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*1 conceptionl of the in6inîte varietv aiOf! the iniexhiaiistible
iliiarvels, of Nature. It exhibits ai the closeness and accuracy
of observation wviich have ever distinguisbied the author, and
i,; imrked at the~ saine tinie by, the lucidlity and simplicity of
stYle wlichl have contributed so, largely to grive curreney to bis
ý-ceeiilticiis. His experlence during' the tire years of that

iiiiioralevoyage wo-ld sein to have contributed in more
vav-S than 0one to the developmlent of bis scientific thoughit.
h av bhni, iii the first place, a larcreness of view wbicb buis
chvcl'ed any tenidmncv to spcciahisini, and wbich bias tauffbt bii
to> discern the organýIeI unitv of Nature, and to realiz( the mutuatl
Vco-()peration of bier innumnerable forces in evcry part of ber7
mianifold productions. Those tive year- ?nabled Mvr. Darwin.
to 4tart upon bis special researches with a wvicle survey, anid a
living personal lcnowledge, of the wvhole ;pliei-e of natural bis-
tory and geology; and bis mrork ever since bas in a great
mle;isur(u consisted in illustrating tbe inicessanit action and re-

acetioni of ail the realins of Nature. His eye bas ever b eil
lookiiig for unity and coiitinuity of life instead of being con-
t(lmt to dvell on soine disitinict and separate field. Doubtless
iii this respect, as in others, be represents one of the inost

ch aracteristie features of modem scientific tlougyht. Unider
various fornis, suchi as the conservation of force, or tbe con-
vertibility of one kinid of energy inito another, as of hieat inito
motion, the attention. of men bas been more and more directed

3 to the organie unity of Nature; and the theory of Evolution
itçself is but a too sweeping' aini hasty genieralization of this

conepton.Nothing is more curious thian to observe, througbl-
out the bistorv of thougbt, bow universal is the instinct of mien
to ývize upon soine large princîple, and to insist, as it were, on
itsý dlominating the wliole spbiere of life. It is ofteni a cbarac-
t'-ri-tic of even, the most powerful inductive inids to leap to

oIueli.c general trutb, and to establish it as a sort of major
p)remiiss,, whichi they theni apply to ail their minor preinisses
witb tbe unconscious instinct of purely deductive reasoners.
A t.endency of this nature bas in. great, measure animated Mr.
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