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ANNUAL REPORT OF THI CEN-
TRAL BOARD OF AGRICUIL-
TURYE, FOR THE YEAR, 1877.

To the How. the 1’1.tov1.\'cx.u. Stcrerany,
Halifux:

T have tho honor herewith to submit,
for the information of liis Ionor the
Licut.-Governor and the Legislature, the
Annual Report of the preceedings of the
Central Board of Agriculfure for the year
1877, together with the Treasurer’s Ac-
count of Income and Ixpenditure, for
which vouchers are also submitted.

A tabular statement, shewing the mem-
Bership, total paid up subscriptious of)
and Government Grant apportioned to,
cach society in the Province, is appended ;
and an abstruet of the Annunal Reports of
the several Socicties, including their
accounts, is also furnished.

The cowparative usefulness of cach
Society, in the careful and judicious
management and expendidutuve of its
funds, and the benelits conferred by it on
the Agriculture of its district, can thus
Ve readily ascertained.  The County and
District Societies in operation under the
Act for the Incouragement of Agricul
ture, and thereby entitled to participate
in the Legislative Grant for the year
1877, are T4 in number, the paying mem-
bers are 4144, and total amount of sub-
geriptions sctually paid (as shewn in the
attested returns) $4860, the total amounnt
of grants in aid being §6292.50. 1t will
Le seen that the mwunbexr of Secieties has
actually doubled .in the cowse of 14
years, o very satisfactory proof that inter-
est in agrienltural improvement is reach-
ing the more remote localitivs, as new
Societies are, as a rule, organized in
neighbourhcods beyond the bounds of
the older Soueieties in the more highly
cultivated districts.  "Chis will explain
the additional elaims for the Government
Grant, as hitherto unappropriated County
Grants are now being claimed. At the
sae time it is with xegret that the Board
uotice that the efiect of hawd times is to
be seen in the rveduction of membership
aud of subscriptions in many of the elder
Societics 3 this is the more to bo regretted,
as, during these times of extree business
depression, 1t is to the farming communi-
ty that the country must aml does lovk
to find employment and furnish a living
for the mass of its inhabitants, and it
would have been more satisticlory to
have recorded an incresse of membership
in Societies as pointing out an increase
of zeal in the agricultural community.

Whilst on the subject of the nuwubers
and membership of Socicties, the Board
feel it to be their duty to point out that
by Provincial Statute the sum allotled
10 the Societies of cach. County is 3400,
and, as the several Couniies ave, as <}

ready meutioned, now climing neavly
the full amounts to which they ave en-
titled, the amount requived to meet this
grant is thus $7200.  Hitherto the Ml
amounts bave not been called for, as the
conditions of the Statute have not in
wevery case been complied with, and $6000
has sufliced, but, as pointed out, the
amount climed under the Statafo for
the yena 1877, is $6292.50, whilst
through some wisapprehension theamount
placed in the estimates for this purposo
was only $4000, leaving a deficiency of
S$2292.50 ; this amount being fixed by
Statute must, of eourse, be supplied.

The Statutory Grant to the Socities
is very clearly Jaid down, and the grant,
in aid, not to exceed $S400 to each
County, is so small that it will not bear
reduetion  withowt  seriously  injuring
the interest it aims ut fostexing; the
Board, therefore, respectfully urge that
due provision bo made to meet this
charge.

The Socicties are graduasly but steadily
acquiring a more definite idea of the work
devolving upon them ; their members
recognize the imperative nceessity that
exists for improving stock, and Agricul-
tural operations generally, and it is only
through association as Socictics that our
farmers can practically hope to obtain
these ends ; to take any steps, such as
reducing the Legislative Grant in aid,
would be o most illadvised step, and
would work serious injury to the wholo
conumunity by discouraging the farmers
on the path of progress on which they
have entered..

The Sccond Annual Provincial Bxhi-
bition was hield at Kentville in Qctober,
1877.  The Repost of the Iixbhibition
Committee, and the Prize List, are also
appended, from which it will he seen
that there was a remakably full and
satisfactory exhibit of the Agdeultural
productions of vur Provinee, indicating
napid advancement, espeeially in Lhe im-
provement of live stock.

The maked success that has attended
these Annual Zxhibitions shews the wis-
dom of the policy cuunciated by the
Legislature in their establishment,  The
intevest excited by one Aneual Exhibi-
tion continues ununpaired till the next,
and the almosy surprising increase in
thoroughibred stock, and in the improve-
ment of other eslnbits, shew the wonder-
ful efiect that a healthy emulation and
rivairy have prequced amongst our far-
mers, inducing men of spinit, capacity,
aned means, to turn their attention to
farming, as a profession which afiornds
scope for fame as well as foriunc.

*

'he Board feel satisfied that the Legis-
lative grant of $4000 for the Annual
Exhibitton Prize Fund brings in a ten-
fold return in the value it has added to
the agricultural property of the Frovince.

Owing to an Order in Council issued by
the Dominion Governmens, the Board
wers wnable to take any action for
an importation of cattle, &e., Hrom Xng-
land ; and, in any ease, it would have
been impracticable to do sv, as bo funds
were provided lor the purpose, and the
deficiency in the stock-farm fuund was not
made up ab the last session of the Legis-
Jature.  The wants of Soeieties havae to
a large extent been met by the thorough-
bred stoek breeders in our own Provinee,
but, as it is most important "to give opr
herds a high character, thus giving our
breeders o nnarkot beyond the limits of
the Provinee, the Board profer importing
entirely fresh cattle from England, in-
stead of purchasing animals of strins of
blood already eommon 3n the neighbour-
ing Provinees or States,  Should the
restrictions on importation from Lngland
be removed, the Boand hope to seecive
grant towarls, and to take aetion for, the
purchase of enttle, sheep and pigs, which,
i such ehse, they would propose to sell
under the same conditions as heretofore,
that the animals should be kept for o
fixed time in the Provinee.

‘The Boanl are at present bound by Jaw
to apportion the County gmnts to cach
Society according to membership aud sub-
stription, without reference to the excel-
lenco or otherwise of the work done by
cach Society ; they would ask for such
anamendinent in the law as would em-
power them to apportion the grants
aceording to the work actually done, as
they feel that the best working Socictivs
well deserve the additiopal encourage-
ment, whilst the more backwaxd would
be roused up to the purposes for which
they wewe organized.

Several matters requiring  legislation
will bo subwitted, and it is hoped will
eet with approval.

The Secretary of the Boanl, Professer
Lawson, bas, from time to time, visited
such Soeieties a3 have expressed  their
desive to hear bim, and his addyesses,
always practical and abounding in com-
mon sense, huve been mueh appreciated 3
it is to be hoped that astill huger num-
ber will seek his services during the pre-
sent year.,

In view of the large increase in the
namber  of high-priced  thorough-bred
cattle now owned in the Province, the
Boanl regord with pleasure that a com-
petent Veterinary Surgeon is now resi-
dent here. Mr. Byrne holds a diploma
from the Fopixpuren Verctuvary Got-
LEGE, and proposes to establish a Veter-
inaty College here. It is to be hoped
that his efforts may receive Legislativo
sanction and encouragement, as the course
of tmining proposed would he very valu-
able to the practical tarmer and stock-
owner. :



