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CAVIXDOM S THE PRINCIPAL TUING § THUEREFORE QBT wispom.'t

vOoL. 111,
WESLEYAN TRACTS FOR THE
TIMES.
APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION ¢

4 SUMMARY OF OBILCTIQNS TO TUE MODEEN
CLALM.

The subject of thesc pages i< justly
decmed solemn and impertant.  The au.
thors of the Qxford * L'racte for the T'imes®
-apsign to “the Apostolical Sucerssion,”
and “the l!ol?' Catholic Church,” primary
‘rank among the doctrines which it is the
-object of that remarkable geries torevive 3%
andsuch are the aspects in wlich their
<thedry is presented, that thewr peaceable
neighbours are nvolved in unsought con.
troversy, or silence is mistuken for an ad.
~mission of guilt. Ours is not the responsi
-bility of aggression 3 but we dare not now
-decline the contest. Allegiance to truth
‘yequires us to cxamine statements which
-are especinlly calculated to rufile the un-
cautioned wmind; but it is our highest

ambition to commend a righteous cause, naliy o are
Yess by- the meekness of chanty than by ns

the persricuily of argument and the force
of appeal.

Many and influential are the Divines
whom we are compelled to call our oppo.
nents,—at Jeast on the allied ecclesiastical
-questions which this diecussion compre-
hends. Butitis obvicus that, if they are
tipht, thonsands of laborious Ministers in
al% Chrstian lands are fearfully wrong.
Let it not he assumed that these thousands
are recklessly and prafanely determined to
meintain their posiion. — Multitudes of
“them have given candid attention to the

literature of the Oxford ‘Tract party; andi. batt

‘they are even mow prepared to resign their
-office, or to seck cpiscopal appointment,
-rather than to distegard the gentlest moni.
tions of the chief Shepbenl's voice. But
.noisy declamation, and ever-recurring as-
eertivn, will not decide sv great a mattery
*nor ought sincere friendship for any Chris.

tian denomination to interfere with the
.more ardent love which is due to “ the
Haly Catholic Chuteh,” including those, of
-every nation and clime, who are umited to
-Him “of whom the whole family in heaven
- and earth is named.”

Before proceeding, it is necessary (Oih, mblest minuster, the female martyr, and

ofer a few explanatory remarks. The
terms which most frequently occur in the
-eontroversy ought to be defined; and the
-extent of our viewsx, in opposition to the
. Oxford Tract Divinity, ought to be etated.
‘The word “Apostle ™ literaliv means
-one aenly a legate. The Apostles were,
under Christ, founders of the church; and
hence their names are written inthe twelve
foundation.siones of the new Jerusalem.j
They live in their inspired writings; but,
in other respects, their office was cleatly
designed to be temporary. [t is evident,
from the cases of Matthias and Paul, that
an Apostle must have been an cye-witness
of the rinen Jesus. Peter intimates that
-the vacancy in the apestolical college,
occasioned by the fall of Judas, is to be
supplied by onc “ordained to be a witness,
with ” the faithful eleven, “of His resur-
rection”’} And Paul demands of the Co-
- rinthiane, “Am not ] an Apostle? am 1 na?
-free? have I not scen Jesus Christ our
Lord?Y"} Rtis in consistency witk these
- guggestions that we read of no appoiatment
.of sucoessors when the Apostle died: the
werk of the Asa\ohte being finished.—
. * and “Evangelists”™ are com-
monly allowed to have been extraordinary
officets of the church ; limitcd to ity primi-
tive age, and distinguishable from its suc.
cessive fonctionaries. 1t was, probably.
in immediate connexioa with the ministry
of the Aposties, that they discharged their
emui.:nt dutin.a I~
word « Bishop! ifies overseer.
< - mrg‘ﬁ,ﬂer." elder:

-4 Dosson,™ . sunister; servani or altemlent.
2% Prioat” s been

traced, by some, 10
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and, as 1218 the office of paresthood to offer
sacrifice for s, the name s metaphoricatly
gnen to the Chaetiau Mimster,  “Clergy™
18 2 term that migmafics lot, or iheritance
Ita use, in ccclesmastieal langnage, 19 in.
tended to convey the dea that Mausters are
God’s “lot” n the church. but the titlo
was anciently given to all *he peo le of
God, accordingr to the text of Moses,—
“‘The Lord's portion 18 lus peopie, Jacab o
the lot of lus nheritance,” —reundered by
the LXX., schoruisma Meronomsas antou™

The arcurate defintion o1 terms 4s 2
ucedful prelwnnary to wisely-conducted
discusstont. It dissipates the awe whilh ix
jofien unseasonably mepired by the use of
{doubtfu) phraseology, and by the m sapph
cation of that which s autlivrazed.  Tu pass.
mg, we may hrefly give tno esatngples . —1°
18 not 1n holy Serpture, though :a  the
testunony of wrters in the lster Buglish
church,’® that mention iz made of those
wassociated in the priesthood of
2" and whose *“hands comvey the
sacnifice.””f  Agan, we find the surprising
statement, that « the Bishops are®Aposties
to us, from thet wcitnessing Christ, and
sufferng for Huan''t In teply, it 13 not
necessary to demand evidence of the latter
cluse; though it is by no means convinc-
mg. How the Prelates ** suffer for Christ,”
in any appropniate senee, the Tractarian
does tot condescend to say . but he 1s not
the only advocate of the opmmion; since
another whiter of the same schoul summons

- - —
Presbyter.  But this etymology udoubt(nl.fa{ reasoning, w il petceive the disadvan.

tage of cur prsdion.  But no dwanvantage,
ao treegalaniy of technical logic, shall make
us Dnsitate 10 combatioyg the pretensien,
thas the reaht o f the Christian Muustey be
longs exchzsicely to the Epuscopalian Clerzy,
heisuse they Aare descended in unbroken
surcessioa from the Apastles of our lord
Jesus Cheate Atention i3 now mvited to
the difficutices which encutber this theor,
The enquirer vl pechaps fiad n the fo{-
low.n presutiptions, as well as mn vanous
facts of charch hatory, and in the osing
wusee’lane sus olijrctivne, reason to dispute
a clam which is acserted with a boldness
‘hat gcarcely knwws a parallel, and pub-
Yishedan o 1 cties and vitlages witha zeal
thati worthy «f a nobler euterpriee
Consiferat wns that are werely presump.
rove we are n ot dispaed to magnify by up

ydue regard, but the following appear 10

wert dstanct and satisfactory replies from
our opponents,

1. ‘I'be Now Testament contains no inu.
mat:ion of the doctrne in dispute ~Its
realer is not once instructed to demand
that his Miuisters ghall trace an unmter-
rupted * succession ' through the Clins.
tian cenfuries, Bor is he once warned
agamnst men who canvot verily the loag
gencalogy,  And yet, of the doctrine
true, it is tremendously important : aad
what reverent student of Holy Secriptury
can explamn the omission & momtary allu.
sion?  QOften have we been constramed to
adore the grace 2nd wisdown of the prescient

his fellow Presbyters to “supnort™ the| Spint, under whose guidance Evangelsts

Bishops *1n the brunt of the™

presentiand Apostles penae
¢,” and adds, with a eyapathy thatliaeet every case of doubt or peril in the

such warnings ae

struction, such ae, va MAny groutautjects,
we finlin our Cresds, arleics, and Cate.
clintin,  But,” they slege, * the mind and
willat eur divine Master may Lo gathered
planly enougl, at icant by those who dre
willing ta show a rexsenable respect to the
wizness of the catiy cinreh”®  Instead of
sioncing the obyrcior by duc refercnces
“tothe Iaw and to the testunsny,” they
ask lum, “tooxpirnwhy ™ they *may not
do what™ e * Fattiors 1in the Church

appears romantic,— * Black  event as tjchurch’s eventful history; and we still
would be for the country, yet .as far as| prefer the old Protestant Article of * Ioly
they—the Bishups—arc coucerned,, weiScrnptuze sufficient,” to the modera refine.
could not wish ihem a more olessed terme- ! ment of faint revelation * in order totry us
nation of their course, thaa tne spailinyg of whether we, Jove our Lord and Saviour”
their goods, and mariyrdom.”§ 1t i not] But the truth is, that, on the general sub-
necessary, we repeal, to caasune thesejject, the New Testament is not silent.
pathetic allusions; or ta cumpare them| The mecarnate Son of God crics, % Beware
with recent examplesof pracucal distespectof false Prophets,”—and fixes the criterion
to ecclesiaslical superiors; or even tolfor the detection; but it is nuty, Ye shall
urge that this account of *\witneesing|ascertain their college,—or their appoint.
Chnst and suffening for Han ™ includes, in] ment by a Bishop,—or heir “succeesion
the honoured rank of the Apostles, the] These dircctions may be sanctimoniously

gwven tn our day ; but they proceeded not
the cluld i the Mission-school who suffers{fromthe lips of ilim *in wham are hid all
persecution for the name of Christ. Oorfthe treasurcs of wicdom and knowledge™
first definition enables us to deny that “ the ] Of such intruders Chrnst says, witha divioe

Bishops are Apostles to us.”

simpliaity that rebukes modern subtilties,

Candid readers of this Tract will cbserve, f+ By their fruits ye shall kuow them.™s

that we are not now objecting o Episco-

pacs. as a form of church governmemt.—{_

Guarded, and checked, and brought back
10 s carly sumphicity and efficieney, it isan
admirablearrangzement for sacred discipline
and it cannot be questioned that, in some
commumties which abjure the name, the
real substance of episcopary existe.  And

fusther, in pleading for a ministerial suc-{, o meotien teachors.’

cession, the Wesleyan Methodists will not
vield to the:r zealous censore. Their virw
i, indeed, supported by the usages of
other churches that do not acknowledge
prelacy, aswell as by the uniform piactice
of thew own community. Ninsters
cially confer the ministry oa candidatex.
It is their responsibility 2o testify, by ordi-
nation, their belief that the candidate is
“moved hy the Holy Ghoet ™ to take upon
bim the solemn office. The orthodox com.
munities require evidence of suitable quali-
ficationa; and he who is persuaded of a
divine call, muat receive aleq, in all com.
mon cases, an official appointment from
the ordaing body in the church  This w
our * potion of a propagated commigsion ™
and it is, certainly, “as siinple and intelli-
gible in itself, 33 can well be.”"Y

To offer the reasors of oar own belief is
comparatively exsy; but it is 2 more ar-
duous cffort to prove that avother’s theory
isfaee. Every one wbo kuows the lawx

i

The evidence of 2 “nuristerial commin.
s ample, but nappi.cable to the
claim which we are withstanding. And it
requires much hardihoud 10 #asert that our
numerous eocucs are involied in the con.
demnation of those whom St. Paul prophe.
tcally describes as unwdlang to “eadure
sound doctnne,” znd therefore “heaping
't The awful lus.
tory of Korah, Dathap, and Abiram,} is
one of the common-places of tha contro
veray ; but 1t appears to have been alto.
gether furgotten that these were clerwcal
offendera,—that they belunged to an order
which, we are told, it 1» presumptuous on
our part to affcct. Tle most cautiovs of
our opponcnls, indeed, rarely appeal to
Scripture. They magnufy doctrines which,
according to thewr own acknowledgwent,
scarccly cscape omission ia the sacred
s. We humbly trust that we aro
willing “to0 be gunded by oor lord's eve,”
and 10 honour *“the sndications of His
pleasure,” Bul these authors are aware
thattheir moce npecious pleasare not drawn
from the Bible; ard they ﬁgniﬁaml?:
appeal to “ dociie and affectionate minds,
on which it is presumedthat evidencs which
the judamienl rcfuses * muet have its
weight”'] They coacede that = on this
point,” (the mintsterial cormmiseion, as thes
hold it,) vthe New Testamen! does nowhere
faraish myegular aad ordarly course of jo-

13Tl 3 Bewh.avi
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have done beface " them1f e may well
reply, that this 38 but to remove the real
quesuon a sigle step, and whilo thése
stheorists ** prudently dechine “to cite
desisnct and patpable enactments,” he can.
tot be tersied by the mere assertion,—
though of uncasimpled boldness,—that, by
sepatatmg  luin<ely {rom the Church of
England, he separates hunself “not only
trom adecent, urd~ng, useful society, but
frain the only Church sn thss realm scAwch
has a right 1o be Quie sure that she Acs the
Lord's i’ody to give to his peopley The
true Protednt cels that the very silence
of loly Scapture contans an impressive
suggestion; while, ont the otber hand, he
poudars the paincsple involved in an aposto.
Lical caution agamstgiving hoed “to fables
and cndlers peneslogier, which minister
questions, rather thas godly edifying which

1s i fand.”;

Il It docenct appear that the necessary
registers have been kept and banded dewn
with the starep of authentjeity, by the early
churches. Bat this care was surely dus to
w0 freal an interest as the notion of the
Oxford viritcea rupposes.  No formal cheoai-
cles on the subject are offered ; and we are
quite sure that if they existed, they would
be quickly recoveted, by learned indwstry,
from tho doepest recexses of beloved * amti.
quity.”” M regular documenteary evidence
be atill wanting, it is not violeat of gneea-
somblo to require a subslitate. But what
cati be accepted in its sigad? Are we aot
warranted,—yea, bound~~t0 expect some
attestation of extraordinary and aliogether
decisive charactet}

UL The “succession” i eaid to dbe de-
rived from St Pater.  But we ask the ree-
gon why he, of 8)l the iwelve, ia thue ox-
clusively honoured ; and why, on this as-
sumplion, there may not exisnt twelve apes-
tolical “auccessions 3" It is often said that
Petor was appointed the frst Bishrp of
lRmue; as bxebore i’c no maaton of such pe-

ation, either in Lis own general Epiatice,
or in St. Paul's Epistie w‘e&o Romeng—
And the question which relates to the im-
mediate successor of the Apostiss in thet
city, is involved in much uncertainty. ¢

But, leaving these details, we reters 10
the general inquiry, and ask the a
of St. Peter's pre.cmnineace. There is a
remarkable Yuug:. which 15 occasienally
cited by tho lese thoughtful of the Tractist
scct s “ And Jesua answered and eaid yate
tum, (Simon L’cter,) “ Blessed art thou, 8i-
mon Bar-joaa ; for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my father whizh
18 1n heaven. And 1 say unto thea, That
thon art Peter, and opoa this rock I will
busid iny church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail againat it.  And I will ﬁ --
to thee the keya of the ki of herven :
and whatsocver thou shait bind e sarth
shall be bound in heaven ; snd whelsover
thou shalt loase on €arth ahall be Joosed ia
heaven”§) On thie text it is our entisfas-

tion to qeote from the Oid Divines; angd
thus, by the uee of their waverted

to subdve some of their hu-imm
o The point ia *the pover of the

kexr,”* * the power of binding and Jossing ;"

andtliie, according to Mede, “is, a¢ K were,

& power of aracle, Lo declare uato the pee.

pie the remionion of their sive, by the se-

ceplance of Chrnt's sacrifice. ™% ~*Of the
Al :




