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thiei Ilic Receivei--Genceral of tic Customns, and afterwards Pro-
fessor of Poetry at Oxford, illustrated the unhilappy ignorance of
early Irisl Ilistory whichi the poemns hiad tc0 encounter, by in-
quiring "But wvho iç the Suganie E.trl;> Because lie speaks of
the Sugane Earl as if it wvas the Cliairmian of the Board of Cuis-
tomis a id everobody nusI knlo,,% who lie is." Thiis is a bit of just
criticismi pleasanUty expressed. Tennyson iii biis Arturian poenlis
assumes eveni more iiîtelligLence in bis readers tlian doos De Vere
with hiardly more reason, but Teninvson lîadl no racial prejudices to
run carrainst. Againi, De \'ere dc:pends upon the reader to, discover
for hirnsclf Ilie partienilar doctrine \vliicIî lies latent ini a long series
of relig-Ious poeilîs. J n al) such c:jýes the poet is imucb too coni-
plinîentary to bis readcrs. But lie spares us fromi the torture of
foot-notes ; for ivlîicil exceed"ing- clîaritv miucli slîoiild be forgiven
Ilim.

It wvill at once be pcrceived, I ajiprehleid, that sucli
a fault as exuberanice, spriniiîm as, il does [noml finguistic
affluence, Iirnitless wealîh of agug and illustration, and the
otlier fault of over-nîucli contemplation, the natural w-eakiess of a
tlîoughitful soul, are afier aIl no nmore tli the iîatural foils of the
surpassing virtues of thîe great poei:, w~ho must be, above ail, a
deep tliik-ýr .ind a ia-ster of dictioi. As to the obscurity wvhicli
is caused, not by any inîvolution of tie text, or complex denseniess
of the tîcuglit, ais iniBowig or detfýect iii the expression, ais in
si. nîanv of the i lfae of IEig±Iii pot-try, but radier- by wanL
of rudimientarv Iuow g in thie redr-uel beconies tie
duty of ic latter to rernove: a cauise %vilichi reflects nlot onl the
auiJhor but lîirnself. 13y Iriblh re:iclers, ;'t least, a kiowiedye: of
Irislî hlistory slîould iîot i>C, one wotild thinkl, coniisdered recondite.
''1 I have fouiîd vou a reasI.on, sir ; 1 aili not bounid to, find vou an
uniderst.iîiding",ý Uhc iniitv Dr. Samuel joliison is rcported to
hiave shouiied on a iiieillorable occasion. Aubrev de XTcrc nighit
bc cxcused for plaraiplîr;sing ilîat saine thiorotug-llly rationa-l
objectioni. did liis iminc genltlcnic.ss zillow izîî to% allirmî zanly4ing
of tie sort.

But I arn forcgeuziiîgý Ulic role I hiave sige nîyself of t/o
calms Dia/ioii, and so 1 ilust returiî to the amick. As a niatter of
fiict, tilt ilîost serious fault of all rannaiîîs to bc nanîed. This 1
shiai cal! upon a frieîîdly cihic to do. In -, letter*to the Irisli


