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this country,—but if it be an error of judgment to expect
great things of young countries, as of young people who are
richly endowed by nature, and generously nurtured, then it
is an error I never hope to amend. (Cheers.) And here
let me say, that it is for the young men of all fhe provinces
we who labor to bring about the Confederation are especially
working ; it is to give them a country wide enough and
diversified encugh to content them all, that we labor; it is
to erect a standard worthy to engage their affections and
ambition ; it is to frame & system which shall blend the
best principles with the best manners, which shell intuse
the spirit of honor into the pursuit of politics, that we have
striven—and who can be more interested for our success
than the young men. of the Provinces, who are to carry on
the country into another century? (Cheers.)

We in our time, hope to do our duty; not only in
“lengthening the cords and strengthening the stakes”
of our constitutional system, with a view to that future,
but in guarding jealousy in the perilous present, the
honour and integrity of this province. I may say to
you here, on the Eastern frontier, that the Government
of the day are fully infcrmed of all the machinations that
bave been set on foot, within and without our borders, to
drive, or attempt, or trick Canada, out of that straightfor-
ward neutrality commanded by the Queen’s Proclamation
four years agn. So far, we have been enabled to maintain
that neutrality in the letter, as well as in the spirit, and I
trust we may be equally successful in doing so, 8o long as
R it may be required. (Cheers) I am well convinced there
g is no Canadian who would wish his Government to make
| any base compliance—to overdo or overstrain any legal
g obligation—in order to buy for us the inestimable boon of
8 peace; but I am equally convinced, and you will agree with
B mo I feel confident, that all that canbe done by way of pre-
B vention, however onerous or costly it may he to us a pro-
& vince, ought to be done to maintain friendly relations with
% our neighbors, so far as they will enable us to do so. The
Bl rest depends on them,—on the fairness of their statesmen




