andalie direction ai the mintis of (lae men tosubjects uthcrly
utluiteal to hheir position. These, in expanding lais intellect, tend
to give ihé 1 oai'-sacal if hie bc a -ouaag man-an ainduly
e'aalted opinion nr laimnielf, andl ho induace a contempt foi thc position
lie~ opruis. Graîlually :hle is led te infer tlaat bis calucation aýd
talents are fat beyonal his present limitcd spimere, and loel<ing on the
i:iiforni lac wears as; a badge cf servitude, aletcrmincs on seizbng Uhe
fassi favorable elpeortunity te Mia limself cf il for ever. Nor is this
da.sire in any way ditninished by tlac practice te which 1 have, in
btromag deprecahion, ailsdedl, cf givingalinners ta each other, anal in-
diîlging in sentimnental taasts anal opîinions wvhich are, 1 maintinj
unsuited te a sildier's condition.

1 inny aller, in illustration cf this view, cf the subject, a cirenan-
stance illai cecurroal in tlîeU2 r Itegaiant, netlong puevients ta their
ecnharkation for the Welst Indies. Twvo carporals' guards ivere in
the liabit cf mousating daily ila Xingston-one at the hospital, Ilie
ctllier ah the' enînance, andl a plan waslaaid hy both non-conmissiomed
k<iLer on duty on cale pashicular day ho desert %vita the %vhcle cf
tiacir cemmanal. llowevecr, tieinien, wrho ha.dnecessarily beent no-
pcied with, disclaseal the intentioni, anal it, was defecateal. Tlae cor-

vra cre canfineal, trical by a ceurt-marhial, canvicteil, and sent ta
the pcmientiary. Anal hcre it is ta bc rcmarkcd that thacy %vero boh
~oung, god-lnnlsing andl intelligent, bail recciveal a tolerable educa-
iion, andl were not only able peninen, but poe-sea cf that shrevd-
aems andl sagarity which so ofti'n ohiains for a clever solier tic
"u'bliquet cf 1«Lnwyer.>1 Thcir giait, therefare %vas, in ait preba-
bility, the rcsult cf h hat desire te botter a condition whlicl thec esti-
matse thîcy liait foranca cf tîxcir oiva capabilities laad Icil tlaca ta bc-

lieve wvas net wvhat it ouglit t0 lac. It, was fartunate tiat Uhe moin,
net ackniowietlging tlio saine relined influenîce, cemîcciveal it te bc a
duty iticttinjetit on thacin ta regard Ilîcir eath.

I have lateal on Uhc autljority cf Sir Jolin Colbne ia h
nninber desertors, bolueaan 1815 aîad 1838 inl* ie %vas ait
lvaaît ,(J.Correct 8iatisties cf desertion, silice tiat poraod I
have net beon ableo hoabtain, but tlaey cannot bu much, lesas Ian
500, for ah Kiigaomi aloaie I kiaow tlîo ainnur ni) to hll 2Oth of

Saîte'iihr 1814, ta have Ucen 215. ThIis mania lias, as 1 have
aîreadyn1 rermarked, becia carricl ûa a greater pitch, in Kiilnn
tha nii aîay ailier part of Upper Canada, inammuoli as uvery per-
soai ouîiag a Lont cf %vlintsoever descriptiona, wvas ai ciao orne
compelletl la aopt tho umimost precaution, t pevent, a frou a diiîîg
iaato thte biand(s of desertors.

Thiat ictee coulai bu no otiier causal for desortion, te tlae era-
armous exîcaît wve have ecen, than the mne caprice cf men tared
cf tlaa memaotony, of thoair posiiona, aiid enger for chanige, is obvions
fram the fact îlaat Sir Rlichard Armstronag, ilie commander of the
troops ina iie Western section cf the Province, id frein lite firsi
momnt cf lais assuiaption cf tic charge an 184, darecîcal lits
earnest attention ho thte subject, andl causeal cvery muasure ta bu
adopteal %vlaicli cotald possibly have thse effect of lcsseig lIbo
cvii : anal courts martial, %vlitclî liad lierotofore talei place to a
very great exheait, %veto ualy rcsrted thon am rgent occasions, whlilu
tiha mens taken to remave aIl ground for this tribunal vere mai)y
anda eficacinns. The most sorupuluus rugzard %vas morcover lîad
te thc comnfort of tlioso wvho, lonag experai7co ia<l tavglat the gaI-
lant (leiieral, mi.-lit cccasionalB> bu stibjeet itheim petlanco cf
tliair Ollters3, or t the inouci mure. ducialed scverity cf tima in-
comnaissioaad raniks; and at lais periodical inispections, tlie mcii
have att aIl times bocai enjoined ta inake ktawi the siîgiteb%
groutial cf complait.

It ivas mach tliereforo owing ta oppression, or injustice, or any
negloci cf their corofort, ihât tiiese nicasi ilueseslves upoiîthix
adveaiturous course, but simply wath, a viev lu tlîc indulgemnce <of
tlaat waywanl love of cliange-that vainî aind un.seasahlu desîre
cf hohteriag their coniîttioan, -,k flan th int proxiinity of the Uîitud,
States-the lanad of presurnedliborty-sent!d must caieuiated ta

Twvo cilier motives are assigned by Sir Richard, wvho seenis
deeply ta have sîiadicd tlia scmbject, for the extremae prevalonce cf
an evil, wlaich, it seems, ne caution can anticipale or preveitt.
T1'le first ef Iliese, is Iîo addictiona to drunkcnness wliclc arvades
almost ail classes cf people, anal is tha besottiîg sin of gocourt-
tq y; andl wliieli naturally exteuias itself to tic scidiers wio are
invite.d ta spenal theif mnon tliat»uan5 . The second, as tllq.
persýeveriaag efforts of Ainerîcan citazens, baving constart coinx-
munaie.oa 1il ta anadian shore, anal %çih wlxaau il aaeems ta
be a pride anîd a dcîty ta seduce as many men as thay can, frera
their allegianca ta a couintry they comscvive lu ho hostile to thir
owvm. Nor îliis %viîl any viaw ho avail thicnsel vos of thear services,
for as lias been sceau, no sooner is Uic treasen accuiaplisheal, thon
the traiter is helal up la igaaoîiny, anal madeo undergo aIlt tî
humiliaiona cemsequont on lais credulit>. la flac moment cf hus
antoxicalioiî, hie greedily c'laiches tic fa[e hio p s lield out teo iîn
by the artfuî doludor-compronîises imself by a pleuige, andl
Ilien, wilutenergy ho diseatîtrai limseif, amad ah once asiamea
and afraid, cf the intenation being dircovered, even if il. ha net put
iii executioa, blindly yieids hiraselflo the infatuatioa, amid lakes
thc stoly tlat leadsto lais rumn.

in supposing iit they are prechîded froua returning te the
counthry, ns the majorihy af deseilers do, tlacy labor under a mis-
conception. Very mnany have rcturoed-subjected thamnzelvaio
the pealnties imposeal by a Court Martial, anîd thon returned ta
tiair duty. But tic mast incenceivablo thingcf ail as the conaluct
cf thosewhvo %vitlathecexpericncoof ail tlaocbloqywahtico
even te a first direliction of duty, have the linrdioo ny tu
irepeat tic olfence, b)ut aven a Û.rd lime lo purue the sarne colarce.
A 8econd desertion shoulal, in này apiialon, saldom bo pardumaci-
a third nover, for the tanks of a Ileninseait are oaîly di tcdty
tha rcstoraiion te theam cf mon w;iose villainy is of thie mnost
hardenod kinal, anal wviaso unbluslaing examnplo cannai faii to
operate unfavorahiy on titose who, althcugli nowv nainteul, inay
ai soino fuature perîod, induige in thc same propeîîsity, iviti thu
sane prospect cf ianpnnity.

It lias ever appenreal ho me (and 1 confess my surprise that no
officer cf thu l3ritisha rmy, serving iii Canada, siionla have promul-
g'ated tlo sçarne opinion,) tiat il %vould bai goo pnlicy ha issue a
Proclamation of pardon te ail tlîose soldiers .vito have deserted,
oncc, but thai %vlierever a secondacrise occurreal, Uic party slioild
ho candemuacal ta tîmo Peaitcaahiaay for a certain nuiner of years,
anal if hakemi a thcird lime, lie shoulal aftcr haviaag beon tracal anad
coîîvictod by a Court 'Martial, bo sudo. Tic punishiaaa.t Gf Lict

Ilcnitcntiairy, for a few years, has nothing appalliîag in it, te te
outwardl ove, huh sirround a man with the imposing cereanonies cf
aj mulituary execiaini, anal tho lesson Nwill ge far ta check the cvil.
Evcn for a first offemîce, cormiîihhea utader aggravateci circura-

taceadeserter simoului bc matie te suifer atît.
T'ae proclamation 1 sinigest, boingan net cf oblivion cf the of-

renée, .,vauld have thc efièct cf removing tlaat qlig-ma tvhicli now
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