
TUE MARITIME F2NTERPRIdE OF~ IJRITISJI AMEILICA. ;

as grcnt as it, was fiftccn or twenty ycars ago, and conscquently thm4
amolifit of' capital1 iinvested flot as large. It is difficult to obtitin vcry
reliable 8tatistica respcctiug the French fisierica, but 1 hiavo beu able
te ascertaiu from reliable sources titat the bouuties paid by France,
during the niine ycari front 1841 to 1850O inclusive, for the todfiabery
*aloiic. ainotuted to the auiil average of 3,900,000 francs. 'IThe
present value of tic annual catch varies trom $3,000,000 to 84,000,000
in roitud itumbers.

Trhe Amcricans have always cagerly participateid in the Fibiscriiet§.
13y tie Convention ot 1818, they were given the riglit of fishin g on
the coasts of' Newfoundlaud, Labrador, and the Il[agatleil lalautie,
but they were expre8sly prcluded froin taking or curing fiqlt within
threo miles of the coasts, baya andi harbours of the other provinces,
Wheu tie Reciprocity Treaty came ite forte, the Convention of 1818
went into abcyane, but now that treaty lias bicen repcaled, and the
Americans are restricted withîin, the limits first mentiuneti. WVe trieti
the experinent, of iinposinog a tonnage duty on Amuerican vessels u8zn,'
our flslig grountis, but the tax %vas so systemtically evadcd that the
Goverament of the Domiuion lias very properly detcrmiued to pro-
tect our fishacricas from the encroaclîments of ail foreigners. Tho im-
portance of the fililîries to the Americans may bie estimateti trom the
fact thal. the value of tlie coti andi maekerel caught ini our waters.
during a goti season, has been put down at upwards of $12,000,000,
but that is an American estimate and probably below tbo truth. It is
our mackerel t1sheries, howevcr, that they chicfly value, and in fact
cannet do without. It will therel'ere be seen what an inportaut agent
the Dominion holds i its banda, for the purpose of briiiging the
Americans to agree to some liberal treaty of commerce, in place of
tbeir present restrictive andi absurd policy towards us.

It is not easy to arrive at tho ex~act value of the fiait cau-lit in the
waters of British Amecrica, but the following figures, wbich we give
by thuat careful 8tatisticiau, Mr. Arthunr Hlarvey, i the -'Ycar Book
for 1868, may be cousidereti asï approximiiting to tlîe trnth:

Nova Scotia,............................8$3,478,000
New Brunswvick, .......................... 867,000
Ontario,................................. 1,017,000
Quebece, (inclusive of salmon fisheries),..........901,000
.Newfoundlaud, (seal flshery includeti),... .... .. 4,440,000
P. B. Island, .......................... * 134,000

Total for British America,...........810,837,000
The actual value of the fish caughit at present rnay be considereti a

exceeding the foregoin.- estimate; andi the total value of our fisherieii
nîay be given as follows:

British 'Provinces,........................ $12,000,000
United States,........................... 16,000,000
France....................................... 4,000,000

$32,000,00a


