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inaijor-ity and advanice tlat eof thie exceptional few. 13 ut tlhe
existence of tiiese fem, is the signiificant fact w'iih leinds
digniity aiid even spiendor to the moral hiistory of lsirael. In

spite of til] tleir l'allures, of w'hichi their best, înleîi Were everl
keenly conlsciolis, ne0 otiier nlation Cali mnake nvhi ik as
gýOud a shiowino- Whien Christ camne tie people of .sr-a* hand
iiii crucified in the bittcrniess eof their antagronisin to the

spirit of Elis Kingdoïn, and only a handfu] of Crenuine di.c;i-
pies oflbred tleinselves for the propagation of the new faith.
Oie feels a-1s if il mi.ss-ion hlad narrowl1y escaped l'allure. But,
,isýappoinjting( as I-is r-eceptionl wýaS amlongi tle, Jew'.s, tlere is
no reason to suppose 1-le weuid have p-rsonaily f ared better
anyý,\'lerc cise on earth, anid even the scanty following woild
have been ixhnost certainiy w'anting, so that, His mission
w'ould have beemi a failure aitogrether.

lu aniother respect, too, the Jew'ish ethical development
was iin advance ut' any othier nation. Thie resuits of it hiad
been commiitted lu writingr in a series of' religious books.
wl'iicIi lia corne to be acceptcd as antimoritative even by thit
portion eof the, nation whichi was really out of symnpathy withi
the spirit of their contents. There were ne greater stiekier-js
for the divine inispiration eof the Old Testament -Seriptures
than the very Scribes mnd Phiarisees wl'ho se gcrossiy perverted
thieir mneaning. Tley thus became, somewhat unconsciousiy,
missionaries of a systen i nuch higrher than they theniselves
practised or beiieved in. Nor wvas thieir mission altogcethier in
vain. It is ai little difficuit teo estiniate the exact ainount et'
influence whichi the Jewvishi synagogues exerted ov'er Gentile
peeples, but about the xnost interesting ciass wve discover atny-
wvhere lu thie NewT Testamnent hiistory are the proselytes eof the
gate-Gentiles wh1o, attended the services of the syniagoguies>
attracted by the purity of their relieius teaching and the

lofines e' Me mralprinciples set forth in the JeNvish
scriptUres. It was a class whichi early, supplicd Chiristianity
with a large body eof its adhlerents.

Withiout cgoingr further iute details, therefore, it is appar-
en~t thiat Christianity begran its new developinent on the suin-
mit of tie very highest moerai elevation wvhicli the w'orld hiad
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