196 Memoir of the Rev. John Wesley, 4. M.

individuals.  On hisreturn 1o England, he pursued his usual routine of
travelling, visiting the societies, preaching, &e. ¥rom Dec. to Feb. 1747
we find him busily employed in London: in March we follow him from
Plymouth to Bristol—thence. in April to Maunchester, Holyhead and
Dablin, on his way to visit the Irish Socicties; after which in July, we
find him in Mancliester and Bolion ; in August and September, at the
Norman Islands; on November 4th at Londou, after preaching to many
congregations in Cornwall; on the 9th at Nottinghaw; and in the latter
end of the month again in London, where on 9th December he says |
went down at half an hour past five, butfound no Preacher in the Chapel,
though we had three or four in the house: so I preached myself. Afterwards
enquiring why none of my family attended the moruing preaching, they
said it was because they sat up 100 late. 1 resolved to put a stop to this
and therefore ordered, that, 1. Every onc under my roofshould go 1o bed
at nine: that 2. Every one might attend the morning preaching: and so
they have done ever since.

Such were the labours of Mr. Wesley i the eighty-fifth year of his
age, exhibiting a singular instance of natural strength, sustained, doubt-
less, by the special blessing of God; and of an entire consecration of
time to the service of mankind, of which no similar example is probably
on record. The vigour of his mind at this age was not less remarkable.
nor the buoyant cheerfulness of his spirit. Nothing of the old man of
unrenewced nature appeaved; no foreboutngs of evil, no queralous cem-
parisons of the present with the past:—but the same delight in the beau-
tics of nature; the same enjoyent of couversation, provided it had the
two qualities of uscfulness and brevity; the same joy in hopeful appear-
ances of goord; and the same tact at turning the edge of little discomforts
and disappointments by the power of an undisturbed equunimity.  Above
all was exhibited the maun of one business, living ouly to serve God, and
his generation, “instant in scason and out of scason,” scriously intent not
upon doing so avcu duty, but upon saving souls, and preaching, cen-
versing, and writing for this end alone. And that he had not hived in
vain, evidence was accumulating on all hands:—in his Journal of 17335,
March 24, he observes,~—I was now considering how strangely the grain
of mustard seed, planted about fifiy ycars ago, had grown up. It has
spread through all Great Britain, and Ircland, the Isle of Wight, and the
Isle of Man; then to America, through the whole continent, into Canada,
the L.eeward Islands, and Newfoundland. And the Societies, in all these
parts, walk by onc rule, knowing that religion isin holy tempers, and
striving to worship God, not in form only, butlikewise in truth.”

On March 29th, 1788 Mr. Charles Wesley dicd, in the seventy-ninth
vear of his age. To him the Methodisis are indebted for the numerous
and invaluable hymns Le composed for their use®.

*\Mr. Watson observes that, < For the epiritual advantages which the Methodits

have derined fron: lus westunable bymus, wlich ace in constant use in thew congre-

ations, as well a3 for fus carly labours, the memory of Ms. Chasles Wesley indeed,
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