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Prayer " are scathing rebukes of suehi hypocrisy. In sucli
albhorrence does lie hold theui, that, in his epitaph on "Holy
Willie." lie hias the following:

«I<Your brimstane devilsluip, I see,
lias gmot him, there before ye;

But hiaud your nine-tail cat a wce,
Till ance ye've hecard my story.

Your pity, 1 will not implore
For pity ye hia'e nane -

Justice, alas! has gyien imii o'er,
And merey>s day is gfane.

But hiear me sir, de'il as ye are-
Look something to your credit:

A coof likce hitn would stain vour nanie,
If lb wvere kenned ye did it.*"

Thiese and siinilar sayings carry us back to the clays of
the Baptist and the Christ, w'hen they hiurled their «"Woe
unto you, Scribes, Phiarisees, hypocrites."

Third, the rigid ort1hodoxy of the day, supported by its
hiair-splitting arguments found no friend in BIurns. "The
Kirk's Ala-rin " and "Tlit Twva ferds " give us an account of
a l{eresy trial, and a disastrous debate beLw'een two niinisters.
The.se po)eins are a protcst agrainst narrowîing religion to
"do's " and " don'ts," aigainst ealling one man " orthoclox'> and

ainothier "hleretie " because of some sinali point of difference,
a<r'ainst holding certain meni pmiests and saints because of posi-

tion and acknowledged creed, and others outcasts and sinners
because they saw not the present wvith the Iarnp by the past.*
Burns pleads for freer thoughit and broader creed. Iii this lie
miay liave been before Iris day ; nevertheless there 'vas a
feeling- abroad, and among some at Ieast the fruit ivas beginning
to mature of better things, when mnan would not be a slave
to past opinions and custorris, but the fJree-born child of truthi
gathering ripened clusters upon rnany lrillsices and refusing.
to abide within the wvalls of "yesterday."

In bbc fourbi place Burns understood tire lawv of progress..
To-day no mari lias tire rigit, to hiold anything xvhich 'ire will
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