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IIISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

of the difierence of size
and armamecnt of Ame-
rican vessels, and of un-
denaluing ¥ C.r opponents’ strength, was ex-
pericneed by the fijgate Gueniere, com-
manded by Captain Dacres, which, on August
19th, lat. 40° 20° N, and long. 539 W, was
brougzht to action by the American frigate
Constitution, Captain lull,

First conseguences of
the meeting of unequal
forces.  Loss ot the Gu-
ernere.

The respective foree is thus officialiy stated,
—Guerritre forty-vight guns, throwing one
thousand and thitty four pounds of shot:
crew, two hundred and forty four: tons, one
thousand and ninety-two ;—Constitution tifty-
six guns, throwing fifteen hundred and thirty-
six pounds of shot: crew, four hundred and
gixty : tong, fifteen hundred and thirty-cight.
Even this statement wiil fuil to convey an
adequate idea of the real incquality that
existcd between the vessels, as it should be
also burne in mind that the Guerricre was on
her return from a long cruise with foremast
and bowsprit sprung, and in absolute need of
the refit for which shic was then hastening to
Halifux*

The Constitution was seventeen days from
port, and in all respacts as well prepared for
an engagoment as the greatest care could
make her At halfpast four the fiigates came
to cluse quarters, and by halfpast six the
uncqual contest was ended by Capt. Dacres
lowaing his flag, the Guerridre being, by
this time, an unmanageable wreck, rolling hur
main deck guns under, with her three masts
gone by the board.

No imputation can be attached to Capt.
Dacies on thisoceasion, he fought and handled
his ship well, and he with his crew yiclded
only to the irresistible superiority of physical

* “ The Guerricre had nearly expended, notonly
her water and provisions, but her boatswain’sand
cirpenter’s stores 3 her gunner’s stores were
also deficient: what remamed of her powder,
from damp and long keeping, was greatly reduced
in strength; her bowsprit was badly sprung,
her matnmast, from having been strack by light-
ning, in a tottering state, and her hull, from age
and length of service, searcely seawoithy. No one
thenwill deny thacthisrencontre wasrather unfortu-
nate; in fact, such was the state of general decay
#n which the Guerritre,at this time,was. that, had
the frigate gone into Portsmouth or Plymouth,
she would, in all probability, have been disarmed
and brokea up.”

strength, So heavy indeed had been the lire*
that after romoving the officers and crew it

* Sik,—TI am sorry to inform you of the capture
of His Majesta's e ship Guenitre by the Amer-
ican frigate Constitution, after a severe action on
the 19th August, in Jat. 40 deg. 20 minutes N. and
long. 85 deg. W. At 2 . M. bLeing by the wind
on the star-board tack, we saw a sail on our weath-
er beam, bearing down on us. At 3, made her
out to be u man-of-war, beat to quarters and pre-
pared for action. At 4, she closing fust, wore to
prevent her raking us. At ten nunutes past 4,
hoisted our colors and fired several shot at her:
at twenty winutes past 4, she hoisted her colors
and returned our five, wore several times to avoid
being raked, exchanging broadsides. At 3, she
closed on our starboard beam, both keeping up a
heavy fire and steeving free, his intention being
evidently to cross our bow. At 20 minutes past
5, our mizew-mast went over the star-board quar-
ter, and brought the ship up in the wind; the
enemy then placed himself on our larboard bow,
raking us, a tew ouly of our how guns bewing, and
his mape and ntflemen sweeping our deck. At
forty minutes past 5, the ship not answeting her
helm, be attempted to lay us on board ; at this
time Mr, Grant, who conumanded the torecastle,
was cartied below budly wonnded.  Iimmediately
ordered the marines and boarders from the wain
deck ; the waster was at this time shot thiough
the knee, and I received a severe wound in the
back. Lieut. King was leading the boarders, when
the ship coming too, we bronght some of vur bow
guns to bear on her, and had got clear of our op-
ponent, when at twenty minutes past 6, our fore
and muinmast went over the side, leaving the ship
a perfectunmanageable wieck. The frigate shoot-
ing abead 1 was in hopes to clear the wreck, and
wet the ship under command to renew the action,
but just as we had cleared the wreck, onr spait sail
yard went, and the enemy having rove new bra-
ces, &c., wore ronitd withia pistol shot, to rake ug,
the ship hving in the trough of the sea, and rolling
lier win deck guus undec water, and all attewpts
to get her hefore the wind being fruitless, when
calling my few remaining officers together, they
were all of opinion that any further resistanco
would ouly be a needless waste of lives, T ordered,
thongh reluctantly, the colors to be struck.

The loss of the ship is tobeascribed to the early
fali of her watu-mast, which enabled our oppouent
to choose his position. T am sorry to say, wesuf
fered considerably in killed and woonded, and
mostly while she lay on our bow, from her grape
and musquetry; in all, fifteen killed and sixty-
three wonnded, many of them severely ; none of
the wounded oflicers quitted the deck uatil the
firing ceased.

The trigate proved to be the United States’ ship
Constitution, of tiicty 24-pounders on her main
deck and twenty-four 32-pounders, and two 18's
on her upper deck, and 476 wen: herlosein coms
pavison with ours is trifling, about twenty: the
first lieutenant of marines and eight killed ; the
first licutenant and master of the ship, and eleven
men wounded; her lower masts badly wounded,

and stern much shattered, and very much cut up
about the rigging,



