
448 THE OWL

scouindrely Yorkshire sclîoolniaster, the
lowest and miost rotten of bis species, to
cite the wvords of Dickens, and presently
thc lite of thie author 'vas beset by cvery
villainous schoolmuaster in Yorkshire.
IOne %wortlîy, lie hiad reason to believe,

has actually consultcd aurliorities leirned
in the laas to bis having grounds on
wvlich to rest an action for libel ; another
has nieditated a journey to London for
the purpose of coimiiitting an assault and
battery on bis traducers ; a third perfectly
reniemibered beîng 'vaited on, last January
tivelven1ontb, by two gentlemen, one of
wvhoin bield hini in conversation while thie
other took his likeness ; and, aithougli
Mr. Squeers has but one eye, and he lias
two, and the published sketch does not
resenible hini (whoever lie nîay be) ini any
other respect, stili lie and ail bis friends
and neighbors know at once for whonî it
wvas nicant-because the cliaracter is so
like hm"Dickens had to withstand an
amint of this sort of thing. It wvas no
use his explaining tlîat the picture 'vas
composite. It did not avail his affirniing
that no special scaiwp wvas tweant.
Renionstrance on the ground that it wvas
a class and not an individual that 'vas
ainied at counted not thé %worrlî of " the
snows of yester-year'» Dickens lîad
drawn a true picture of a scoundrely
schoolmaster, and every scouindrely
schoolrnaster deenîed himself the oriainal
of tbe sketch. Then, tbe miaster, ro wvhomi
our friend of tic Ga!hiolic Riter resorts
for not entirely apt conîparisons, changed
bis mode of action. Instead of further
explanation Dickens slut lus lips bard and
only relaxed thenu to assign bis unreason-
able tornientor to an unmientionable clinie,
nmore sultry thian -Canada in July, wliich is
presided over by a namnesake of the author
of IlCopperfield ;" an act wvliclî I should
be sorry to repeat in tlîe present instance,
althougli tlîe brawny youth ibo sways tbe
destinies of Tlie Reg4ier bas acted verv
like a Y'orkshire schoolrnaster..- While
I muust be excused fronu explaining awa)
tbe article that raised the gorge of nîiy
Western friend, 4n article wvbich I ain vain
enough to believe is (barring a few nis-
prixurs) sufficiently explicit and opportune
to be understood and appreciated by

cvery Catliolic not oppresscd by nîuch
more tliar ordinary denseness, I would be
very sorry to consign the angry scribe to
T1,artarus irîstead of T1oronto. 'l'lue worst
I wishi this certainly estimable and pre-
suniably very young rersonage is tbat lie
may live on and tlurive 'vber( he is,. and
not faîl a prey to diphtbierita, or the
inuasles, tbe t'vain deadly eneniies of
juveriility.

Th'is little muagazine is not, and neyer
wvas intended to 'train journalists. If by
any chance, howevcr, onc of The OwL's
brood sbould adopt Catbolic journalisnu
as a profession, I hope hie will not be
blind to tlie terrible examples of total
editorial depravity wvbich now threaten to
îuîake the Catlîolic journalistic calling a
proverh and a by-wvord; that he will not
constitute b inîself tHe champion of dunces,
frauds îind cheats ; that be will either
produce %viiat lie uses or not neglect to
pay for wlhat is contri buted to bis columns ;
that lie will not steal poetry froni tlîe
4Boston Pilot " and piose froin every

quarterof tlîe universe; tlîat lue will not allowv
a petty local jealonsy to prompt him to
belittie and abuse praisewortby and
inoffensive institutions ; that be wvill not
faIl to, credit the Catholic people witli
sonie little intelfligence and discrimination;
in a wvord, tlîat lie will not be wliat som-e
of tliose who unduly doubt even the
îîossibility of lus existence plumie theni-
selves on being, but that, on the contrary,
he will always and everywere deport him-
self as a conscientious clîristian and
sclîolarly Catholic should, that be wvil
iake it a point to set up bigli intellectual

standards, that bis mind 'vill be fertile
enough to conceive, capacious enough to
contain, creative enougb to originate and
send tortli, freslî and vigorous in the full
bloon and niaturity of exquisire expres-
sion, the tboughts, wvhich will be suggested
to it by the religious, social and political
problenis of thie day, that hie will refrain
froin beating thie air 'vith wild and wvlirling
wvords whlen tlîe individuals wbo hefoul
bis prufession are righteo usly assai led, and
that he %vill go) to bis tilI, be it zuever s0
near enipty, to pay for the literary matter
lue uses and scorn to hatten on the brains
of beuer nmen than hinîseif.
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