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Cnununications.

S N N R N e O R A A A A e D

BUZZ-A-BUZEZ.

I bave been much amused by the buz-
zing of your * Swampville” correspon-
dent, and if I dared swamp your paper
with all the buzzing I could buzz about
the busy.buzzing Bee, I could a tale
uufold that would be likely to briig your
aunxious enguirer out of the fog that seeins
to surround his dwelling in a swamp.
Buy, though 1 am as willing a8~ may bes
to give him all the information ho asks
for, and more too, still I am iuclined to
think he might ns well be left to the old
fog or fogay advice be received, and so
let his iutelligent neighbour, the Doctor,
have all the sweets to himself. I will,
hiowever, have this much compassion on
his ignorunce as to the question—*To
Bee or not to Beo "—as to give him a
little insight into what & hive or two of
Bees kave done for me this last season.

1 had three hives brought 1o me this
spring, to keep upen shares, and when
the owner and myself came to divide the
increase, my share, (according to our
valuation), came to fifteen dollars worth
of DBees and honey, and to prove that we
were not over-estimating the value, I may
tell Mr. Buzzbee C. that I paid my
friend, the owner of the old hives, six dol-
lars for one of his shares of the new
swarmsg, and offered him four more for
another, which he declined, I afterwards
offering him five dollurs for it, on con-
dition of hiy leaving it with me and giv-
ing me time to pay in. One of the hives
belonging to my share coutained over
forty pounds of wax, houey and bees,
over and above the weight of hive and
bees when first swarmed, and what is
more, my share, which, on division of
profits, wus ouly fitteen dollars worth,
increased before the season was over up
to “twenty-iwo aud a half dollars.” I
pity the poor widow who was induced by
this inhabitant of Swampville, to part
with what might—with proper mar «e-
ment—have enabled her in time to nave
turned the tables on Mr. Buzzbee C. by
offering to pay him for all lvss he might
prove caused by her bees, and give him
honey enough for lmself and famiry for
the winter,

And now, Mr. Editor, let me take this
opportanity of sending a word to bis in-
telligent neighbour, the Doctor, and that
is, if he does not take in the * Canada
Farmer” or the * Bee-keeper's Journal,”
let him form ope of 2 club I am getting

Discellanceus.
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ADDRESS ON AGRICULTURE,

Read by Israel Longworth, Member of the
Board of Agriculture for Colchester, befure
the Quarterly Meeting of the Onslow Agri-
cultural Society, at the Parade School House,
Cenlral Onslow, Wednesday,September, 18th,
1872, Major William Blair, President of
the Society, in the Chair.—~DPublished by the
Speciul Request of the Society.

In comiug hither to make a few observations
on Agriculture, and taking a view, by the way,
of your beautiful marsh innds, well cultivated
u fnmls. neat cottages and commodious barns,
Tinvoluntarily contrasted in my mind’s eye the
precent Agricultural position of Onslow with
the past, and the change for the better scemed
so great that I felt I could not better express
myself, in relation to it, than by adopting the
language the founder of a great religious body

ave utterance to, in reviewing the work of
\is life, when the sands of his glass had nearly
run out: ¢ What hath God wrought ?”

_On the 26th of July, 1750, a grant of this
Township passed the Governor and Council
of Nova Scotia to Daniel Knowlton, Joseph
Scott and their associates of the Massachusetts
Bay—fity-four in all.  Fifty-two fumilics set-
tled under this grant towards the end of May,
1761. Government furnished the settlers that
year with provisions, and sced for planting
and sowing. The season, nnlike the present,
was one of severe drought, followed by a
heavy frost early in the autumn, both of
which proved so injurious to the crops that
the next year the settlers wer6 even more de-
pendent on public aid than the first.  Many
difficultics, of which we know nothing, were
experienced by them and it has come down to
us by tradition, and is also attested by public
documents extant, that in a few instances
some suffered so intensely for want of food
the second year of the settlement, that they
were obliged to remove potatoes from the
ground, to eat, soon after lpl:mting, and as
might be expected, this style of farming re-
sulted in death by starvation to a good many
the following winter.

In the interval your forestshave been ent
down, and the best lands broken up, and
put in a high'state of cultivation; the largest
trees of the woods have made timbers for
many a fine vessel which proudly took the
wave off launchways at the foot ofthe upland
near by, a place where vessels are no more
built, but where now is to be seen the finest
of bay land, reclaimed from the Bay. This
change, while it indicates & dying out of the
maritime spirit which thefirst settlers brought
with them from the Massachusetts Bay, is
nevertheless one of a pleasing character, and
gocs a long way to prove that the people of
Onslow—really o farming district—have be-
come what nature designed them to be—far
mers.

But for the days of Auld Lung Syne let not
the present yace of farmers take too much
credit to-ihemselves for the wonderful change

that has taken place in the agricultural as-
ect of the "Lownship since its settlement.  In
ocking at tho wide belt of marsh lnnd which
separates your upland from the Bay, which
no doubt has tuken raany years of hard and
constant lnbor on the part of many persons in
brushing and dyking to recluim, the beholder
cannot but belivve that it the first settlershad
nothing to do in saking this land, their im-
mediate descondants had, and that however
much the fariners of to-day may plume them-
selves over those of the past on their higher
style of farming, they cannot but admit that
they owe much to their hard-working fore-
fathers, and that in an agricultural pont of
view, * thers wero giants in those days.”

It was not with a view of telling you any-
thing novel nbout farming, that I consented to
adr'~ess your Society, for I do not profess
scientitic knowledge of the subject, or such an
acquaintance with many branches of scienco
that bear upon it as the late Dr. Forrester
possessed, that would enable me to present it
to you in a pleasing light, and IThope yon will
not consider me vain cnough to put my farm-
ing experience in the seales in opposition to
that of these I have the honor to address. The
only maotive that induced me to consent to ad-
dress this meeting, is a faint hope I ontertain
that my remarks may occasion some to think
better of their calling than they bave cver
done. and induce the younger portion of the
audience to follow the plough in their native
land and devote their best energies in raising so
important an occupation from—wbat so wany
consider it—mere drugery to an important
science. .

In my lunited knowledge of human aflairs,
I know of no calling more healthful, more
honorable, or more manly, than the pursuit of
agricnlture.

What can yon do, what can I do, to elevate
our calling ? It is highly important that we
should do all in our power to advance agricul-
ture, us it has been well remarked that'it lies
1t the foundation of national greatness. The
history of mankind from the «atliest ages to
the present time is replete wit™ the import-
ance of agriculture to a natiot’s prosperity.
No nation ever prospered long on a barren
waste, nor has any nation survived the shock
of warfare that has depended solely on come
merce or manufactures. These have always
been supplementary to agriculture. Babylon,
Nineveh, and the dwellers on the Nile, stand
out prominently in history, and it is because
they were settled on the richest spots on the
surface of the grlobe. The waters of the Nile
brought from the interior of Africa manumat
substances of the richest value and spread
them broadeast upon its hanks during its an-
nual overflow, and here the Pharaohs lived
and reigned and knew no superiors.  Agri-
culture was everything to them. Carthage,
which depended on comnerce, entirely, el
after being a rival to Rome, and never rose
again. ‘

Rome, at one time the mistress of the world,
was made up largely of a miserable popula-
tion till agriculture veceived the importance
it demanded, and then she flourished, and
united commerce and agriculture, which gave
her arin a power that conquered the world.

In modern times we find England at first
subjected to famines, but afterwards as she in-
creased her agricultural products, she also
strengthened and lenghtened out her arms all
over the world.

i wish I could add something about our own
agricultural greatness. The common echool



