2 THE STAMP REPORTER.

post in 1801, and continued as a
separate establishment from the
general post, down to 1854.

In 1837 a plan of Post-office re-
form was suggested by Sir Row-
land Hill. Its principal features
were the adoption of a uniform,
and low rate of postage, a charge
by weight, and a prepavinent.
Previously to the change, mem-
bers of Parliament had the right
of sending their letters free, but
this privelege of FRANKING was
entirely abolished. A penny was
adopted as the uniform rate for
every inland letter, not ahove
half an ounce. Facilities for
prepayment were afforded by the
introduction of postage stamps,
and double postage was charged
on letters not prepaid.

The postal svstem of France
dates from the time of Louis X1
but posts were at first used ex-
clusively for the roval service,
and only hecame available for
private correspondence, gradual-
ly. 'The French law vestsin the
Post-office the exclusive right to
carry letters, newspapers, peri-
odicais, pakets, and papers of all
kinds not exceeding a kilo-
gramme (2lbs.) in weight, sub-
ject to certain exceptions.

In 1848 a uniform rate was es-
tablished for inland letters,—20
centimes for letters not exceed-
"ing 1-4 oz. There are lower rates
(15 centimes and 10 centimes)
for local letters. Postage stamps
were introduced n 1848,

—————t-o.

Canadian Stamps Worth Collecting,

Although the majority of the
Canadian stamps are not worth
much yet there are some very
valuable ones. These are not to
be compared to the rare stamps

of the United States which are
worth thousands. The valuable
stamps of Canada only go up in-
to the hundreds. Yet such as
they are they may interest some
of our Canadian collectors.

. The first among these stamps
1s the 12 penny, black. It was
issued in 1852 on wove paper.
The portrait on it is that of the
Queen. In each corner is the
figure 12. Around the portrait
are the words ‘*Canada Postage,
Twelve'Pence.”” ‘T'his stamp in
an unused condition is worth five
hundred dollars, used, about four
hundred.

This same stamp or at least
the same in design, issued in
1851 on laid paper holds the
second place being catalogued at
three and two hnndred. This
stamp in both issues was not per-
forated.

The nextin the listis worth

hut fifty dollars unused and five
dollars used. This is the six
pence, purple issued on laid
paper in 1851. ‘The design is
similiar to the 12 pence except
that the portrait is of Prince
Consort instead of the Queen.
This stamp was not perforated.
_ The six pence lilac of the 1855
1ssiie on wove paper perforated
seems to be the next. It is worth
forty-five and thirty dollars. The
design is similiar to the preced-
ing the difference being in the
paper and color.

T'he next is the one cent, brown
red, perforated of the 1870 issue.
'[t was printed on laid paper.
The design was the portrait of
the Queen (the same as on the
Rresent issue). At the top was

Canada 1 Postage'’ at the bot-
tom ** 1, one cent 1.” The value




