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THE CATECHIST AND THE SACRAMENTS

THE OUTLOOK FROM THE STANDPOINT OF DEVELOPMENT.

In the practical working of the Iome
AMlission Field greater ditliculties are ex-
pericnced in supplying  staticns with
the sacraments of the Gospel than with
the preaching of the Word of the Gos-
pel. This paper is an attempt o remove
some of these diiticulties. It recalls cer-
tain theories and  practices of  this
Church in the past, and compares with
these the theories and practices of the
present in the sume line of subjects.
This is done in order to make numifest
the facts that some of the ditliculties
experienced have resulted from anegual
sdlevelopment  in correlated  lines  of
theory, and unequal  development in
correlitted lines  of prietices : that in
cqual  development  these  difficulties
would bHe removed ; and that from the
very nature of the case equal develap-
ment is a1 necessity.

The prictice of the  carly Seattish
Church with regard  to the cstablish-
meat and promotion of the true religion
of the Gospel was all hased on the =u-
preme importance in the Gospel minis-
try of the function of preaching.  The
preaching of the Ward and the admini-
stration of the Sacraments were indeed
necessarily connected. connected insuch
senhire that ne one coulil any meore preach
the Gospel Iawrlully than he could ad-
minister the Xcrmunents lawfuily with.
out ordination. yet to the preaching of
the Word was attached  such sizuifi-
cance that the qualifications for preich-
ing were regarded as the sole qualifica-
tions for the administration of the Kace
raments. The whole action of the
Church in conncction witlh: the ministry
was founded on this

The theory of the Church. set forth
shortly, was as follows :—The preach-
ing of the Gospel is the supreme function

of the ministry. Inseparably conneeted
with it is the function of the :ufmini-
stration of the Sacrsuments. Roth sire
not only functions of the hinistry. but
of the minisury silone.  Ordination is the
solemn setting apart to the fuanctions of
the ministry. It confers no speciatl gift
or grice, and cannot he ** ad ministrium
vagum.” Note the declarations of the
I. amd 11, Books of Discipline. *Teo
Jdesus Christ. His Gospel traly preactied,
of necessity it is that His loly Sacra-
ments he annexed aind raly minister-
¢d” In a church reformed or tending
to refornuation. none ouzhit to presunie
to preich, nor yvet to minister the Sac-
raments il that orderiie they be Giied
to the sume” (. BK.. Chap.  i-iv)
= Tnte the Pastors anlic apperteins the
adminisirsitioun of the Sacrsunents, in
Irke manner s the adminisiration of
the Word ; for haith are appoeintit be
God, as means to teich us. the ane bhe
the ear, the uther bie the eyes and nther
sepses. tiat be baith Kiawledze may be
mmmnsferyit to tae wmyade.” (1. Rk,
Ci. viip ' Pastors. RBischops, or Minis-
ters e the) who are appointed to par-
ticular coagregmttions. quhitk thexr rewl
be the Word of God and aover quhilk
they waich.”™ “ They that he ¢allit to
the ministerie or that offer themselves
thairto. ouzht ot to e clectit without
ane ceriain ock be assiznit to them.”
(II. Bk, Ch. iv., el 23 So rigemus
was this rule that even with regard to
superintendents, whase duties left them
but 2 few months at home in each year,
it is declared, * Superintendents  sall
have their awin special Kirkis hesyde
the common charge of utheris™ (1. Bk..
Ch. viii) Though the application is not
quile so clear swith regard to the doctor
whose oftice is “To give the word of




