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TO THE READERS 0F IlTHE
PRESB YTERZAN".)

T HP, commencement of a new volume of THIE
PRESBYTERIAN presents a fitting opportunity

for saying a few f~ords to its readers more directly
personal than are generally indulged in. In the ninth
year, as it is, of its existence, THE PRESBYTERIAN
1xnay very fairly be«regarded as fully established , while
its record during the whole term of its existence bas
been such that every one connected witb its produc-
tion and publication can look back upon it with a
large amount of satisfaction and thankfulness. No
'nfalibiity bas been claimed for its utterances, and
n'othing ike absolute perfection for its contents. It
% ery.likely has sometimes said what might have been.
f: ,tter left unsaid. It is more than possible that not a
ew things have been omnitted wbich ought to have
I'ad special attention and prominence. But with all
its imperfections and shortcomings, of which none
can have been more aware than its conductors, it bas
honestly sought to serve the Cburch, and the in-
creasing support whicb from year to year it bas re-
ceived bas sbewn very clearly that it bas flot done tbis
in vain. It is not necessary to do more than 'merely
refer in passing -to its early struggles,and to tbe various
discouraging circumstances with wbich it had to con-
tend. These struggles were sometimes very severe,
and the discouragernents cannected witb them suffi-
riently numerous and depressing. Tbey have, how-
ever, been successfuhly passed tbrough, and to-day
T7HE PRÊSBYTERIAN stands upon a firmer basis, and
occupies a more influential position in the country,
than ever it did before. Wise and con siderate friends
have helped it not a little in many ways. By their
active sympathy, their considerate forbearance, their
prudent counsel, their hearty commendation, their
vigorous and apprôpriate literary contributions, and
surely without any seeming impropriety it may, in
this connection, be added, by their heartfelt prayers,
they have aften hetd up hands that somietirnes wère

ready to bang dlown in weariness, and have very
effectually and timeously brought renewed strengtb
when difficulties were most numerous and most
formidable. It is Bot necessary, and, in the circum-
stances, would not be becoming, to dwell upon what
migbt bave been, had the sympathy been more gen-
eral and the practical support more rapid and more
widely extended. Everyone knows that the Presby-
terians of Canada will support neither newspaper nor
magazine simply as a matter of cbarity. It is well
that this is the case, and therefore the slow, yet steady
and uninterrupted, progress of THE PRESBYTERIAN,
in the circunistances, bas been at once a certificate to
its worth, and an encouragement and stimulus to its
improvement. That its progress henceforward will be
increasingly rapid, is confidently anticipated, and
certainly no pains or expense will be spared to make
it more than ever worthy of finding a place in every
Presbyterian home, flot only of our own Province but
of the wbole Dominion.

That Christians have Bot sufficiently availed them-
selves of the periodical Press in prosecutingtheir work
Qf faitb and labourof love for thegreat Master, and for
the cause that is by way of eminence " good,» is now
generally acknowledged. Mucb, no doubt, bas in this
way been accomplisbed, but not nearly 50 mucb as
might long ere this bave been acbieved bad more of
God's people been wise to discern the signs of the
times and ta employ witb appropriate energy tbe in-
strumentaiity whicb bas been lying 50 conveniently
and sa invitingly ta their bands. Wihl all the readers
of THE PRESBYTERIAN kindly and impartially con-
sider whetber or Bot tbey bave been doing their duty
in this respect, and will those also whoare not among
its readers, but to wbom these words may Come, do
the same ? If the influence of tbis publication is bene-
ficial, wby not extend it ? If individuals bave been
thereby bel ped to "bhigber tbings," why not recomnîend
it ta others ? And if it bas been recognized, as it bas
been by many, as a useful and efficient medium of
communication between tbe members of the Presby-
terian Church all over Canada, why not take some
trouble ta make it more effectually serve this very
necessary and important end ?

In many parts of the Cburch it is to be regretted
tbat THE PRESBYTERIAN is stili ail but unknown.
Are the cangregations wbere this is the case prasper-
ing the better on that accaunt ? It is to'be more than
doubted if they are prospering nearly 50 well. It is
neither asked nor expected that ministers or eiders
should act as canvassing agents, but if ahi of these
were henceforth ta give the kindly word and the
cordial commendation wbicb some bave been giving
ail tbese eigbt years and more,the resuits would be as
gratifying as tbey would be beneficial.

Will the readers of THE PRESBYTERIAN permit the
present editor ta say one or two words more directiy
personai? Beginning, as with this number we do, the
second year of aur connection witb the paper, we
cannot but gratefully recail the many kind and en-
cauragiiig words whicb, during these past months, we
have received from many upon whomn we Nd Bo
possible dlaim, and ta whom, in many cases, we were
aitogether personally unknown. If the intercaurse
maintained from week ta week bas been haîf as
pleasant ta the readers as it bas been ta the editor,
then it bas been pleasant indeed, and profitable let us
hope as well. Ta say tbat we bave macle THE PRES-
BYTERIAN ail that, even according ta aur own ideal, it
ougbt ta be, would be as absurd as it would be offen-
sive. None can feel mare keenly than we do tbe
varied imperfections and sbortcomings in aur work.
But at tbe same time let us add, these shortcomingsi
bave been the result neitber of a want of interest nor
a lack of labour. The more, let us repeat, the circu-j
lation is extended the mare the means for bath im-
proving the character and increasing the contents of
THE PRESBYTERIAN will be put within aur reacb and
turned, we hope, ta good account.

appear exactly as they are sent, but free and full dis-
cussion is what we like, and fair play what in ail cases
we seek to render.

We have often been asked to publish some of the
sermons of the more celebrated preachers in the
UJnited States and Bri'tain. In this matter,' however,
we prefer as far as possible to cultivate our home field.
We have abundance of talent in the Presbyterian
Church in Canada to far more than supply ail the ser-
mons which THE PRESBYTERIAN can, with proprietyo
publish in the course of the year, and we fully expect
that in the future that supply will be both abundant
and appropriate.

We continue our labours on THE PRESBYTERIAN
with ever increasing interest and pleasure. That we
have displeased some, though most unintentionally, and
disappointed many, we can well believe. If, however,
in even'the humblest way we have helped forward the
cause of truth and righteousness in this new land, and
have te any, even the smallest, extent contributed to
the ccnsolidation and extension of our beloved Pres-
byterian Church, and of Christ's cause through it, we
shail be abundantly satisfled. Under God it lies far
more with the ministers and members of the Church
than with us to determine, both by their contributions
and commendations, how far in the future THE PRES-
BYTERIAN shail be increasingly made an instrument
for good. That it has been so in the past, we know.
That it shall be so in the future, and that to an ever
growing extent, we sincerely hope. That so soon as
it ceases to be this, it shaîl cease to exist, is what al
connected with its production most honestly desire, and
will most resolutely execute.

DOGMA ? OR DOCTRINE ? WHICHI OR
WHA T.?IT is curious to notice how a very considerable num-

ber of persons who lay dlaim to the possession of
a more than usually large amount of that undefinable
something which they se fondlingly cal"Ibreadth 'l as
well as of a corresponding quantity of "Iculture"I and
calmness, become very speedily excited, den nciatory
and insolent whenever they think or speak o! certain
statements of supposed fact, or when the slightest ref-
erence is made, either by themselves or others, to
certain opinions which they are pleased in their wis-
dom, to calIInarrow," or to denounce as IIdogmatic."
Like the cynic with Plato's pride, they trample upon
poor "Idogma"I with greater IIdogmatism," and de-
nounce the so-called positive and declared to be un-
supported assertions of others, in statements which
they themselves do not even pretend to.say have any
other backing than their own self-evolved ideas in ref-
erence to the eternal. fitness of things as this ought to
be whether it really is so or the reverse. CiDogma,»
it seems, is something very naughty, and if these gen-
tlemen are only ailowed to give their own definition
of what it is, and to settle authoritatively what is te be
so characterized, the whole is very plain sailing, and
the result eminently satisfactory. 0f course it is to be
always taken for granted that what these wise men do
not know is unknowable and what they do not under-
stand is certainly meaningless jargon. 0f late there
has been a more than usual amount of this wild and
foolish talk indulged in by men who while very wise,
even to the confines of infallibility in their own estima-
tion, have neyer given any such proof of being pos-
sessed either of that adequate aniount of varied learn-
ing or of that' clear and independent power of tbought
and expression whicb might lead the generality of
their neighbours to attach any importance to auglit
they migbt either do or say.

As a specimen'of what we refer to, and one wbich
may well be quoted because it is, we had almost said,
of course, specially arrogant and specially absurd,
we give the following from the IIBystand er,"» for No-
vember : I"Principal Caven says we must have dogma.
We hope the distinguished theologian means doc-
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