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SERMON,

PREACHED AT THK OPKNING OF THK FIFTIL GRNERAL
ASSEMURLY OF THK FRESBY UERIAN . CHURCH IN CANs
ADA AT OFTAWA, ON THE 12T oF JUNE, 1879, BV
REV, DR, JEXKINS, THE REIIRING MODERATON,

**As Thou hiast sent e into the wotld, cven so have 1
also sent them into the warld,”  John avii, 10-18.

Josus was the apostle of the Father ; sent forth o the
world on & mission of love—the great tiuspel mission of sav-
ing men from sin.  ** The twelve * were the apostles of
Jesus, sent forth by Him into the world with lis Father's

of metcy. "This message Hic Himself brought from

heaven to carth- ** As my Father hath sent me, even so
send | you." ‘Timothy, Silvanus, Epaphuas, Titus, aml
many others, wete apostles of ** The Twelve,’ sent fnth by
them into the world to teach the same doctiines of salvation
from sin, as they had heen teaching; and also to provide
for their being continuously proclaimed to the coming gener.
ations of men—**The things that though hast licard of me,
the same commit thou to faithful men who shall be abh to
teach others also.” ‘This apostleship, thus ordame!l aud
ondered by the Father and the Son, and perpetuated dunng
;\:'M‘teen centuties by the presente of the Holy Ghost, e-

s in

THE CHURCI TO-DAY,

For they to whom is committed * the ministry of teconcil
Ing," are apostles.  Not in that technical and “official scine
in which the word came to be used in the tirst age of the
Christian Church, and which limited ot to **he T'welve," hut
in the Wroader, the litetal sense, slecd, of theie Leing
“oent forth ™ into the world, as were *‘I'he Twelve,” an
as was Jesus before them, with the otiginal message fiom
sod, of ' goodwill toward men."* They*who trace back
the authonty of the Christian pastorate to the Apostles
wmerely, take a limited view of l’ne dignity of the pastoral
tion, ‘The first link in the chain l} the Christian min-
ial succession is fastened in the will of the Eternal, in
L God's everlasting puximc of love to man,  For, “God 30
loved the world that e gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
evetlasting life,”  Again, * God sent not His Son into the
wotld to condemn the world, but that the world through
Ilim might be saved.”  ** As Thou has sent Me into the
world, even 80 have { also sent them into the world,” ‘The
work which devolves on

THE MOLERN CHRISTIAN MINISTEK

is, therefore, that to which * ‘The ‘T'welve ™ wete commise
sioned by their Lord, is indecd, the work to which the
Father originally commissioned Hum: ** The loid hath
anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poors He hath
sent Me to heal the brokensheatted, to preach dehiverance
to the captives, and secovering of sight to the blind, 10

ach the acceptable year of the Lout" In what manner
?:ﬁl fulfilled this mission and minisgry, with what wisdom
and true-heartedness, how strong and how eadunng was Has
loyalty 10 that commiasion undet which He had been sent
*“ into the wotld to save sinnets,” how deep was His sym.
pathy with human woe, aid how intense ‘His longing to
rcomolc and secure the saving design of His great nussion ;
s known to all you who have studied the life of Jesus, as at
is portrayed in the Gospels.  From e to time, Christian
ministes are counselled, in books, in lectures, and in friendly
conversations, to model their professional character and
course, now, after onc eminent and sucressful man, and now,
after another.  Somctimes a distinguished modern 1 com
mended to their sty and imitation, At other times, some
of the many men of teal power who shed

SO UKIGHT A LUSTRE

on the Puritan period of British ccclesiastical history. Then
again, ministers are invited to go back to the cra of the Re-
formation, and are urged to adopt as models of ministerial
life and action, some of the men of might who, in that great
age, defended with almost apostolic power and against many
a fietce assault, Bible-truth and liberty of conscience.  Be-
yood all these, ministers, time and again, are pointed to
the age -of the Apbstles, that age which excelled every other
age, whether previousor sulneqlucnt. in real preaching power s
St. Paul being very naturally the favourite apostolic model
on which modern ministers ate recominended to order their

i course. A grand model tuly! If we could
wt fashion our mimster character afterit? For the intel-
lectual force and culture of this great Apostle; his clo-
quence, his resolve, his sclf-denial, his power of endurance,
his sanctificd zeal, have never been sutpassed, if, indeed,
they have been cqualied in the missionary history of the
Church. At this point, before passing to more important
matters, 1 venture to offer this word of counsel, if not, in-
deed, warning, 10 my brethren in the ministry ; chicfiy to my
younger brethren : Imitate no man! Read what the gicat
Christian preachers and other authors of the different ages
have written ; make yourselves masters of their huux“i)muc-
tions ; catch the inspiration which comes to any every
wan who intelligently and libotiously and prayesfully studies
the lifework, the spirit and the mcthods of those great pas-
tors and ugr.eacbcn. who, from time to time have been in.
strumental in

RUILDING UP THE CHURCH OF GOD,

and have made her strong and successful in the world.
Noble men, who adomed and magnified the office of the
Christian ministry. Do not, however, sct them up as models
afier which to shape your own professional carcer ; not so
because they are not worthy of your imitation, as

that {N haven't the skill to imitate them. While during a
long life in the ministry, I haveknown a man here and there,
who has contrived to become respectable by overlooking the
that he was himsclf thinking that not was Jeft to
but to an imitator, affccting to copy men who
had reached high Tguhon in the Church ly themselves re-
ing upon their cwxmdividwily. 1 have

which many more are likely to split, is that of selecting
some popular Heing preacher, or some admited professor, as
worthy of timitation, the result being that they have fllowed
thelr chictishied models in ungainliness of gesture, or in an
unattiactive clocution, or in defectivencss of utterance, ot in
tricks of style, or inother weak potnts of manner and me.
thod, while the robuster qualities, the teatly solul and vatu.
abile charactelistics, thuse which lay at the 1ot of the popelar.
ity amd power which attracted them, were cither overlooked
in the modelling, or found tou difficull to copy, and were
not therefore teproduced.  No man among us can afford to
be another man- to be anybody but himsell. Y ou cannot
become another man ! By dint of fuolish practice you may
counturfeit some great man's gifts, or reproduce them n
caricature ; bt the teal power of the man is us ownt g
ours ! not anybody else’s ! 1t never can beanother man's |
t can never be yours |

4 °Chis above all 1 "T'o thine own self be time;
And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou can'st not then be false to any man,”

Be yoursclves ! Any maun amongst ue wha wili sesolve upum
i beng hiosedt; whe will then stene to g out: what bus we
dividuality 155 and who wiil at Tength work upon the dis-
covety 3 may beceme, 1n 0o long time cither, an ntlaenial
and mccc.\sﬁ‘:l minister,  Likely enough he will become a
power in the Church,  One model exists which 1 mni- hitly
sct befure you ;3 whueh, indewd, 1 way urge you to follow ¢
to faslion upon it that seligions life winch is persanal 10
yourselves, and also that puofessional hife which < sela.
tive to the mtensts of the Churel, and to the ssivation of
men from s 1 shall venture to tecommend, with all the
strength and cainestness of which 1 am capable, that you
study, and as tar as may be, reproduce m your tespective
spheres of winistenial labour, the spuit and method of s
wotking, whose buef miastry of thiee years, told su power.
fully upon the men of His own generation, and the record of
which cven, as we have 1t the Gospels, has mightily in.
fluenced all the genemtions of men that have come and gone,
since he came and went § ~our great Master, Teacher, Sav.
wur, Apostle, Example.  OF all othets,

JESUS IS THE MODEDI MININTER,

and missionary of ** the Gospel of Peace.”  All that charac.
tetized the spueit and method of our Lord, i fulhithng the

followed. 1 must content myself with nouting two ot three
wants.  Certainly the prety of vur Lotd 1s worthy of owr
initation as uunisters, It aust be intated by us, if we
would become ** able ministers of the New Testament.” By
His ““ piety " I mean, that lifc of pursity and goodness wiuch
e led dunng Hhs earthily sujourn, chiefly dunny {hs afticial
life. The divine stde of 1ehgion and its {mm:\n side were 1in
full developsnt an the character and life of Jesus; they
were completely balanced too,  Perfect was He i goodness,
perfect in virtueatso. Devoutness marked His whole beatng
toward His Father, a puie, a kiand, and a loving ~pant way
e-ennnent i all Hhis intercourse with the cluldren of sen,

say *‘devoutness 3 ** for His hfe was a life of prayer ;3 and
to commence with His Father was Hishighest joy. Weate
told by the evangelists that e was often :uu; much alone
with Jlhi who had sent Hhim inte the world.  How near
and abuling was the itercourse which existed between the
Father and the dSon, may be gathered from those of Qur
Lotd's discousses winch have come down to us i the Gospebs:
That to Nicodemus, e, and that also spoken at Jacob's
well, to the woman of Samatia ; 1 both of which he betrays
a perfoct knowledge uf the Father's character and will, and
the closest identiication with the Father's putposes.  Fhen,
we have the discourse which He preached after the maracui-
ous feeding of the five thousand, a discoutse which yeveal
His intimate knowledge of heavenly things, as they bear
upon earthly things 3 and of the things of Gad, as they bea
upon the terests of man; a knowlalge which must be
{argely set down to the strength and neamness of

THAT IIOLY FELLOWSHIP

of which I have spoken.  Especially do we dJetect this one-
ness in that discourse i which, after the last supper, e
instructed **the Twelve” in **the deep things of God,* and
comfotted them, in view of His going away, by the promise
of the Holy Ghost ; chicfest of all, we arc made awaiz of it
by those marvellous intercessions which followed, in which
the mystcrious ongness existing between Himself who was
interceding and Him who was beinug addressed, is disclosed
with a clearness and certainity of statement which falls not
short of a ncw tevelation s it is, indeed, *'the wystery of
Godliness,™ made plain to human appreliension,  With how

reat self.denial Jesus worked thie works of Him that semt
flim,. how compleiely the zeal of His Father's house ate
him up, I necd ot say, It was [is life, His all of pleasure
to glonfy Iiis Father on carth, and to finish the wotk which
{ic had given Hun to do. A whole-heanted, unseliish con-
secration of His great and wondrous nature to God the
Father of glory, in the salvation of mankind, this— togsthet
with those qualiies which make up the human side of flis
moral character, kindness, meckness, gentleness, condescen-
sion, paticnee, tenderness, His love in a word, this is the
sensc of what 1 ventute to call the religious lifc of Jesus of
Nazarcth. How, and to what extent this life of consceration
and goodness, bore upon the success of His work none of us
can certainly explain.  The references to this difficult question
which are contained in our Lond's intercessory prayer, lead
us to infer that there did exist & link of connection between
His faithfulness to God the Father, and the successful estab-
lishment in

TUHR WORLD OF CHRISTIANITY

and the Church.  But ye followers of this supreme example
~—in the devoutness, the tenderness, the strength and the en.
durance of His picty ! Let our Cluistian pastors walk in
these steps of * the Chief She]l)h':rd," **the Shepherd antl
Bishop of souls.” Belicve me, Lrethren, no man amony us,
whatevet his talents or his learming, can baild up a worthy
and fruithsl ministerial character, save on the basis of a holy
personal cr. A man who would faithfully snd cffec.
tively minister the gospel in the Church of the living God,

mission of His Fathier, is worthy of being studied by we, and

|

mus, in orderto this, know the streagth and joy of sustalned
follawdhip with the Father and with 1is Son Jesus Chedst.
And how is this to be sccured 2 By an camest, constant,
personal study of the uracles of God, by mch private prayer,
and by a simple daily faith in Chelst 1 am crucltiod,  Jat
every wiuister lind time to be aluné with his God 3 after the
exampleof Jesus,  Fathful woik in the preparation of ser-
mons 1s important, so also 13 industry tn patochial nmllsas-
toral duty,  Piayer seetings and ntissiunary meetings, Hible
classes and classes for conununicants are admirable consti-
tuents in the machinery of a congregation 3 but they are
nothing, unless *i ey ate guided in their operation by holy
hawds, by devou, men, by men who set apant daily seasons
for communion with God.  Let us be somectimes *“alone 1
Isay! Noteven in the strects, or in the houses of our
people ; not spending all our time in public nieetings, in
church courts, at social entertaimnents.  Snatch from the
usy, ratthig howes of the day, one yuiet hour for talking
with Gud.  Somettnies there will be constraint upon you
lterally to fullow yow Lond, by selting apart a lonely night,

A MGIT OF 1101 Y CONVRRSP,

with the L ather of yuut spitis 3 a mght in wlich you will
phead wath Vam tor new strengedy, for quickening giace, b
supplics of that wisdom which He had promised to them
that ask, fur the semhing duwn of the Holy Gliost upon tath
yoursclves and {uur congtegations,  Doubt it not§ your
people will take knowledge of youf, in imitalton of Jesus,
you are wuch with God o prayer and comtmunion, 8t will
tell powerfully upon yous pulpntwork; your hearers wilt *uice

1t an your pubhic prayes and in your sernons 3 Al itwill be
felt also in the dischatge of your pastotal duties.  det then
your studics and all other” departiiients of your work, be
“sanctitied by the word of God and prayer.™  **1f we say that
we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we he,
and do not the wuth ; but of we walk in the light, as He s
in the hight, we have fellowship one with another (God and
we) and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
allsin,”  The modesty and meckness of Jesus, in the prose-
cutions of His mission, are also wotthy of Leing considered
and smtated by us who sustain the office of the Christian
ministiy.  He, the Creator of the ends of the earth, mingled
with-the people as one of themselves: not obtruding dHim-
sclf on their attention 3 not, as a tule, displaying the power
and majesty of Blis Godhead on a grand, commanding sealke
not introducing cither His most formal discourses or His
greatest nuracles with a floutish of trumpets 3 ot thus, 1
say, dul He fultil His great nussion. Calmness modified His
displays of power 3 bumility softencd the dignity of lis
beanng.  More often than otherwise, ths was the sl swall
voices  liis

THE SO1T AND JILENT 1READ,

e shail not stive nor ay, neithier shall any man hear
115 voice i the stivets”  There was no boasting, with the
view of prxducin the impression upon the people that e
was samme great one who had come into the andst of them. Not
even at Bethany, the scene of His greatest miracle 3 no, nor
when e mimaculously fed the §,000.  Quiet, unostenta.
tious, tdest was He. Concealment of power, rather than
display, charactesized the Son of Gud in all the work which
e undertouk and carried out in their behalf whom He came
tosave.  Drethien, concealinent of personal power, rather
than display, 1¢ the postion to which the example of jesus
potts as the tittest and the best for outaelves, No man who is
warthy of being called a man, much less a Christian, cver
boasts of what Lle ig, or what He can do 3 ever tries to call
attentton to himself as 2 man of extraordinary power; as a
man whose worth has bean under-rated, whme(lualitics have
bcen overlooked by the Chutch.  If men will do their best,
quietly, camnestly and without ostentation, in the sphete in
which they are, depend upon it they will soon rise to their
truc levdd,  The men who fret and fume after positions
which they have not sccured, ut which their vanity or am-
bition or both lead them to think lh‘:J' ought to have sccured,
are alimost sure to fall short of that advancement which they
Lave been so dilipently secking.  As a rule the men whosise
to places of prominence, are the men who do not strive, nor
cry, nor lift up their voice in the steets, as though they
were set aside and neglected, but the men who shiink from
responsibility,  ** When Jesus theselore perceived that they
would come and take Him by force, to make Him a Kiniz.
He departed again into a mountain Himself alone.” He
shiank from prominence, and preferred prayer, communion
with His Fal‘ncr. I commend these thoughts to my younger
brethren specially. Be sure that, in the long tun, the Church
anid the people will rate us

A1 OUR TRUE VALUE,

This ought to encourage you, that the least talented man in
the Church, by prayer, by communion with God, b{ dili-
gent study of the Scrptures, by faithfulness in pastoral duty,
and Ly a pure and single ainy, remembedug all the time that
he is lumself, can do for God and for man a great and last.
ing work. Such micn oftentimes outstrip in uscfulness, aye,
and 1a position too, men, who, with more ability and more
learning, fail, to 2 greater or a less extent, for want of simple,
carnest, sanctified purpose ; and because, through lack of
meckness and humnility, they have chenished a feeling of dis-
content with their position,  * Whosoever will be great
amongst you, let him be your minister ; and whosoever will
be chief among you Jet him be your servant,  Even as the
Son of Man came, not to be ministcred unto, but to minister,
and to give His lifc a ransom for many.” 2. The teaching
of our Lord—the substance and the manner of it—is also
worthy of being studied and followed by thé Christian min-
ister of to-day. Christ’s teaching was in harmony with that
monlly defective condition of hamanity, which led to His
being sent into the world by His Father,  1lis mission, as
to both His Father and Himself, was prompted by the uni-
versal sinfulness of mankind, and by the Divine desire and
urpose to save men from their sins. His teaching was
rnu:d upon three considerations : The fact of human sin;
the penalty of huwan geilt, and the purpose of God in te.
to human salvation. The existence of sin it man, and
sedanguinuhich it has placed man, must be deemed to
have been a controlling ve in all tha: Jesus spoks and



