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as great as it was fiftcen or twenty years ago, and consequently the
amount of capital invested not ns large. It is difficult to obtuin very
relinble statistics respecting the French fisheries, but I have been able
to ascertain from reliable sources that the bouuties paid by Frauce,
during the nine years from 1841 to 1850 inclusive, for the codfishery
-alone. amounted to the nunual average of 3,900,000 francs. The
present value of the annual cateh varies from §3,000,000 to 84,000,000
in rouud numbers.

The Amcricans have always eagerly participated in the Fisheries,
By the Couvention of 1818, they were given the right of fishing on
the coasts of Newfoundland, Labrador, aud the IMagdalen Islands,
but they were expressly precluded fromn taking or curing fish within
threo milcs of the coasts, bays aud harbours of the other provinces,
When the Reciprocity Treaty cane into foree, the Convention of 1818
went into abeyance, but now that treaty has been repealed, und the
Americans are restricted within the limits first mentivned. We tried
the cxperinent of imposing & tonnege duty on American vessels usinr
our fishing grounds, but the tux was so systemtically evaded that the
Goverument of the Dominion hias very properly determiued te pro-
tect our fisheries from the encroachments of all foreigners. ‘The im-
ortance of the fisheries to the Americans may be estimated from the
fact thai the valuc of the cod and mackerel caught in our waters,
during a good season, has been put down at upwards of $12,000,000,
but that is an American estimate and probably below the truth. It is
our mackerel fisheries, however, that they chicly value, and in fact
cannot do without. It will therefore be seen what an importaut agent
the Dominion holds in its hauds, for the purpose of briuging the
Americans to agree to some liberal treaty of commerce, in place of
their present vestrictive and absurd policy towards us.

Itis not easy to arrive at the exact value of the fish caught in the
waters of British America, but the following figures, which we give
by that careful statistician, Mr. Arthur Harvey, in the * Year Book ¥
for 1868, may be counsidered a3 approximating to the truth:

Nova SCOtiyecsceascsesorssosarsosscsessass $3,478,000
New Brunswick,ceeesescocoscsccsacccsecass 867,000
ODtaTi0 e sevessnsossea’sorcscrscesssasssass 1,017,000
Quebee, (inclusive of salmon fisheries),..ccc.... 901,000
Newfoundland, (seal fishery included),........ 4,140,000
P.E Island,cccoveessvscsssoccsscsanceanes 134,000

——

Total for British America,eeeecoes....810,837,000

The actual value of the fish caught at present may be considered as
exceeding the foregoing estimate ; and the total value of our fisheries
may be given as follows :—

British Provinees,« coeeesecesccssscscns e $12,000,600
United Sta1e8,c cveocecscarrsesassesrasrneess 16,000,000
Francey. ceseescieosoresseicsscssceccecsscss 4,000,000

$52,000,000




