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of David," by Rcv. Peter Thomison, M.A. The
second dcpartment comprises doctrinal study. jun-
inrs undergoîmîg examination in this departmcnt will
have to rttudy IlThîe Shorter Catechism," by Profès-
sor Salmond, D.D., questions 1.38. and bc prepared
to write ont correctly iii fülI the answver ta anyques-
tion in thxe first part, questions 1-53 inlcitnive. Sen-
iors in this departinent ivili bc rcquircd ta pass an
Sexaînination on thec first lîundred pages ai II"The
Shorter Cateciiisrn," by Alexander Whyte, O.D.,
and be prcpared ta irite ont corrcctly in fitîl atny
question in the Shorter Catechisixi. Thie tlîird
departmcnt of study is historical, and for this year
the subject on1 vhich competitors %will be examined
is "The 1-istory f thîe Ieformation," by Professor
Witlirow, and for seniors, "'The RZeformation," by
Professor Linîdsay, D.D., is prescribed. It is
(lesigned that iii tlîis departilient diffiècnt subjects
l*îîbracing Chutrcli 1 listory, Clitirch Governinenit, tbec
Sacrainctits, 1E'xperitnemtal Religion, Evidences of
Clrîstianity anîd Ilistory of Missions ivill be taken
np) Irom timne to tume. ]-*ssays farm thie one featture
ti the fourtlî departîîîeîît. The subjcct prescribcd
for tlîis year is l sracl ini the Time of Solomnot."

Thuose under twelve years of age, thîongh not
absolutely excludcd, are niot encouraged to appear
as caniîdates for examination. The juniors will
comprise aIl candidates under sixtectn years of age;
imtrmrdiate, over sixteenl and tunder twenty, anîd
seniors, those over twventy. Tlîough candidates arc
not imniitcd as ta the number afidepartinents iii wliicli
tlîcy can compete, it is wisely rccommended that
»tey confine theinselves tao oie or ait mfost tvo.
liey cati select for tlinselves the one in w~hicli

they desîre ta bcecxamincd. Thie essay is open to
juniors, interînediate and seiior campetitors. For
the two former iLs lengtli is limited ta 5,oooc words,
while the seniors cati enllarge ta 1,000 ords if su
disposcd. The cssays nust bc forwarded to the
Conventer not later titan February 28, i8po. Ail
young people desirous oi taking part in the wurk
prescribcd should comsult thîcir ministers and Sab-
bath schîool teachers, îwho %vill bc prepared ta give
ali the needcd couîîsel and information. The re-
port says :"lCanîdidates must enrol themselves by
handing to their respective ministers, on or before
Jaînary il î8gîo, their naines, ages on Mardli il

Sjo, and subject or snbjects ami whicli they propose
to present thenîselves. l'le mînister will tien
transmnit the application at once ta the correspond-
ing inember for bis 1Prcsbytery.»

This excellent scliemne is cordially commended ta
the attention of parents, but chîefly ta the young peo-
ple themselves, for whose benefit it lias been devised.
*Fhîey' should l~enu tirne in making up their mînds
to make thue best oi thîcir opportunities. Ini more
ways titan one it will afford tlîemî great benefit.
Spare tîîe that miglît have been wasted wili bc
filled in îitb useful. preparation, and thie study of
the snbjects they select will give them a clear insight
inta divine truthi of the utinost moment. As a dis-
cipline the course ai study will be valuable. It is
hoped tlîat nîany oi the Young people from one end
of the Dominfon ta the ather iill make up tlicir
iinis ta takze part in the first examination arranged
for ini the Schemc ai 1higher Religions Instruction.

TH17 OUTLOOK LIN FRANCE.

T HE elections in France were laaked fa'rward ta
with mnch interest by many besides the na-

tion most deeply coîîcerned in their results. In
French affairs a crisis hmid arisen. Several issues ai
great importance %vere ta be decided by the electors
at the polils. Thie fate ai the Republic was lianging
ini the balance. The question of war and peace %va;
ta a comsiderable extent involved. The formai ques-
tioni of revision af the Constitution wvas open for
sttlefinent, the influence ai Ultramontanisnî%was ta
a certain extent staked aoi thie event. and the career
of General Boulanger ivas ta be virtually determîned
by the ballot-box Though on account ai sol many
second ballottings being yet required, the definite
rcturns are at prescrit far from complete, ail doubt
is now removed as ta thie stability of the Republic.
France may be said ta hiave emphatically endorsed
lier present farm oi Government, and Repub-
licani institutions are safe. A stable gavernment,
iviatcver its ionm, is indispensable for a nation's
prsprty The wveakness ai France for the Iast

<hnrdyears bas been the lack ai a government
tlîat received thie pcople's confidence. This gave

r rie ta uncertainty, and aiforded encouragement ta
a succession ai adventurers wha aspired ta rule
France. The comparative success of the Third Re-
public lias receivcd a new demonstration by being
stistaned at the polils ini the face af the apposition it
lias liad ta cncounitersince General Boulan.ereimergcd
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as a prominent political figure. Its survival of recent
attacks lias increased its prestige, and although it f5
tire uncxpected that haIppCnS, cspedially i FraIîCe,
it kq reasoniable to Ilope that it, sfabiity ivill now l)e
better assurcd tdin it bas becrn sinitc its for mation.
The fact that it bias suicces.sftilly borne the strain tu
whicli it lias becil put will greatly strengthien the
hopes of its friends, draw tu its side the indifférent
an(d materially check the hostility of its opponients.
The thrifty peasantry and traders i cities and
towns arc averse to political change, anid titeir in-
fluence will now bc more firmly thaîn before direct-
ed to the maintenance of existing institutions. Thec
feeling is genieral in France and ont of it that tire
Reptiblic is safé.

1ILid the issue of tire 1reticli lections been dif-
férent froin vhat it is, we sbouild have Ilad a per-
plexing varicty of war rumotirs. A 1-ranico-Russiani
alliance mniglit have been fornied, whicbi, sbould it
occur, wold bc a formidable menace to the Triple
Alliance, wvhichi is suipposed to have considerable i-
fluence in tire maintenance of 1Entrop)etn îeace.
Tliat the elections in France have rcnidered ivar im-
possible wvould bc a too sanguine conclusion, and
one tîxat facts (10 îîot warrant, but there is little
dotibt that the triuimphi of Boutlanger wvould have
precipitate( tire conlict thiat so inany regard as i.
evitable. lEvents makze it plain that the mnass of the
French peuple are not so strongly bent on a war of
revengc as hias hecit so ofteiî asscrtcd of late. Their
prefèrence is for peace, rnot %%ar I1t lias beeni hinted
that a %var betvcin France and Gerniany-but
cspecially betvecinlratile *and I taly-%vould bc
ratlîer agrucable th.uîi othier%% ise at tire \aticani, bc-
cause initne turs-loîl thre lapac.y'niglit fisid an op-
portiinity of regaining its innich-covetcd temporal
sovereignity. The imnpression is genieral that papal
influence was oit tie side of the enemnies of the Re-
public, and this is borne ont by the fact that in-
mediately before tire electioti a member of the
1-renicl Cabinet i.,ned a ý;irctiLiï to the clergy for-
bidding tlîem to take part iii ic political conflict.
From tire result Ultramnontanisin cati only take cold
comfort. If priestly influence lias lost its haold on
rural France, Vatican liopes have reccived a rude
shock.

For years Generitl Boulanger and lits frieiîds have
been busy preparing the wvay for his advent to slip-
reme powver. E.very device known to indefattig7able
schemcrs lias been emnploycd. Thrce or four ycars
ago hiis praises werc sung by a skibsidizedl press, andi
even New York jounials opcnied their columns ta
etilogics of tire brave general. Inioofice and onit of
it he and his heterogcneous fiieîîds have tried every
scheme to kcep Ihlm befurcei puptilar gaze and ta
advance his initercsts. Thre end of bis advemturous
carcer, so far as lus desmgiîs ont supreme powver are
conccrnied bas come, and lie %vill cease ta bc féared
or caressed. Thle settin- ofhils star will îlot bcedceply
regrcetted anywvlere. I lis atlfectedl lieroismn lias beens0 tarnisbed thiat it is no longer respected. Moral
influence he neyer liad, and his sorry personality lias

*I fully exposed by tire recenit trial at wvhiclî lie
e. ..Jently declinied to bc preserit. Incoinpetent and
bruzen audacity may soietîes do niuch but it hias
:ts limits, and the mi on horsebaclc cati now betake
biimself to the obscurity lie ik best fitted to adorn.

If France avails herself of the apportunity now
afforded for advancing civil and religions liberty, shie
bias yet a hopeful future before lier.

LirirFL.'s Lrý1 îx. Aui. (Boston.: Littell &
Co.) -This periodicalpresemîts its readers every îveek
with the best and niast varie(l literature of tlîe
day.

Ouiz Ii'T _1FLKs ANDI> lîlE NuRSERV'.
(Boston : The Russell I>blsing Co.)-Thc monthly
advent of tlîis carefully conducted little magazin
brigbtens every ho me it enters. gzn

H.%iiERs 'OUNG PLoPui.î-1. (Newv York : Har-
per & Brothers.)-This rirst-class publication every
week supplies varied, instructive, and entertaining
reading matter, handsoincly illustrated, to the many
thousands who give it a cordial ivelcome.

TuE OLD TlESTAM.NENT STIUDErNT. (New York:
C. Venton Patterson Publishing Co.)-To ail stu-
dents of the Sacred Scriptures this ably conducted
montbly, specially devoted to Biblical learning, ivili
Prove instructive and valuable.

A GLINIPSE inta a Jesuit Novitiate is given ini
Bltzckwood's Mlagazine for September by one who
ivas for eight years closely corir ected with the' so-
ciety, and left it on friendly ternis, sa that no bias is
imported into the straigbtforîvard description given
of thie Jesuit training.

Si'. Nim..îî01,A. tNew York: Tlhe Cenitury Go.)
-This splendid monthly, specîally dcsigned for thie
instruction anîd entcrtaininent ai youthfmml readers,
keeps the higb place it lias jîistly clirsed for itseli.
Itb varied contents are snited ta différent tastes, but
iiothing that riglît feeling and a fastidions taste
conl(l abject ta ever fimîds a îplace iii its pages. Read -

imîg matter andl illustrations arc of tlîe best.
Tui, 1: I'TNiE. -t A nontll>revieîv of cur-

remt events, (¶anadtiaii amîd gelerail. (Toronto -Hun.-
ter, Rose & co.)--Tlitotîgh thie naine of the distin-
guîshcd writcr, who in tlhc perqoofai I ie By-
stander," -ives lus lnnhin(ins and( treticlant opinions
on current events, (lacs mot appear on thie title-page
or anywhierc cîst, in this reçuqcitated nonthly, aIl read-
ing Canadians wvchl kmiou that thie pusngetît farce andI
felicitous dictiomn flowv iroî thlen of aiGoldvin Smith.
\Vlîethîer the reader agrees îvitlh the opinions ex-
pressed or not he must perforce rcad aoi and will
growl or applaud cithier as lie agrees or coincides
witlb the distinguislied publicist's vieîvs. Thle Dy-
siander is certaini ta nîcet with a large ueasure af
snicccss.

SCîuîuyîEî'S MAGAZ.INE. (New Ycrk Charles
Scribner's Son.)-*Tlîe new mumber ai Scribner is
an tinusually attractive aole, as a bni reference ta
its principal icatures ivill shiow. Josephi Thomnipsoii
tells in a most intercsting :îîanmîer I l Iow 1 Crossed
Masai-Land." Several uriters inakec contributiomns
ta a paper on '- El'ectricity ini War." Other finely
illnstrate(l paliers arceIlA Su miner ini Iceland," by
Chiarles Spragne Smithi, of Columbia College, and
IlThe Lufe ai Benveîiuto Cellini," by Edward J.
Loveil. N. S. Schaler writes on IlThe Commnon
Roads,' and Donald D. Mitchell lias "lA Scattering
Shot at Some Ruralities," lîaving, amomig othier
thîings, reicrence ta thie presemît comndition ai iarm ile
in New England. Robert Louis Stevemîson's serial
fiction, the Il Master (if iallamtrac,' 18 camcludied tlîis
rnonth, and Hlarold F-ruderic's neiv stary, -Ini thie
Výalley," is comtinued. Short stories anid îoeins of
excellent quality fimic a place ini tle presemit
number.

Ti11E CE-N*ruiRy. (Newv York: The Cetitury Ca.)
-The October numnher oi tlîis standard illustrated
:nonthly completes thie nineteev thi >ear ai its pub-
lication. It hasmîade steady advancememut, and in
artistic excellence its illustrations are unnivalled. The
chuel papers ai the number are II in East Siberia
Silver Mimîeq," by George Ketinan- " Moliere aînd
Shiakspeare," by C. Coquelin, thue fiamons French
actor. IILincolni," by jolin G Nicolay and Jolin

-Iay, Lincoln'-, private -secretarieq. 1, italiail Old
Masters ;""Tlîrc e Jwish Kimigs, by Edîvard L.
Wilson. "'The Pretty Girls in tlîc XWest; " Maria
Mitchell 's Remi nîscenceq ai thie H ersclîel ls." Ed.(uca-
tional subjects are ably discnssed by varions ex.
perts. JocI Chandler'% IlTlîe Old Bascomr Place," is
comcuded. Yonng E. Allîson, Maurice Thionpson
and George W. Gable contribute characteristic short
stories, and several poets oifcdistinctioni are amomig
the contributors tathe nuiber. Topicsofaixe Tîmne,
Open Letters, etc., appear as usual.

111E ATLANTIC MONTImîîx. (Bostomi: FHaugli-
ton, Mifflin' & Co.)-Tlie .. tl/ài, _11.MutIz/y for Oc-
tober opens withi a generous instalmnent ai Mr. Byn-
ner's serial, "The Begnm's Datighter." "A Non-
Combatatît's War Reminiscences," byJ. R. Kendrick,
cantains fresh statements with regard ta the social
and political condition of Soutli Caroina before and
during the war, and many incidents ai peculiar in-
terest. Another ai Mr. Fiske's exceedingly valuable
and readable papers on thie perîod ai the Americaiî
Revohution is devated ta, the '«The Monmouth and
Newport Campaigns." William Cranstomi Lawtomî
contributes an article an «' The Closing Scenes ai the
Iliad." A valuable article is an accouint of IlThue
Gavernmnent and its Creditars," by Mr. Heniry Loomnis
Nelson. Agnes Repplier, in an article entitled
"IFiction in the Pulpit," takes strang exception ta
thée theory that a novel shouhd bc in any respect
didactic or have any moral purpose. A paper which
jnst naw will be read îvith great interest by t large
circle of readers is one upon the late Presiderti, Waol-
sey, by Prof. J. H-. Thayer, ai Harvard. It is an
admirable description ai a thorougbly admirable
imaai. The short stary of the number is a negro tale
entithed IlDave's Neckliss," a harrowing narrative ai
slavery times, by C harles IV. Chesnutt. Sophia Kirk
contributes a paper on " Prismatics," which discusses
colour and paetry. L. D. Morgan writes ai
"Ladies and Learning," with reference ta the old
idea entertained cancerning the education ai women
and the much broader and truer ideas which now
prevail. There are three poems in the number, re-
views ai sanie important mew books, and the usual
variety in the Contributors' Club.


