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&4 authoritative declaration of law be entin-
Clated, '30 it enhances the responsibility of those
c4lled on in the midst of such a conflict of
0PirdioU to declare authoritatively the principles
4Y Which both Federal and Local legisiation
%re governed.

erevious to (Sonfederation, the Governor or

Lietenreptivernr Coûtncil, and Assembly,
111theresectveProvinces of Canada, Nova

ScOtia, and New Brunswick, formed the legisîn-
tiv>e body of the Provinces, subordinate. indeed,
tO the Parliament of the Mother Country, and

81ubjeet to its control, but, with this restriction,
hav'in1g the sanie power to miake laws binding
*Wlithj the ýProvince that the Imperial Parlia-

"ent has in the Mother Country, and the pro-

ibrietY and necessity of such enactmnents were
Wlhin the competency of the Legisiature atone
tO determine. As the House of Comnons in

]tIIglaflll exorcised sole jurisdiction over ail mat-

te8COfnected with controverted elections except
8a far as they may bave restrained themselves
b'f etatutory restrictions, the several Flouses of
ASSenblY always claimied and exercised in like

r14Iulier exclusive right to deal witb and be sole
.lidges of election matters, unless rcstrained in
1hke Inalner, and this, daim or the exercise of

b ave neyer heard disputed. On the con-

ta3 , it is expressly recognized as existing in
the Legislative Assemblies by the I>rivy Cotincil1

Ir ?brev. Landry, L. R. 2 App. Cas. 102.
Wlien the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia,

44d Xew Brunswick sought 94to be federally

4]nted ito one Dominion under the Crown of
t'le IJiuited Ringdom of Great Britain and
lelAfld, with a constitution similar in prin-
cai, to that of the United Kingdom," it

bem absolutely necessary that there should
li, a distribution of legisiative powers, and so

~Oflad the exclusive powers of Provincial
0&Iltrsvery specially limited and defined,

llle 9gative authority is given to, the Parlia-

0eÀ f Canada to make laws for the peace,
Omead go governinent of Canada in

tQ~AtiOr to ail matters mot comiug within the

el%%s Of subjecti by the Act assigued exclu-

'~ter h cegitres of the Provinces; and

961ene1lity of the foregoing ternis, it is de-

te htnotwithstanding anything lu the
tthe exclusive legialative authority of the

b Oknir Of Canada saa extend to all matters

coming within the classes of subjects uext

thereinafter enumerated.
It will be observed that in the classes of sub-

jects thus enunierated, either with respect to the

powers of the Provincial Legielatures or those of

the Parliament of Canada, there is not the

slightest allusion, direct or indirect, to the

rights and privileges of Parliainent or of the

Local Legisiatures, or to the election of mem-

bers of Parliament or of the Houses of Assembly,
or the trial of controverted elections or pro-

ccedings incident thereto. Thei reason of this

is very easily fo und in the statute, and is

simply that before these specifie powers of

legislation were conferred on the Parliament

and on the Local Legislattires, al] matters con-

nected with the constitution of Parliament and

the Provincial constitution, had been duly pro-

vided for, separate and distinct from the

distribution of Legisiative powers, and of

course overriding powers s0 distributed; for

until Parliament and the Local Legislatures

were duly constituted no legislative powers, if

conferred, could be exercised. Thus we find

that immediately after declaring that there

shall bc one Parliament for Canada consisiting

of Queen, Senate, and flouse of Commnons, the

Imperial Act provides for the privileges of those

House8 in these terms :

iiThe privileges', immunities, and powers to

be held, enjoyed, and exercised by the Senate,

and by the House of Commons, and by the

members thereof respectively, shall be such as

are from time to time defined by Act of the

Parliamelit of Canada, but so that the sanie

shail neyer exceed those at the passing of this

Act held, enjoyed and exercised by the Com-

Mous flouse of Parliament of the United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and by

the memberi thereof."

After declariilg whist the constitution of the

flouse of Commons shahl be, and definiug te

electorisi districts of the four Provinces, it

makes provision for the continuance of existing

election 1aws until the Parliamient of Canada

otherwise provides, In these words:

"iUntil the Parliament of Canada otherwise

provides, ail lawi in force in the severai Pro-

vinces at the Union relative to the followtng

matters or auy of them, namely, the qualifie...

tions and disqualifications of persons to be

elected or tgo it or vote as members of the
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