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the religion of Egypt, and the Baby-
lonians, while holding them in captiv-
ity, tanght them the religion of the
Chaldeans.

The Mosaic, or Egyptian, religion
was their religion for much the longer
period of their history, as contained in
the Old Testament. That period, and
that religion, gave them the distinctive
characteristics as a people. Moast of
their literature was written then, or re-
fers to that period. Their great proph-
ets are represented as having lived and
taught then.

Their theocracy and religion were
secular, practical, and, in many re-
spects, rational and scientific, as taught
by their more enlightened teachers.

e learn, in these ancient records,
that the last 500 years of which it
gives us the his ory of them, and after
they returned from the Babylonian
captivity, they had largely imbibed,
and lived in, the Chaldean faith.

, The leading objects of the wnters of
the Gospels seem to have been to en-
deavor to converi them to the princi-
ples of the old Mosaic theocracy, with
a more spiritual application, and divest-
ed of the outward physical symbols,
figures and representations, sensual and
savage ideas, adapted to their con-
dition after they cmerged from Lgyp-
tian slavery.

They had advanced in intellentual
and soc:al conditions, and were p-<par-
ed for better thoughts.

These Gospel writers respected their
Jewish traditions and prejudices, that
claimed a great superioty for their own
people, as the special chosen race or
nation, and the pecuiiar favorites of
Jehovah. To secure their interest, the
more if possible, they gave the gene-
alogy of the teacher of this new and
more spiritual faith, as a lineal descend-
ant of David. The message he
brought them was a divine one from
their ancient deity, whose son, in that
sense, he also was.

One of the first testimonies they
put in his mouth, or ascribed to him
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as the author, was, “Repent, for the
Kingdom.of Heaven is at hand.”

This was returning at once, and
directly, to the Mosaic religion of their
fathers, and a brave and severe blow at
their then popular Chaldaic faith, which
was, that the Divine kingdom and the
Heavenly Father that was to save them
was not here now on earth, but some-
where among the stars, and he was to
save them, not here, but in another
existence, and in another life, after
they left this earth and these mortal
bodies. We must ever bear in mind
that the ancient Greeks, Egyptians,
and other more cultivated nations,
taught their religions through dramatic,
allegorical figures, personified, and
various outward, visible representations.

Although Biblical Scholars believe
these Gospels were prepared in Alex-
andiia, Eqypt, or in Greece by Greek
writers, yet the personages and geo-
graphical references were Judean, in
order to aitract the attention and in
terest of Jewish readers, On careful
reading we will find Jesus sprritualizing,
purifying, and applying to life, the old
religion of Moses, the immanence of
deity with the people, as expressed in
this age by the more enlightened,
scientific thinking classes. The con-
victions of what i wisc, best and true,
impressed on or arising in our own
minds and judgments, is the Divine
Guide for our duties and conduct in all
the relations of life.

We have now arrived at the inter-
esting point as to what is the drift and
purpose of the teachings of these Gos-
pels. We will see at the beginning
the words put in the text as being
expressed by Jesus, are cpposed to the
Chaldean and favor the Mosaic theo-
logy. He said not one tittle of the
law should pass away till all was ful-
filled. His mission was not to destroy
the Jaw nor the prophets, the teachings
of which were substantially all secular.
There is found in his emphatically
reiterated parables lessons defining
th- kingdom of heaven, making 1t
s cu'ar, and to be obtained, realized



